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THE DISCOVERY OF X RAYS.

ARLY in January the world at large was startled by
the announcement of a discovery which, so far as we can
et tell, seems destined to prove an epoch-making incident
in the development of physical science—the discovery of a
hitherto unknown form of radiant energy, possessing a mar-
vellous power of penetrating bodies opaque toordinary light,
and actinic enough to produceashadow picture upon asensi-
tized plate. No one has yet secured sufficient data to be
able to estimate fully either the theoretical significance or
the practical utility of the discovery. None of the innu-
merable instances 1n which, both in Europe and in Amer-
ica, the original experiments of the discoverer have been
repeated, and his observations confirmed, has- yet served
to throw absolutely conclusive light upon the nature of
the new rays; nor have any afforded more than a mere hint
of the bearing of the new phenomena upon accepted sci-
entific hypotheses. What i8 already known, however, has
brought scientists face to face with the possibility that
their long-established theories regarding cosmic questions
of the utmost magnitude—radiant energy, the luminifer-
ous ether, gravitation, the constitution and forces of mat-
ter—may ere long have to undergo great modification. But
whatever may be the theoretical import of the discovery,
its practical value is already assured; and the benefits which
will accrue from its application to the uses, especially of
surgery and of some of the technical arts, can hardly be
overestimated.

The latter years of this century have formed a period
of unprecedented scientific activity. The developments of
electrical science under Edison, Tesla, Bell, and others—
which have made the present an age of realized impossi-

bilities—are familiar to every one. But, to go no farther
Vol. 61. Copyright, 1896, by Garretson, Cox & Co.
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back than a couple of years ago, we note a succession of
scientific triumphs which tend to overthrow all our ideas
of the limitations of human power, and to render us credu-
lous of almost anything within the bounds of metaphysical
Fossibility. Onlihlast year chemists were astonished to
earn from Lord Rayleigh and Professor Ramsay that the
familiar air had all along been keeping from earnest search-
ers the secret of the
existence within it-
self, in considerable
proportions, of an
unknown and
strangely inert ele-
ment, argon, and to
learn also that he-
lium, so long known
onlyas a constituent
of the sun and of
some other heavenly
bodies, was also a

TYPICAL FORM OF VACUUNM TUBE.

At a we have one electrode and at b the other.
They consist of platinum disks attached to plati-

body terrestrial.
Again, by the lique-
faction of air and

hydrogen, Professor
Dewar has created a
new chemistry of
cold; while thecorre-
sponding field of ex-
ceedingly high tem-

num wires which are sealed in the glass. Let the
electrode a be connected to the negative, b to the
positive pole of the induction coll A. As the air
pressure in the tube is reduced. the color and the
general appearance of the discharge continually
change character. When the pressure reaches a
small fraction of a millimetre of mercury the in-
tensity of the dlscharge in the gas itself
Sk Baorescence of thesiase. Fhin gumricamnos
sence of the glass. s fluorescence
is produced by faint streamers which proceed in perature has been
stral l;)t ll&es :’OI:I ;.‘léel ‘nega‘tlv& elgct ef. as lndhl; thrown open to ex-
cal y the stral nes in the figure, from t. :
g:sk atamwardﬁsg :grmlrtlﬁ})gf thg tu’lb‘g. x'l‘hese Rlorat'm’l by M. de
TeaAmers are cal e cal e rays. The X rays i ; -
aresupposed toemanate from the lnznlnescent sp(y)t. foisgan’s ~dev elop
in l'i:‘:te. wall of the tube where the cathode rays ter- ment of the electric
furnace. Moreover,

m

among the products of the latter—the gift of physics to
its sister science, chemistry—is found calcic carbide, whose
use in the manufacture of acetylene gas, the first hydro-
ca'rbon to be manufactured artificially on a large scale, con-
stitutes a great triumph of chemical synthesis, just as the
dlscover{‘ of argon was a triumph of analysis.

To these almost revolutionary achievements we have
now to add another—the discovery of X rays (provision-
a]}r #o called by their discoverer because their nature is
still problematical), and the development of a new art of
‘‘shadowgraphy ” or ‘radiography,” whereby pictures are

mes
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taken of objects inaccessible to ordinary rays of light, such
as the skeleton within the body, metallic objects encased in
wood or leather, etc.*

It was on November 8, 1895 (if any date may be assigned
for a discovery made by researches along lines expressly
indicated by predecessors), that Dr. Wilhelm Konrad
Rontgen, ¢ pro&ssor of physics in the University of Wiirz-
burg, Bavaria, made the discovery which has now rendered
his name a household term the world over. He announced
it at the December meeting of the Wiirzburg Physico-
Medical Society; and on January 4, 1896, described it at.
the celebration of the semi-centennial of the founding of
the Berlin Physical Society. Since that time, not only
have the scientific laboratories of the world been almost
wholly given up to the study of the rays, but the sensa-
tional and superficial aspects of the new phenomena have
taken hold of the popular imagination and monopolized
the attention of the unscientific world in a way that finds
no parallel since the time when Edison became known as the
*“Wizard > through his development of the J)honograph, the
electric light, ang other wonders associated with his name.

It was while following up the researches of Hertz and
Lenard on the problem of the cathode rays from a vacuum
tube, that Rontgen discovered the X rays. He had en-
cased a Crookes tube} in.a covering of black paper imper-

* Various names have been suggested for the pictures taken by means
of the X rays: Shadow-prints. shadowgraphs, cathodographs, skiagraphs (from
the Greek word for shadow). Bhoto-s iagrapbs, skotographs (from the Greek
word for darkness), rndiomg , radiotypes. They are not properly termed

tographs, for, though the X rays may possibly be of a nature akfn to ordi-
nary light, yet these rays differ in important particulars from the visible rays of
the spectrum, and from the infra-red and the ultra-violet rays, the cathoderays,
or any other hitherto observed form of manifestation of the radiant energ
tamllimy known as light. Ordinary photographic sensitive plates are used‘.
which are also developed in the customary way; but the rictures are in reality
Mow-rlms or silhouettes, due merely to interception of the X rays by objects
more or less opague to them. They reveal. within their outlines, no varlation
of detail save t! of fainter or deeper shadow seemingly de?endent upon the
varying thickness and also (so far as lw;et. known) upon the varying density, or (as
Prufessor Dewar and others think) the varying atomic weight, of objects inter-
posed in the path of the rays. Thus, organic substances, as a rule, are perme-
sted more readily than inorganic: and the least permeable, so far as yet ob-
served, are such dense substanoes as glass and platinum. Iodine is very opaque;
sulphur and in general other inorganic substances. more or less so; and the in-
troduction into the molecule of an o ic compound, of one or more atoms of
sulphur, fodine, or other inorganic su nce, %roduuee opacity.

It has been suggested that the ** photographic” effect is not due to any di-
rect action of the X rays upon the sensitive flim, but that the rays operate by
setting up some sort of phosphorescence in the glass at the back of the sensitive
fiim. In corroboration of this, Professor Dewar and others have shown the X
rays to be transmutable into light rays affecting the eye.

+ Pronounced Rent-gen, the g being hard.

4 A Crookes tube is simply a modification of a Gelssler tube. It consistsof
a balb of glass, usually egg-shaped. from which the air has been almost ex-
hausted. At one end the tive current is brought into the tube by means of
afused platinum wire; and an electrode consisting of a small disk-shaped: peace
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vious to ordinary light; but noticed that a sheet of paper
sensitized with barium platino-cyanide, which was lyin
near by, was rendered luminescent. Investigation showe
that the effect was caused by invisible rays or waves ema-
nating from the tube and having unusual penetrative power.
It merely remained for him then to study the properties of
the newly found rays, and to announce the results of his
researches to the world.

To be more particular. All students of physics are more or less
familiar with the appearance of a high-vacuum tube through which a
powerful electric discharge is rnssing. It emits a beautiful phos-
phorescent light varied by brushes of intenser luminosity at the elec-
trodes. The rays from the anode vary in color under various condi-
tions, but are far less brilliant and less peculiar in their properties
than the cathode rays, which shoot from the negative electrode. The
cathode rays were observed and studied as long ago as 1891 by the
late Professor Heinrich Hertz of the University of Bonn, who showed
that they would permeate thin metal; and in 1894, Hertz’s assistant,
Dr. Philip Lenard, supplemented this by showing that the cathode
nﬂs would not only penetrate thin films of-aluminium, wood, and
other substances, but produce photographic results beyond. Mr. Tesla,
too, several years ago, made public the following statement:

* Certain kinds of waves which I called ‘sound waves of electrified air* are
{;ropuaoed from conductors when a strong rapidly vibrating current passes

hrough them, such as sudden discharges from condensers. These pro te
in straight lines like sound. They are longitudinal waves penetrating ies,
and they cannot be stopped by interposing metal plates.”

Moreover, as long ago as 1893. Professor Fernando Sanford of the
Leland Stanford, Jr., University, in California, succeeded in obtain-
ing, by the use of electricity, impressions of coins on photographic
plates under conditions that excluded the operation of ordinary rays of
light (Vol. 4, p. 234). And last year one Hans Schmidt of Munich
maintained in a contribution to the Plotograph Review, that the in-
visible ultra-violet rays in electric light pierced through black-
ened paper, thin wood, india rubber, and other materials, while thin
layers of metal kept them back. And long before the development
of photography or of the modern theory of light, the mysterious fact
was noted, of pictures of objects being found imprinted on the bodies
of persons struck with lightnin%;

Thus, it must be admitted that the mere production of radiotypes
by means of invisible rays, is no new achievement. The way to R6nt-
gen's discovery was paved by the researches of all those who have made

of platinum or other suitable metal.is ﬁlaced at the end of the wire, within the
tube. At theother end of the tubeis the spot where a similar electrode receives
the current which has been transmitted through the vacuum. Where the current
enters is called the anode, and where it leaves is called the cathode. These are
otherwise known as the positive and negative poles. and are often indicated by
a gl;s and minus sign respectively (see illustration). The use to which these
tubes have been put {8 mainly to study the behavior of electricity when passing
through gases of various densities. The rystematic study of vacuum discharges
dates from the time of Faraday, and is most prominently associated with the
names of Plicker, Gelssler, Hittorf, Goldstein, Hertz, and Lenard in Germany,
and Spottiswoode and Crookes in England.

Vacuum tubes of various ahnres, even ordinary incandescent light bulbs, it
is claimed, have heen successfully used: and the X rays have also been pro-
glnoe&‘ when one electrode, and even both, have been external to the tube em-

oy
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any contribution to the problem of electric discharges through rarefied
gases—Lenard, Hertz, Crookes, andtherest. What lends peculiar sig-
nificance to Rontgen’s work, and entitles him to all the honorof a great
discovery, is that he has revealed the existence of a sort of rays, which,
whatever their real nature may prove to be, have an incomparably
greater range and penetrative power, besides other unique and im-
Emnt properties, that markedly distinguish them from all other
own forms of radiant energy, invisible as well as visible.

The original experiments and conclusions of Professor
Rontgen are described by him in the following article <“On
a New Kind of Rays,”* which, owing to its historical im-
portance, is here given entire:

1. A discharge from a large induction coil is passed through a
Hittorf vacuum tube, or through a well-exhausted Crookes or Lenard
tabe. The tube is surrounded by a fairly close-fitting shield of black
paper; it is then possible to see, in a completely darkened room, that
Baper covered on one side with barium platino-cyanide lights up with

rilliant fluorescence when brought into the neighborh of the tube,
whether the painted side or the other be turned toward the tube. The
flaorescence is still visible at two metres’ distance. It is easy to show
that the origin of the fluorescence lies within the vacuum tube.

2. It isseen, therefore, that some agent is capable of penetrating
black cardboard, which is quite opaque to ultra-violet light, sunlight,
or arc light. It is therefore of interest to investigate how far other
bodies can be penetrated by the same agent. It isreadily shown that
all bodies possess this same transparency, but in very varying degrees.
For example, paper is very transparent; the fluorescent screen will
light ap when placed behind a book of a thousand pages; printers’
in%( offers no marked resistance. Similarly the fluorescence shows be-
hind two packs of cards; a single card does not visibly diminish the
brilliancy of the light. So, again, a single thickness of tin foil hardly
casts a shadow on the screen; several have to be superposed to pro-
duce a marked effect. Thick blocks of wood are still transparent.
Boards of pine two or three centimetres thick absorb only very little.
A piece of sheet aluminium 15 mm. thick, still allowed the X rays
(as I will call the rays, for the sake of brevity) to pass, but greatl
reduced the fluorescence. Glass platesof similar thickness behave simi-
larly; lead glass is, however, much more opaque than glass free from
lead’: Ebonite several centimetres thick is transparent. If the hand
be held before the fluorescent screen, the shadow shows the bones
darkly, with only faint outlines of the surrounding tissues. Water
and several other fluids are very transparent. Hydrogen is not mark-
edly more permeable than air. Plates of copper, silver, lead, gold,
and platinum also allow the rays to pass, but only when the metal is
thin. Platinum 2 mm. thick allows some rays to pass; silver and
copper are more transparent. Lead 1.5 mm. thick is practically opaque.
If & square rod of wood 20 mm. on the side be painted on one face
with white lead, it casts little shadow when it is so turned that the

inted face is parallel to the X rays, but a strong shadow if the rays
ave to pass through the painted side. The salts of the metals, either

solid or in solution, behave generally as the metals themselves.
3. The preceding experiments lead to the conclusion that the

*Translated by A. Stanton, from the Sitzungsberichle des Wiirztur ger Physik:
medic Gesellschqft. 1895, and reprinted from Nature, January 23, 1596,
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density of the bodies is the property whose variation mainly affects
their permeability. At least no other property seems so marked in
this connection. But that the density alone does not determine the
transparency, is shown by an experiment wherein plates of similar
thickness of Iceland spar, glass, aluminium, and quartz were em-
ployed as screens. Then the Iceland spar showed itself much less
transparent thaa the other bodies, though of approximately the same
density. I bhave not remarked any strong fluorescence of Iceland spar
compared with glass (see below).

4. Increasing thickness increases the hindrance offered to the rays
by all bodies. - A picture Lhas been impressed on a photographic plate
o{; number of superposed layers of tin foil, like steps, presenting
thus a regularly increasing thickness. This is to be submitted to
photometric processes when a suitable instrument is available.

Pieces of platinum, lead, zinc, and aluminium foil were so
arranged as to produce the same weakening of the effect. The an-
nexed table shows the relative thickness and density of the equivalent
sheets of metal:

Relative.
Thickness. thickness. Density.

Platinum ....... ....... 018 mm. ! 1 N5
Jead........ mm 3 1ns
Zine..... . . 100 min [] 71
Aluminium........ eereretieenetireaneateaas 8.500 mm. 200 2.0

From these values it is clear that in no case can we obtain the
transparency of a body from the product of its density and thickness.
The transparency increases much more rapidly than the product de-
creases.

8. The fluorescence of barium platino-cyanide is not the only
noticeable actionof the X rays. It is to be observed that other bodies
exhibit fluorescence—e. g., calcium sulphide, uranium glass, Iceland
spar, rock salt, etc.

Of special interest in this connection is the fact that photographic
dry plates are sensitive to the X rays. It is thus possible to exhibit
the phenomena so as to exclude the danger of error. I have thus
confirmed many observations originally made by eye observation with
the fluorescent screen. Here the power of the X rays to pass through
wood or cardboard becomes useful. The photographic plate can
exposed to the action without removal of the shutter of the dark slide
or other protecting case, so that the experiment need not be conducted
in darkness. Manifestly, unexposed plates must not be left in their
box near the vacuum tube.

It seemns now questionable whether the impression on the plate
is a direct effect o? the X rays, or a secondary result induced by the
fluorescence of the material of the plate. Films can receive the im.
pression as well as ordinary dry plates.

I have not been able to show experimentally that the X rays give
rise to any calorific effects. These, however, may be assumed, for
the phenomena of fluorescence show that the X rays are capable of
transformation. It i8 also certain that all the X rays falling on a
body do not leave it as such.

The retina of the eye is quite insensitive to these rays; the eye
placed close to the apparatus sees nothing. It is clear from the ex-
periments that this is not due to want of permeability on the part of
the structures of the eye.
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7. After my experiments on the transparency of increasing
thickness of different media, I proceeded to investigate whether the
X rays could be deflected by a prism. Investigations with water and
carbon bisulphide in mica prisms of 80 degrees showed no deviation
either on the photographic or the fluorescent plate. For comparison,
light rays were allowed to fall on the prism as the apparatus was set
up for the experiment. They were deviated 10 mm. and 20 mm. re-
spectively in the case of the two prisms.

‘With prisms of ebonite and aluminium, I have obtained images
on the photographic plate, which point to a possible deviation. It is,
however, uncertain, and at most would point to & refractive index
1.05. No deviation can be observed by means of the fluorescent
screen. Investigations with the heavier metals have not as yet led
to any result, because of their small transparency and the consequent
enfeebling of the transmitted rays.

On account of the importance of the question, it is desirable to
try in other ways whether the X rays are susceptible of refraction.
Finely powdered bodies allow in thick layers but little of the incident
light to pass through, in consequence of refraction and reflection.
In the case of the X rays, however, such layers of powder are jor
equal masses of substance equally transparent with the coherent
solid itself. Hence we cannot conclude any regular reflection or re-
fraction of the X rays. The research was conducted by the aid of
finely ‘lpowdered rock salt, fine electrolytic silver powder, and zinc
dust already many times employed in chemical work. In all there
cases the result, whether by the fluorescent screen or the photographic
method, indicated no difference in transparency between the powder
and the coherent solid.

It is, hence, obvious that lenses cannot be looked upon as capable
of concentrating the X rays; in effect, both an ebonite and a glass
lens of large size prove to be without action. The shadow photo-

ph of a round rod is darker in the middle than at the edge; the
image of a cylinder filled with a body more transparent than its walls,
exhibits the middle brighter than the edge.

8. The preceding experiments, and others which I over, point
to the rays being incapable of regular reflection. It is, however,
well to detail an observation which at first sight seemed to lead to an
opposite conclusion.

1 exposed a plate protected by a black paper sheet, to the X rays,
so that the glass side lay pext to the vacuum tube. The sensitive
film was partly covered with star-sha; pieces of platinum, lead,
zinc. and alumininm. On the developed negative the star-shaped im-
pression showed dark under platinum, lead, and, more markedly,
under zinc; the aluminium gave no image. It seems, therefore, that
these three metals can reflect the X rays. As, however, another ex-
planation is possible, I repeated the experiment with this only differ-
ence. that a film of thin aluminium foil was interposed between the
sensitive film and the metal stars. Such an aluminium plate is opaque
to ultra-violet rays, but transparent to X rays. In the result the im-
ages appeared as before, this pointing still to the existence of reflec-
tion at metal surfaces.

If one considers this observation in connection with others,
namely, on transparency of powders, and on the state of the surface
not being effective in altering the passage of the X rays through a
body, it leads to the probable conclusion that regular reflection does
not exist, but that bodies behave to the X rays as turbid media to

light.
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Since I have obtained no evidence of refraction at the surface of
different media, it seems probable that the X rays move with the same
velocity in all bodies, and in a medium which penetrates everything,
and in which the molecules of bodies are embedded. The molecules
obstruct the X rays the more effectively as the density of the body
concerned is greater.

It seemed possible that the geometrical arrangement of the
molecules might affect the action of a body upon the X rays, so that,
for example, Iceland spar might exhibit different phenomena accord-
ing to the relation of the surface of the plate to the axis of the crystal.
Experiments with quartz and Iceland spar on this point lead to a
negative result.

10. Itisknown that Lenard, in his investigations on cathode rays,
has shown that they belong to the ether, and can pass through all
bodies. Concerning the X rays the same may be said.

In his latest work, Lenard has investigated the absorption co-
efficients of various bodies for the cathode rays, including air at atmos-
pheric pressure, which gives 4.10, 3.40, 8.10 for 1 cm., according to
the degree of exhaustion of the gas in discharge tube. To judge from
the nature of the discharge, 1 have worked at about the same pres.
sure, but occasionally at greater or smaller pressures, I find, using
a Weber’s ghotometer, that the intensity of the fluorescent light varies
nearly as the inverse square of the distance between screen and dis-
charge tube. This result is obtained fromn three very consistent sets
of observations at distances of 100 and 200 mm. Hence air absorbs
the X rays much less than the cathode rays. This result is in com-
plete agreement with the previously described resuit, that the tluor-
escence of the screen can be still observed at two metres from the
vacuum tube. In general, other bodies behave like air; they are more
transparent for the X rays than for the cathode rays.

. 11. A further distinction, and a noteworthy one, results from
the action of a magnet. I haye not succeeded in observing any devia-
tion of the X rays even in very strong magnetic fields.

The deviation of cathode rays by the magnet is one of their pecu-
liar characteristics; it has been observed by Hertz and Lenard, that

veral kinds of cathode rays exist, which differ by their power of ex-
citing phosphorescence, their susceptibility of absorption, and their
deviation by the magnet; but a notable deviation has been observed
in all cases which have yet been investigated, and I think such devia-
tion affords a characteristic not to be ret aside lightly.

12. As the result of many researches, it appears that the place
of most brilliant phosphorescence of the walls of the discharge tube
is the chief seat whence the X rays originate and spread in all direc-
tions; that is, the X rays proceed frowmn the front where the cathode rays
strike the glass. If one deviates the cathode rays within the tube by
means of & magnet, it is seen that the X rays proceed from a new
point, ¢. e., again from the end of the cathode rays.

Also for this reason the X rays, which are not deflected by a
magnet, cannot be regarded ascathode rays which have passed through
the glass, for the passage cannot, according to Lenard, be the cause
of the different deflection of the rays. Hence I conclude that the X
rays are not identical with the cathode rays, but are produced from the
cathode rays at the glass surface of the tube.

18. The rays are generated not only in glass. I have obtained
them in an apparatus closed by an aluminium plate two mm. thick.
1 purpose later to investigate the behavior of other substances.
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14. The justificationof the term ‘‘rays,” applied to the phenom-
ena, lies partly in the regular shadow pictures produced by the inter-
position of a more or less permeable body between the source and a
pho&ogruphic plate or fluorescent screen.

1 bave observed and photographed many such shadow pictures.
Thas, I have an outline of part of a door covered with lead paint; the
image was produced by placing the discharge tube on one side of the
door, and the sensitive plate on the other. I have also a shadow of
the bones of the hand, of a wire wound upon a bobbin, of a set of
weights in a box, of a compass, card, and needle completely inclosed in
a metal case, of a piece of metal where the X rays show the want of
homogeneity, and of other things.

For the rectilinear propagation of the rays, I have a pin-hole
photograph of the discharge apparatus covered with black paper. It
is faint but unmistakable. )

15. I have sought for interference effects of the X rays, but, pos-
sibly in consequence of their small intensity, without result.

16. hes to investigate whether electrostatic forces act on
the X rays are n bat ngt yet concluded.

17. If one asks, What, then, are these X rays? Since theyare not
cathode rays, one might suppose, from their power of exciting fluor-
escence and chemical action, them to be due to ultra-violet light. In
opposition to this view a weighty set of considerations presents itself.
It ?sr‘sys be indeed ultra-violet light, then that light must possess the
following properties:

(a) It 18 not refracted in passing from air into water, carbon bisulphide,
aluminium, rock salt, glass, or zine.

(b) 1t is incapable of regular reflection at the surface of the above bodies.

(¢) It cannot be pol by any ordinary polarizing media.

(d) The absorption by various bodies must depend chiefly on their density.

That is to say, these ultra-violet rays must behave quite differ-
ently from the visible, infra-red, and the hitherto known ultra-violet

rays.
7 These things appear so unlikely that I have sought for another
hypothesis.

A kind of relationship between the new rays and light rays ap-
pears to exist; at least the formation of shadows, fluorescence. and
the production of chemical action point in this direction. Now it has
been known for a long time, that besides the transverse vibrations
which account for the phenomena of light, it is possible that longitudi-
nal vibrations should exist in the ether, and, according to the view
of some physicists, must exist. It is granted that their existence has
not yet been made clear, and their properties are not experimentally
demonstrated. Should not the new rays be ascribed to longitudinal
waves in the ether?

1 must confess that I have in the course of this research made
myself more and more familiar with this thought, and venture to put
the opinion forward, while I am quite conscious that the hypothesis
advanced still requires a more solid foundation.

The problem indicated above by Professor Rontgen, as
to the real nature of the X rays and their relation to the
phenomena of light, electricity, sound, and other familiar
subjects of hypothesis, can be solved only after much careful
investigation. To this end the mere indefinite repetition
of taking prints by means of the rays makes no contribu-
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tion. The inquiry is still in its initial stages: not yet have
been determined even the precise conditions under which
the new rays manifest themselves: we even have yet to
see laid a sure experimental basis for speculation.

The accompanying cuts serve to illustrate the ordinary
method of obtaining prints by means of the X rays. The
object of which a radiotype is desired—say the lead in a
pencil, or a purse containing coins, or a human hand—is
mserted in the path of the rays, between the vacuum
tube from which they emanate and a light-tight box con-
taining an ordinary highly sensitized photographic plate.
The requisite time of exposure varies under conditions not
yet well understood. The X rays, as they pass through
the objects interposed between the tube and the sensitive
plate, are obstructed in varying degrees according to the
thickness or density of the materjal parts of the objects.
Thus the lead in the pencil, the coins in the purse,
or the bones in the hand, absorb a greater proportion of
the rays than the wood, the leather, or the flesh, and are
accordingly outlined in shadow upon the plate.

The honor of having been the first to obtain a genuine
X-ray print, is claimed for the University of Pennsylvania.
It was obtained February 22, 1890, b{) accident; but the
phenomenon was not followed up by research, being
treated as inexplicable.

The prevailing opinion seems to be, that in their essence the X
rays are a hitherto unknown form of manifestation of the same ulti-
mate energy which, under other conditions, appears as light and elec-
tricity. They are not light in the ordinary sense, for they do not
affect the eye. Nor are they the same as the well-known infra-red
or ultra-violet rays of invisible light, whose rapidity of vibration
falls respectively below or above the range to which the human
eye is susceptible; for, while it seems possible that they may
differ from these latter not in kind, but merely in the degree of
rapidity of their vibrations, their behavior ranks them in a separate
class: they are not readily susceptible of refraction, diffraction. con-
centration by a leus, or even reflection by ordinary reflecting surfaces.
That they pass through opaque substances is perhaps less imnportant,
because we already have examples of selective transparency to light
vibrations, and this may be only another, though unusually striking
one. It seems probable, however, that these new rays are intercepted
by bodies mainly in proportion to their density or their atomic weight,
in which case the selection differs in kind from what we are familiar
with. Two things they have in common with ordinary light—they
can produce fluorescence, and they can cause chemical changes in the
sensitive film on a photographic plate.

If the X rays were simply ultra-violet rays of shorter wave length
than any yet recognized, we might expect them to follow the analogy
of shortening waves by being more highly refrangible than the ultra-
violet. They are pot apparently refrangible at all under ordinary
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By courtexy of the Scientific American.

APPARATUS USED BY PROF. A. W. WRIGHT OF YALE FOR OBTAINING X-RAY PRINTS.

On a clamp support is carried the Crookes tube. Professor Wright used
one of appro tely spherical shape of the type originally used by Professor
Crookes 10 show the dependence upon the negative pole of radiant state phe-
nomena. The excitation was furnished by an induction coil, the primary of
which was excited b&‘o five-cell storage battery, and the secondary was taken
as giving 200.000 to ,000 volts potential, corresponding roughly to a spark
length or distance between electrodes of twn to three inches in air. Wires
from the secondary were connected to the terminals of the (‘rookes tube
as shown, the negative wire to the upper electrode. On the table, a few
inches below the tube, the sensitized piate contained in an ordinary plate
holder was l;l)la.ced. and on its slide of ebonite were placed the objects to be
*photographed."

conditions. However, Professor J. J. Thomson of Cambridge Uni-
versity has shown that this result might follow were their wave
lengths of an order of magnitude comparable to the dimensions of a
molecule; so that the non-refrangibility of X rays, even were it ab-
solute, would offer no clue to their relation to ultra-violet rays.

However. Mr. Lascelles-Scott, a British scientist, states that the
X rays are refrangible under certain conditions; and the researches of
Professor J. S. McKay of the Packer Institute, Brooklyn, N. Y.,
point toward double refraction of the rays by Iceland spar in thesame
way as ordinary light is doubly refracted—all of which favors the
view of the kindred nature of the X rays and light rays.

Another important announcement—made by Mr. Tesla—is that
the X rays are to some extent capable of reflection. Tesla claims
that by means solely of the rays reflected from a thick platc of glass
placed at an angle of 45 degrees to the axis of a thick copper tube
containing a sensitive plate, he has obtained X-ray shadow-prints
after an exposure of 45 minutes. The terminal bulb was so placed
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TYPICAL ARRANGEXENT OF APPARATUS.

1. Holder containing highly sensitized photo%n&:ic plate. 2. Pencll, of
which shadow print is desired. 8. Crookes tube. 4. Cathode or negative pole.
5. Peeitive pole. 6. Induction coil giving very high potential discharges.

that the rays fell upon the glass plate at an angle of 45 degrees, and
thus were reflected into the tube in a direction parallel to its axis.
Two per cent of the direct rays are estimated to have been reflected.
The possibility of reflecting X rays has also been demonstrated by
Messrs. McLennan, Wright, and Keele of the University of Toronto
(see below).

Rontgen himself cautiously hints that the X rays may be physic-
ally dissimilar to ordinary light in any of its known forms, visible or in-
visible, He leans to the opinion that they are due to longicudinal
or condensational vibrations of the ether, instead of to the transversal
or distortional vibrations which are the fundamental assumption of
the existing theory of light. For it should be noted, that, although
variations in the line of propagation of the ray have no place in the
accepted explanations of the nature of light, their existence has been
admitted as possible, and even insisted on as actual, by physicists,
notably Lord Kelvin. The fact that X rays excite fluorescence—a
phenomenon recognized as the degradation of short waves into longer
ones—is compatible with the theory that they are transverse vibra-
tions of very short period, but it does not exclude the hypothesis that
we are dealing with longitudinal vibrations which, so far as we
know, may have the power of setting up transverse vibrations affect-
ing the eye. Air is exceedingly opaque to transverse waves of very
short period, but these X rays are operative after traversing long dis-
tances through air. Tesla claims to have observed their effect at a
distance of over forty feet. This, again, would seem to distinguish
them from ultra-violet rays; but there is such a thing as selective ab-
sorption; and air may absorb short waves up to a certain point, yet
be transparent to waves shorter still.

We have already mentioned that Iceland spar has lrbrobnbly been
found capable of doubly refracting the X rays, so that Rontgen’s con-
clusion that the rays cannot be polarized may require to be modified.
It is, however, singular to note that the rays seem to pass with equal
facility through two plates of tourmaline, whether their axes be par-
allel or at right angles. This is a very important observation, since
the phenomena of polarization really form the corner-stone of the
theory that light depends upon vibrations transverse to the direction
of propagation. Yet even here there is the disturbing possibility
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that analogy may not hold when we come to deal with transverse
vibrations of a period comparable to molecular dimensions.

In the present state of our knowledge, no conclusive argament
can be made for the hypothesis either of longitudinal or of excessively
short transverse etheric vibrations.

Other hypotheses as to the nature of the X rays have been ad-
vanced, which we indicate briefly as follows:

Some_investigators hold them to be identical with the cathode rays of
Hertz and Lenard. Rﬁm{ however, points out that the X rays, unlike the
cathode rays, are not d ed b{&mumet: they are not reflected by a mirror
of polished steel; they suffer far absorption and diffusion than the latter;
thneJ have a much greater penetrative gower: 6 or 8 centimetres seems to be the
limit of the * radiation length * of cathode rays in air at atmospheric pressure,
whereas Tesla has shown X rays to be operative at a distance of over 40 feet;
cathode rays will pass through onlget.hln films of soaip aluminium fofl, etc..
while Edison has shown X rays to be instantly operative through eight inches
of wood: and, finally, RSntgen claims that while the cathode rays emanate di-
rectly from the cathode, the starting point of the X rays is the luminescent spot
on the glass wall of the discharge tube at which the cathode rays terminate.

The points of similarity between X and cathode rays are their actinic prop-
erties, their rectilinear propagation, and the fact that in both cases the relative
transperency of bodies to them seems to depend upon the conditions of vary-
ing density or atomic weight. Some authorities, it should be noted. as Pro-
fessor Rowland of Johns Hopkins University. incline to the view that the source
of the X rays is to be found at the anode rather than the cathode.

Others, including Tesla, suggest that the so-called X rays, as well as the
cathode rays, are not rays (4. ¢.. etheric waves) at all, but streams ot;sanlcles of
ordinary matter shot forth, as it were (or repelled), from the cathode surface,
and of suficient minuteness and momentum to traverse the interspaces be-
tween the molecules in the wall of the tube and other solid bodies. On the
other hand, Professor A. W. Wright of Yale thinks the X rays may be the ordi-
nary cathode rays filtered, 8o to speak, an through the glass, of the ma-
terial particles projected from the electrode,

Mr. S. H. Emmens of New York city maintains that the X rays necessitate
no new hypothesis: they are not limited to emissions from electrified vacuum
tubes, but exist in sunlight, and in radiations from lamps, electric arcs. and in fact
all sources of radiant energy. Assisted by his son, he claims to have obtained
X-ray pictures of objects placed upon a sensitized plate excluded from sunlight
by a vulcanite screen, slmpl{mu an effect of long exposure to the penetrative
rays In thesunbeams. He also claims to have obtained simfilar effects in dark-
ness as a result of the invisible X radiance to be found everywhere. His con-
clusions are, however, open to question, as sunlight is known to penetrate
wood. ebonite, and other substances, and there are different ways in which the

otography of obscure objects can be obtained.

Ever since the first experiments confirmatory in general
of the observations of Dr. Rontgen, efforts have been di-
rected toward finding some means of intensifying the ef-
fect of the X rays, so a8 to shorten the requisite time of
exposure and make possible greater distinctness in the radio-
types. To this end a most important advance—in many
respects the most important discovery made since Ront-
gen’s original announcement—was made on February 11
by Mr. ng C. MacLennan, an assistant to President Lou-
don in the physical laboratory of the University of To-
ronto, in conjunction with Mr. C. H. C. Wright and Mr.
Keele of the School of Practical Science, Toronto. By
means of a glass bell-jar held over a Crookes tube, they
succeeded in obtaining reflection of the X rays, and prac-
tically demonstrating the possibility of focusing them.
Later the same investigators succeeded in obtaining shad-
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ow pictures through several folds of black paper after an
exposure of only one second—practically showing the pos-
sibility of instantaneous results. The experiments are
described by Mr. MacLennan, in substance as follows:

“In order to determine whether the rays could be reflected, a sur-
face of clean mercury was prepared, and it was found that when the
rays were directed toward it, sensitized films protected from direct
radiation were fogged by some action coming from the mercury. To
test this apparent reflection still further, a sensitized film, protected
by a plate-holder, was placed at a distance of about twenty centime-
tres below the Crookes tube. A thick plate of glass was then inserted
midway between the tube and the fil, parallel with the latter, with
the intention of screening the plate in part from the action of the
rays. The tube was then excited for some time; and, on developing
the film, it was found that the rays evidently travelled in straight
lines, since the part of the film protected by the glass plate was well
defined and entirely unaffected by them. This experiment was re-
peated, the arrangement of apparatus being identical, with the soie
exception that a glass bell-jar was placed over the whole. Develop-
ment of the filn in this case showed (1) no action on the film outside
the jar; (2) no indication of the interposed glass plate acting as a
screen; (3) the action much more intense than in the previous experi-
ment, proving conclusively the reflection of the rays from the sur-
face of the jar.

‘“ By the employment of this method the time of exposure was re-
duced on February 11 almost to instantaneousness.” A shadow
print of a medal placed within a wooden leather-covered jewel case
was obtained by an exposure of four and a-half seconds. Very good
results were similarly obtained by an exposure of one second through
five folds of black paper.

About the same time Dr. W. J. Morton of New
York city also demonstrated the Fossibility of effecting
something like a concentration of the X rays, by means of
a vacuum tube having its negative electrode fixed upon the
outside of the bulb. A conical stream of cathode rays pro-
ceeded from the concave surface of the negative terminal
against the opposite side of the bulb, there setting up a

owerful fluorescence. Dr. Morton has the honor of being

he first in America to use the disruptive discharges of
static electricity in producing X rays, and the first also to
demonstrate that radiotypes can be taken by means of
other than Crookes tubes. I’rofessor A. W. Wright of the
Sloane physical laboratory at Yale, is said to have been the
first in America to confirm the reported existence of X rays.

Various instruments have already been devised for ren-
dering the shadow pictures instantly visible, and thus ob-
viating the necessity of awaiting the comparatively slow
process of photographic development. In all cases the
same principle is employed—the throwing of a shadow upon
a fluorescent screen instead of a photographic plate.
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L -—d
SPECIMEN X-BRAY PKINT OF A HUMAN HAND, BHOWING THE BONES THROUGH
THE FLESH.

The earliest reported device of this sort is the ‘“ cryptoscope ” in-
vented by Professor Salvioni of Perugia, Italy, and described by him
in a paper read before the Rome Medical Society on February 8. It
consists essentially of an observation tube of opaque material, having
its passage closed by a screen whose surface is coated with crystals of
a substance which becomes fluorescent under the influence of X rays
—such as platino-cyanide of barium. The eye is applied to the aper-
tare at one end. The object to be examined is simply placed between
the observation tube and the Crookes tube, and a sgadow picture is
thus at once produced on the fluorescent screen.

A similar device, constructed by E. P. Thompson of New York
city, is called by bim a ‘‘kinetoskotoscope,” its purpose being to ren-
der instantly visible motions occurring within the interior of bodies.

Mr. 8. H. Emmens, whose theory of the universal emission of X
rays from all sources of radiant energy has already been alluded to,
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has constructed an instrument called a ‘‘ photoscope,” by means of
which, he claims, it is possible to examine certain internal parts of
the human body—as the bones—with the aid of sunlight only. Its
principle is the same as in the cases already cited—the casting of a
shadow upon a screen which fluoresces under the action of X rays.
But the most efficient of all the devices for the purpose indicated,
is the *‘fluoroscope,” invented by Thomas A. Edison. It consists of
a pyramid-shaped tube—like the box of an old stereopticon—the
smaller end of which is adjusted to the eyes so as to excludeall light.
At the larger end is pl a piece of cardboard, on the inner side of
which is pasted & screen of white cloth coated with fine crystals of tung-
state of calcium,* which substance Mr. Edison found to be about eight
times as sensitive as the ordinarily used platino-cyanide of barium.
So readily does the screen thus prepared fluoresce under the action of
X rays, that the bones of a human hand can be instantly seen in shad-
ow pictures when held up even at a distance of fifteen feet in front
of t’l’le Crookes tube; and Mr. Edison is reported to have gazed upon
the bones of his own hand through eight inches of wood. The prac-
tical utility of the fluoroscope for the inspection of bone fractures,
the location of pullets and other foreign substances imbedded in the
organism, and other uses of surgery, is undoubtedly very great. In
the laboratory it will also have the important function of giving to
all experimenters with X rays an instant valuation of their tubes and

* of their excitation.

Up to the present time the practical applications of the
discovery of )E rays have been mainly in the fields of sur-
gery and medical diagnosis. The dreams at first enter-
tained—that by means of the new ¢ photography” we
should be enabled to watch the various functions of all the
internal organs of the body, and detect at once all such
morbid developments of tissne as tumors, cancers, etc.—
seem to have been unwarranted. The radiotypes show no
details except such as depend on varying thickness, and
cither density or atomic weight. It is thus probable that
the X-ray pictures will serve merely to facilitate operations,
rather than to effect a revolution in surgery or medical
treatment. Their positive advantages, so far as at present
known, seem to be limited to the determination of frac-
tures, dislocations, malformations, and tumors of bones,
and the location of encysted bullets, needles, pieces of
glass, or other foreign bodies in the tissues, and earthy
calculi. Incasesof theinspection of fractures, dislocations,
and other injuries calling for immediate treatment, the ob-
jectionable delays incident to the development of photo-
graphic printsof theinjuries, are obviated by the fluoroscope.

* Tungstate of calcium is made by fusing together a mixture of sodium
chloride, sodium tungstate, and calcium chioride. The calcium takes up the
tungstio acld, sodium chloride being the other product of the double decompo-
sition. Treatment with water dissolves out the sodium chloride, leaving the
insoluble crystals of calclum tungstate, which are dried and sifted to the re-
quired fineness—about half the size of ordinary crystals of granulated sugar.
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Professor Mosetig of Vienna, it is claimed by the Brit-
tsh Medical Journal, was the first to utilize the new method,
reporting two cases in which operations had been performed
under guidance of the exact knowledge of anatomical con-
ditions obtained by the new radiation. Professor Neusser
of Vienna was the first to apply the new discovery to medi-
cal diagnosis. On January 29 he succeeded in locating
gallstones and a vesical calculus by means of X rays. Bril-
liant results have also been reached in America, and their
number is being daily added to. Professor M. I. Pupin of
Columbia University, New York city, shows a remarkable
radiotype, in which the exact location is indicated of up-
ward of forty shot embedded in a human hand, some of
them appearing behind the bones, the latter being partially
transparent to X rays. :

Professor Czermark of Gritz, in Austria, Mr. Edison,
and others have endeavored to apply the new method to
brain study, but so far without satisfactory results. Under
direction of the New York city Board of Health, experi-
ments have been instituted to test the practical possibili-
ties of the new rays in the destruction of bacilli.

Great results are also indicated in the application of the
discovery to the metallurgic arts. Not only is each metal
distinct from every other in relative transparency to X
rays, but these m{ls are themselves sensitive to the slight-
est variations in the thickness of the metals. In this way
it is thought that all alloys or composite metals may be
made to show on a photographic plate whether they are
homogeneous throughout, and where and to what extent
one metal (as, 6. g., the zinc or the copper in steel-bronze)
has not thoroughly amalgamated with another. Owing,
too, to the different effects of the rays upon iron and car-
bon, it may be possible to detect at once the quality of
specimens of iron and steel, and even to furnish a simple
method of control in the processes of manufacture.

Should the possibilities here indicated be realized, the
result would be 4 revolution in many branches of metallic
industry, especially in the making of arms, armor plate
and other products of manufacture, in the construction of
which composite metals are employed.

RONTGEN, WILHELM KONRAD, was born in Holland in 1845, and
was graduated at the University of Zurich, taking a doctorate at
twenty-five years of age. He was a pupil of Professor Kundt, and
followed the latter from Zurich to Wiirzburg, and later, in 1873, ac-
companied him to Strasburg as assistant professor. In 1875 he became

rofessor of mathematics and physics in the Agricultural Academy of

ohenheim, a small village near Stuttgart, in Wiirtemberg; but re-
Vol 6.==2.
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turned a year later to Strasburg; and in 1879 became professor in and
director of the University and Institute of Physics in the old univer-
sity town of (liessen, a city rendered illustrious before this time by
the labors of the great Liebig. In 1888 he returned to his old college
at Wirzburg, where he now holds the chair of physics.

His published papers began to a.p?ear in 1878. The isothermal
surfaces of c:{sh.ls and calorimetry of the sun, using an ice calori-
meter; electrically produced dust figures and transmission of the
electricdischarge through gases; diathermacy; a newaneroid barometer;
flame sounds; and the telephone, are typical subjects of his original
investigations. As a reward for his discovery of X rays, he was deco-
rated by the German emperor, and was made a baron by Prince Lud-
wig of Bavaria.

His essays may be found in Poggendorff and Wiedmnann’s An-
nalen, the Zeitschrift fir Kristallographie, the reports of the Vienna
Academy of Sciences, of the Gesellschaft der Wissenschaflen of Got-
tingen, as well as in those of the Gmllachﬁf:di%r Natur und Heil-
kunde of Upper Hesse, and of the Physico- cal Society of Wirz-

burg.
‘W

THE VENEZUELAN CONTROVERSY.

HE crisis which instantly followed President Cleveland’s
startling message of December 17 last (Vol. 5, p. 803;,
subsided before the middle of January. The remarkable
threat of war served as an explosive ogening of discussion,
which, after the first flush of excited patriotism in this
country and of angry surprise in Great Britain, rapidly
tended toward lines of peace. The era of discussion con-
tinued through the quarter, at whose end there were signs
that the era of negotiation was opening. Meanwhile, in-
vestigation by the commission proposed and selected by
President Cleveland and authorized by congress, has been
and i8 in progress, with gratifying indications of a settle-
ment satisfactory and honorable to all parties concerned.
Such settlement may be delayed by the usual slow pace of
diplomacy; though a casual observer of certain omens in
European, African, and Asiatic skies might expect the
government of the world-wide British empire to make no
needless delay in freeing it from American entanglements.
Probably the whole affair, now that its effervescent
riod has passed, takes its place in many minds as a fam-
1ly quarrel—very natural in its arising, very interesting
and dramatic in 1ts outburst of a deep sense of injury from
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kinsfolk, combined with the grandeur of a patriotic self-
assertion; but a quarrel soon felt to be distressing and un-
natural if pressed to its end in an armed contest on land
and sea, and indeed seen to be so absurd at that end as to
be impossible unless one or both of the peoples had gone
insane. Inasmuch as national feeling is a chief spring of
national action, it is a part of current history to record
the fact that this nation, and both nations, while recog-
nizing that a war even at the risk of final destruction
might under conceivable circumstances be a duty, saw
after a very few hours that as between these two nations,
at the present stage of human development, war, for any
cause likely to be involved in the affair now in hand, sim-
ply had no place. It was not so much decided that war
should not be, as it was seen that this war could not be.
A reference to the preceding number of this quarterly
will show the origin oF the controversy, its historic devel-
opment, the official action on both sides which brought it
to a head, with the main contentions of the parties con-
cerned when ‘it suddenly emerged into public view as a
critical and pressing issue. Also, notices are there given
of the five commissioners appointed by the president under
authority from congress to investigate and report on the
true divisional line between Venezuela and British Guiana.
The Boundary Commission.—The commissioners
met for preliminary conference with Secretary Olney on
January 4, all the members except Mr. White geing pres-
ent, and receiving their formal certificates. They then
roceeded to hold a private session, in which they elected
gustice Brewer to be their president. The oath of office
was then administered. The next meeting was on January
11, and was given largely to organizing the various de-
rtments of work. At the meeting on January 20,
S. Mallet Prevost was formally appointed secretary (or
executive officer) of the commisgsion. Previous to this
meeting the commission addressed to the secretary of state
a letter alluding to the lack of official information before
them from the two governments principally concerned—
a lack due to the fact that the commission was in no way
constituted as an international tribunal though called to
deal with international concerns; and suggesting that the
attention of the governments of Great Britain and Vene-
zuela might be called to the commission with explanation
of its objects and scope.

It may be,” thus runs the letter, ‘‘ that they will see a way, en-
tirely consistent with their own sense of international propriety, to
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mthe commission aid * * * jn the way of documentary proof,
istorical narrative, unpublished archives, or the like.” ¢ If either
should deem it appropriate to designate an agent or attorney whose
duty it would be to see that no such proofs were omitted or overlooked,
the commission would be grateful for such evidence of good will.”
The letter further suggested that such an act of either government
might be accompanied by an express reservation of its claims.

These sngsgestions were communicated to the two gov-
ernments by Secretary Olnefy.

The conciliatory tone of this letter was praised by the
London 7Ymes, which, however, remarked that it was ob-
viously impossible for Great Britain to recognize the acts
of the commission directly or indirecth. Not all the lead-
ing English newspapers agreed with this view. On both
sides of the sea the proposal was regarded as at least a wise
step on the part of the commission. A reply from Lord
Salisbury, dated February 7, said that any information at
the command of Her Majesty’s government would be read-
ily placed at the disposal of the %resident, also advance
copies of documents soon to be published relating to the
boundary question. .

On March 6 Sefior Andrade, the Venezuelan min-
ister, introduced to the commission Mr. William L.
Scruggs, ex-minister from the United States to Venezuela,
who had been appointed by the Venezuelan government
to serve as its counsel.

At the end of January the commission began regular
weekly meetings, held usnally on Friday. A great mass
of materials had already accumulated, sent from the files
of the state department or procured by purchase or loan
—maps, documents, and olcf books—whereby a general es-
timate of the case had become possible, with a separation
into departments and an assignment of individual mem-
bers to specific researches. These researches were vigor-
ously prosecuted in the intervals between meetings. From
time to time experts have been summoned to aid the com-
mission on questions of special difficulty. Mr. Justin
Winsor of Harvard University, cartological expert for the
commission, had, on March 6, finished his report on nearly
30{) maps, showing ‘their sources, accuracy, and relative
value.

British Case Presented.—The British blue book on
the Venezuelan question was laid on the table of the house
of commons on March 6. It gives in general outline the
position of Great Britain in the boundary dispute, pref-
acing this outline with a reference to the chief historical
events involved in the folir successive periods (1520-1648,
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1648-1796, 1796-1840, 1840-96), and with a short geo-
" graphical explanation, and concluding the whole with a
summary of the British propositions, which, it is claimed,
are established by the presentation. It gives a selection
of the most important maps. The following is an ab-
stract of the document:

THE BRITISH CASE.

Geographical.—The claim of (ireat Britain is that of succession to
all the possessions of the Dutch, so far as concerns the present dis-
ute.
P Guiana, in the view of historians and geographers, is the territory
between the Orinoco, the Rio Negro, the Amazon, the waters joining
the Rio Negro and the Amazon, and the Atlantic ocean. Many rivers
intersect this country, some flowing into the Orinoco, some into the
Atlantic. These give the chief communications with the interior.
Among rivers traversing the disputed district, are the Essequibo,
Pomaron, Moroco, Waini, and Barima. Important tributaries of the
uibo are the Mazaruni and Cuyuni: into the Cuyuni far to the
northwest flow the waters of the Yuruan and Yuruari.

The Dutch possessions, so far as concerns the presgent dispute, lay
between the rivers Maroni and Essequibo; and the portion between
the Maroni and the Corentin still belongs to the Netherlands and is
known as Dutch (Auiana—the Corentin being the eastern boundary of
British Guiana. The old Dutch colonies in Guiana were known as
Essequibo (west of the river Essequibo), Demerara (east of the Esse-
quibo), Berbice, and Surinam, farther eastward.

Historical.— An abstract of the elaborate and comprehensive histori-
cal presentation in the blue book, which would fully show the British
case, i8 not possible in the space here at command. An attempt may
be made only to indicate the main lineof the contention. 1t is notice-
able that no great stress is laid on the ** Schomburgk line ” in it8 re-
lation to the case as recently developed.

I 1520-1648.

The discovery of the territories now known as British Guiana
and Venezuela was previous to 1520. Between that date and 1648,
the year of the treaty of Milnster, the Spaniards and the Dutch occu-
pied portions of this region. Evidence is abundant from Spanish
sources that before 1590 the Dutch had establishments on the Guiana
coast. In1595Captain Charles Leigh, an English explorer, found them
nearthe mouth of the Orinoco; whereas the first Spanish settlement was
San Thomé de la Guayana, on the south bank of the Orinoco. By a dis-
patch from the treasurer of Cumanfi to the king of Spain, dated
April 12, 1598, it is known that Spain did not then hold any part of
Guiana. Before 1614 several Dutch companies had settlements there;
for a dispatch received and deliberated upon by the Spanish privy
council in 1614 urges that those coasts be cleared of them, and speaks
of their ‘“‘three or four settlements, very flourishing” from the river
Marafion to the river Orinoco. The charter of the Dutch West India
Company, granted by the states-general in 1621, and reaffirmed in
1637, gave the Orinoco as the limit of the company’s possessions.
A secret official report to the king of Spain on his dominions in
America, dated not long previous to the treaty of Minster (1648),
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states that ‘‘ the Dutch settlements in Guayana extend from close to
the river Amazones to the Orinoco.” In January, 1648, the t”:i
of Miinster, betweent Spain and the Netherlands, confirmed the Du -
in all their American tgoeseaionu, and affirmed their right to fresh
acquisitions wherever the Spaniards had not possession. At this date
Spain had in all Guiana only the one settlement, 8an Thomé de la
Guayana, about 150 miles from the mouth of the Orinoco. In the
new regulations of the Dutch West India Company, issued after the
treaty, the Orinoco is again referred to as its territorial limit.

11. 1648-1796.

In 1659 the Dutch colonies, Essequibo, Pomaron, Moroco, were
reported " as flourishing greatly, attracting free immigration.” About
1664 (the date 1576 is erroneous) two Jesuit Fathers, Llauri and Ver-
gara, sent to explore Guiana with a view to founding a Jesuit mission,
reported the province abandoned by the Spaniards. In 1674 the char-
ter of the Dutch West India Company was renewed, again specifying
the Orinoco as the limit. In 1684 the Dutch commander of uibo
recommended that a military post should take the place of the small
watchhouse at Barima. By 1700 there were Dutch posts along the
coast and in the interior, one being on record beyond the Cuyuni. In
1714 the stipulations of the treaty of Miinster were confirmed by the
treaty of Utrecht: at that time Spain had no possession, settlement,
or mission in Guiana, except & part of the right bank of the Orinoco;
while the Dutch held the coast to the Orinoco, and the interior to the
watersheds of the Essequibo, Cuyuni, Pomaron, and Amacuro.
Some Capuchin missions were established by Spaniards, 1780-90,
between the Orinoco and the Yuruari, and ually extended toward
the Dutch—the farthest point being Tumeremo. Repeated at-
tempts at Spanish encroachment in the region adjacent to these
missions were steadily repelled by the Dutch, wha in 1750 established
a post 150 miles farther up the Cuyuni. Spanish official reports of
this period are abundant, showing that that government fully reoo%
nized the Dutch occupancy as a fact and as well founded, thoug!
making frequent attempts to end it. A formal report of the Spanish
commandant in 1770 says:

**We have no fort in the Cuyuni. nor had we ever one there.” *'In the vast
province of Guayana, all the coasts are occupied by the foreigners, and there
alone remains to us Spaniards on the extreme limits the delta of the Orinoco
to enter the sea. The Dutch possess the most useful coasts.”

The Spanish state-council, about 1772, giving a list of what it
calls *“our effective possessions” in Guiana, mentions no locality then
occupied by the Dutch and now claimed by Great Britain. In fact,
Spain bad never asserted ownershig of the region in question.

In 1781 the British captured the Dutch colonies in Guiana, and
marked the boundary on the coast west of Point Barima—the river
Amacuro being practically the western boundary of the colony. In
1782 the French captured these colonies, and in 1783 restored them
to the Dutch. In 1796 the English again took the Dutch colonies and
marked the boundaries, portioning out all the territory from the Es.
sequibo to Barima. News of this was dispatched to the king of
Spain: and a note on the dispatch shows that he read it and that no
action was taken. '

111, 1796-180.
A report on the colony now occupied by the British was called
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for by the government in 1789: from this report the territory ap-
geu.rs a8 extending northward to the Spanish settlements on the
rinoco. In 1802 a Spanish special commissioner reported to his
government that thouih by right of discovery the whole coast
from the Amazon to the Orinoco belonged to Spain, it had for
more than a century been abandoned to Dutch and French colo-
nists, Early in the nineteenth century, reports from the governors
of British (iuniana show that the native Indian tribes in the district
recognized the protection and control formerly exercised by the Dutch
as now in the hands of the English.
s In 1810 Venezuela declared her independence of the crown of

pain.

In 1814, Ly treaty between Great Britain and the Netherlands,
Dutch Guiana (east of the river Corentin) was restored to the Neth-
erlands; while Essequibo, Demerara, and Berbice were retained by
(ireat Britain. Essequibo, in the British claim, included all the
Dutch possessions between that river and the Orinoco: this makes the
words in the treaty, ‘‘the settlement of Essequibo,” cover about 200
miles of coast and 800 or 400 miles of interior extent. In 1827 an of-
ficial report of the British lieutenant-governor gave the western
boundary of the colony as follows: ¢ On the west, a line running’
north and south fro:m Cape Barima into the interior.”

In 1830 Venezuela, after several years of connection with Colom-
bia, declared its individual independence.

In 1831, in trials for murder, in which the jurisdiction exercised
by Great Britain came under investigation, it was clearly established
that the Dutch had granted lands and had possessed settlements and
forts for a considerable distance up the Essequibo, the Mazaruni, and
the Cuyuni rivers; and that the British crown had exercised in the
same region all the rights usual to territorial sovereignty. From re-
ports of British missionaries of that period, the Spanish frontier ap-
pears to have been understood as being at the head of the Cuyuni and
Mazaruni rivers.

IV, 1840-1896.

This is the period of discussion of the boundary. The first
Schomburgk map dates from 1839, but was not official. In 1840 Sir
R. Schomburgk was officially appointed to survey the divisional line.
The blue book deals, point by point, with the claims and demands of
Venezuela, which were set forth first about 1842, and offers evidence
in refutation. It then gives the history of the discussion, which be-
came a controversy, as to various conventional or compromised boun-
daries that were suggested by (ireat Britain; as to arbitration pro-
posed and approached but neverreached; and as to Venezuelan en-
croachments on lands claimed by Britain. It presents Venezuela as
steadily insisting on the Essequibo river for her eastern boundary, as
finally demanding the immediate evacuation of the territory west of
that river, with the submission of the whole question of the frontier
to arbitration, and, on the refusal of this demand, giving the British
minister his passports in March, 1887. The refusal by the Marquis
of Salisbury in a dispatch dated March 7, 1887, contains the following:

‘‘Her Mailesty‘s government must repeat that they cannot admit any ques-
tion as to their title to territory within the line surveyed by Sir R. Schomburgk
in 1841, and laid down on Hebert's map. On the other hand. Her Majesty's gov-
ernment do not wish to insist on the extreme limit of their claim. * * For

the pu of facilitating a settlement, and_as an indication of good will
toward Yeunezuela, they would be ready to abandon a portion of that claim;
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and as regards that part of the territory between the Schomburgk line and
their extreme claim, '* * * theyarepryepuedw!ubmltthelrc to the
arbitration of a third party.”

The following is the concluding summary:

1. In:‘f prior to, and at the date of the treaty of Mlnster (1 the Dutch
had founded settlements in various parts of the territory of British Guiana,
particularly upon the coast.

2. The only settiement established by Spain prior to that date was the post
of San Thomé dela Guayana.

3. During the whole period. between 1643 and 1796. the Dutch were in unin-

possession of the entire coast line from the river Corentin to Barima.

4. During the same period they had explored the upper portions of nearly
3]1 Lhe rivers, and to a considerable extent made settlements in the adjacent

ts.

5. Prior to 1723, there was no settlement by the Spaniards in the territory
in question except S8an Thomé de la Guayana, twice removed from its original
location farther up the river.

6. Between 1724 and 1796 the Capuchin missions were established south of
the Orinoco, and gradually extended eastward toward the Dutch territory,
the farthest point occupied by the Spaniards being the village of Tumeremo,
foundexl about 1788.

7. Before 1796 Dutch settlements had existed far up the Cuyuni. a Dutch
post was established near the river Yuruari, and the Dutch had full control of
the whole basin of the Cuyuni.

8. With the exception of the settlement of San Thomé de la Guayana and
missions, the Spaniards had exercised no authority or dominion whatever over
the territory now in dispute.

9. Great Britain, on becoming possessor of the colony, succeeded to all the
rights of the Dutch.

10. After 1796 Great Britain extended her settlements and exercised over the
territory originally claimed by the Dutch all those rights by which nations
usually indicate their claim to territorial possession.

11. Neither §; nor Venezuela. after her Declaration of Independence,
had atany time either possession of or dominion over the territory inquestion.

12. Great Britain, while maintaining her just rights. has consistently shown
her desire to make a fair arrangement with Venezuela as to the boundary.

18. The claim of Venezuela that her territory extends to theriver uibo
has been upon contentions which are in no way supported by the facts,
and cannot be justificd upon any reasonable ground.

It is declared that the entire statement and the authorities as
shown in the documents annexed to it establish that, if the basis of
strict right be insisted on, Great Britain, as successor of the Dutch,
is entitled to the territory extending to Barima, including the water-
sheds of all the rivers of Guiana south of the Orinoco which flow into
the Atlantic.

The appearance of this official statement was hailed
with a chorus of gratulation by the British press: it fur-
nigshed ¢ conclusive proof” of the ‘‘spirit of equity and
honor” which had actuated Britain: Americans ¢‘cannot
fail to be struck by the volume and the cogency of the evi-
dence adduced:” the British ‘“appeal is to facts,” and
“no new facts can be adduced capable of seriously im-
pairing the main positions.” The above quotations—speci-
mens of a mass that might be drawn from many papers —
are from the London 73mes of March 7; as is also the fol-
lowing, which is here quoted as sounding the actual key-
note (though with a partisan voice) of the arguments on
each side:

‘ Stated shortly, our [British] case rests upon effective possession
by the Dutch and by ourselves exercised for considerably over two
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centuries. The case of the Venezuelans rests upon the vague preten-
sions of the Spaniards.”

So strong indeed stood the British case that there was
felt to be both room and demand for generosity and waiv-
ing of just claims.

‘““We are ready,” says the T'imes, ‘‘ out of consideration for the
natural aspirations and desires of ouroiponents, to make abatements
of no insignificant kind from what we hold to be our lawful claims.”

With few exceptions—the London Chkronicle perhaps
most notable—the tone of the English press was one of
full assurance of strength, as against all that Venezuela
could urge, yet utterly without threat or imperious de-
mand. This kindliness was one of the gracious signs in
the threatening skies; while the assurance, perhaps not
quite reasonable—because there are two sides in this a8 in
all disputes, and only one side had then been fully devel-
oped—was quite natural, and may, for aught that the
public as yet knows, be justified at last.

The American press gave full abstracts of the British
statement, and seemed to consider it a strong and credit-
able ex parte presentation; but attempted little in the way
of minute or extended criticism of its positions, deeming
it wise to leave all such work to the president’s commis-
sion with its trained intelligence and its immense treasure
of historic material. Some errors as to matters of fact, how-
ever, which had been pointed out by the London Chronicle,
were severely criticised, not at all as intentional misrep-
resentation nor as in themselves necessarily of cardinal
importance, but as unfortunately tending to discredit the
trustworthiness of the official document in which they
were detected after the controversy with which it dealt
had been prolonged throngh fifty years. The point of
this criticism was not thought to be fully turned by the
publication of corrections from Sir Frederick Pollock,
compiler of the blue book, and by the statement that the
amendment of the inaccuracies had strengthened the
British cause. If any points of the controversy shall
finally be reserved from arbitration, the question may
arise a8 to what inaccuracies may exist concerning those
points, and whose cause they may affect?

In the United States, the general estimate of the Brit-
ish presentation as a whole is that it is, as has been said,
an impressively and irrefragably strong argument—for
arbitration. .

Venezuelan Case Presented.—The first instalment
of this case was formally received by the Boundary Com-
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mission at Washington on March 10, from ex-Minister
Scruggs, counsel for the republic of Venezuela. It is
understood to contain the substance of the Venezuelan
contention, though a volume of supplementary evidence
is expected soon from Caracas. No new facts of popular
interest apgear in this volume of 440 pages. It is con-
fined to diplomatic correspondence from 1822 to the pres-
ent time, without the comment and argument which were
.abundant in the British blue book, and is of value as con-
taining some of the British letters omitted from that vol-
ume, as well as much official correspondence in which
Great Britain had no part. While the blue book deals
largely with the period before Venezuelan independence,
and presents early maps already before the commission,
this volume contains material less ' accessible, which,
whether found to be important or not, is helpful to a
thorough investigation.

The preface of the book is the official letter of the Palmerston
ministry of March 18, 1840, discrediting the Schomburgk line as an
intended boundary, followed by the treaty of London of 1814, by
which the Dutch ceded to Great Britain the Cape of Good Hope and
the establishments of Demerara, Essequibo, and Berbice. The parts
of the correspondence are:

1. Instructions from the secretary of foreign affairs of ancient Colombtia, of
which Venezuela was a portion, in 1 to her minister in London, directing
him to insist that colonists who had crossed the Essequibo should submit to
Colombian laws or retire to their former possessions.

2. Request of British minister, May 26, 1836, for Venezuela to establish a
Hghthouse at Point Barima.

8. The Aberdeen negotiations, 1841-44. )

4. Disavowal of England‘s intention to claim Venezuelan Guiana in 1850.

5. Effort to settle the dispute with Earl Derby. 1876.

6. The first Salisbu%nd Granville negotiations, 1880-81.

%. Negotiations in 18884 at Caracas.

8 General Guzman Blanco's efforts in London with Sir Jnlian Pauncefote
and Earl Granville, 1884-86, covering seventy-five pages of the book.
Negotiations at Caracas, 1886-7, and reports of Venezuelan commission

in disguted tory.

10 and 11. Resumption of relations and negotiations hetween Lord Salis-
bury and Dr. Palido, 1890, regarding a mixed commission to arbitrate west of
the Schomburgk line.

12. The Rosebery compromise, 1893.

13. Negotiations with the United States from 1893 to the present time, ask-
ing intervention, including all the correspondence reltiave to the effort of the
Pope to secure England’s consent to arbitration in 1894,

Over two hundred letters and official documents are given in full
in the book, arranged in chronological sequence, few of them having
heretofore been quoted publicly.

Dispatches from Venezuela announced that official evi-
dence to be laid before the Boundary Commission had been
sent, and might be expected about the middle of March.
The documents and the many accompanying maps relate
to a period near the end of the eighteenth century. The

are from the royal Spanish archives, are notin the Britis
blue book, and are put forward to show that the Dutch
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claim cannot be maintained to any possessions west of the
Essequibo. Minister Andrade expects to place at disposal
of the commission in due time many documents from the
records of the Venezuelan legations at Rome, Madrid,
London, and Paris.

The agents of Venezuela have also laid before the
Boundary Commission the official report of the minister of
the interior at Caracas
to the ministry of for-
eign relations, of date
May 23, 1890.

Its forty printed pages
contain the elaborate re-
port of a national scientific
exploring expeditien in
Guianan territory, show-
ing the advances made by
British colonial officials in-
to the disputed territory
following on the rich dis-
coveries of gold in 1885—
90. This report tends to
show that, according to
testimony by British ma.
gistrates and others in the
territory, no British set-
tlements existed as far
. west as the Pomaron river

as late as 1883; and that
as late as 1388 the settle-
ments in question were re-
ferred to by the English
as ‘‘the recently acquired
district.” The colonial
government exerted itself

HON. CUSHMAN K. DAVIS OF MINNESOTA, to induce European im-

REPUBLICAN UNITED STATES SBENATOR. mignnts to settle in the
gold districts in the interior, placating the Indians with generous gifts
80 that access might be made safe.

The whole spirit of this Venezuelan official report of
six years ago is one of alarm at the steady encroachment
of the governor of British Guiana on the unsettled re-
gions claimed by Venezuela. The policy of boundary ex-
tension was pushed so far, as indicated by explorations and
new military posts, as to cause fear that even the whole
Orinoco river was to be brought under English control.

Public Opinion in the United States.—This may
be set forth by brief notices of action by officials, of mo-
tions and speeches in congress, and of addresses by repre-
sentative men—nearly in the order of their occurrence,
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On January 11, “ Founders’ Day” at Cornell Uni-
versity, Ithaca, N. Y., President Schurman made an ad-
dress on the present dispute between the United States
and Great Britain.

He declared the Monroe doctrine an ideal for the public policy of
the United States; pointed out Lord Salisbury’s distinct acknowledg
ment of it in principle; showed that this country had reason to con-
sider England’s claim against Venezuela as involving an infringement
of that principle; and respectfully criticised President Cleveland for
not havini urged that this specific point as concerned the United
States, rather than the justice of England’s boundary claim as con-
cerned Venezuela, should be submitted to arbitration. Instead of
this, the president’s message to the congress threatened an appeal to
arms if Great Britain should refuse to accept a divisional line to be
laid down by the United States. The address further pointed out the
injarious or perilous inferences which might be drawn from the un-
limited right of interference in all disputes between a European and
any American power, which the message might well be deemed to
assert. It showed also that the assent expressed in the message
to an arrangement between Britain and Venezuela conceded a prin-
ciple liable to be applied in subversion of the Monroe doctrine itself.

Early in January the New York Chamber of Commerce
adopted with only two dissenting votes a report of a com-
mittee expressing profound regret at the threat of war in
the president’s message as needlessly checking the growing
prosperity of the countrg'.

bout the middle of January Senator Baker of Kan-
sas introduced a joint resolution in the senate newly de-
fining the Monroe doctrine by declaring unfriendly the
act of any foreign power in extending its territorial limits
in this hemisphere by war, treaty, purchase, or otherwise.
This controverts the declaration in the president’s mes-
sage, that the United States would ‘“of course” accept an
settlement with England which Venezuela might thin
advantageous. .

A simjlar exclusion of ‘‘direct settlement” between
Britain and Venezuela is in the concurrent resolution in
expansion of the Monroe doctrine, framed by Senator
Cushman K. Davis of Minnesota, and favorably reported
on January 20 in the senate from the committee on for-
eign relations, with only one negative vote, that of Senator
Gray of Delaware:

*“ Resolved, That the United States of America reaffirms and con-
firms the doctrines and principles promulgated by President Monroe
in his message of December 2, 1828, and declares that it will assert
and maintain that doctrine and those principles, and will regard any
infringement thereof, and particularly any attempt by any European
power to take or acquire any new territory on the American conti-
nents, or any islands adjacent thereto, for any right of sovereignty or




- ol

82 ‘ LEADING TOPICS OF THE QUARTER. 1st Qr., 1896.
ception having its place in cases in which our national safety is in-
volved. He quoted Daniel Webster in the debate on President Mon-
roe’s message: ‘ Our right to interfere in any such case is but the
exercise of the r{Fbt of reasonable and necessary self-defense.” He
denied that the Venezuelan boundary question involved United States
interests in any way that demanded or justified our interference.

Public Opinion in Great Britain.—The queen is
not in a position to act openly as a peacemaker, but her
sentiments and the effect of her personal influence against
war between the kindred nations are beyond doubt. At
the beginning of January, signs were multiplying that the
English nation felt strong repugnance to war with the
United States, and would demand of their rulers all
measures consistent with honor for its avoidance. As for
the rulers, no utterance of theirs has shown a warlike
spirit; though it is undeniable that Lord Salisbur{’s two
notes of November 26, 1895—with his cool handling of
that undefined object of American worship, the Monroe
doctrine, and with his implied assumption to be himself
the arbitrator of a principal point in the boundary ques-
tion which he professed himself ready to submit to arbi-
tration—had supplied the British as well as the American

ublic with an excuse for President Cleveland’s dramatic

int of war. However, before the end of January, Ven-
ezuela had ceased to be a ‘“sengation ” in Greaf Britain.
Mr. Arthur J. Balfour, first lord of the treasury, in an
address at Manchester on January 15, and Mr. Chamber-
lain at Birmingham on January 25, declared the cordial
assent of the British government to the Monroe doctrine
both now and ever since its first announcement on Can-
ning’s suggestion. On February 12 Sir William V. Har-
court, liberal leader in the commons, compared the Mon-
roe doctrine for America to the doctrine of the balance of
power for Europe—equally justifiable and expedient. In
this connection it is interesting to note that on November
26, 1895, Lord Salisbury wrote of the Monroe doctrine:
 Imust not be understood asexpressing any acceptance of it
on the part of Her Majesty's government.”

The Schomburgk line, which Lord Salisbury declared
was not to be discussed—the British irreducible minimum
—was much discussed early in January, with the result
that the radical Chronicle, the unionist Pall Mall Gazette,
the conservative St. James’s Gazetle, and the Times agree
that it is no minimum, and is reducible to the extent that
it may easily disappear—its use having been mainly to dis-
tinguish roughly t{:e gsettled from the unsettled districts.
A correspongent of the Chronicle unearthed the fact that
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Lord Aberdeen, half a century ago, assured the Venezue-
lan government that the line was not meant as a boundary,
except tentatively. This revelation of the premier’s mis-
take has changed the British contention: that contention
is now that the settled districts must be retained under
British rule.

Plans of Settlement Proposed.—On January 8
the Washington correspondent of the Chronicle, above
referred to, Mr. Henry Norman, proposed in that paper as
a gimple and diiniﬁed mode of settlement, that the Ven-
ezunelan dispute should be incladed in a general plan for ar-
bitration of all questions between Britain and the United
States which fail of diplomatic settlement. He called at-
tention to resolutions favoring such an arrangement
adogted in the congress on April 4, 1890, responded to by a
resolution in parliament on June 16, 1893.

The plan of a general and permanent system for arbi-
tration between the two countries, has found wide advo-
cacy under different forms. One form suggested is the
creation of a permanent tribunal of a few members, with
functions similar to those of the United States supreme
court in its relation to the separate states of the Union, to
which all questions which have passed beyond diplomatic
settlement shall be submitted for a final decision. Other
forms are suggested. On the anniversary of Washington’s
birth, the Universal Peace Society held an important con-
ference in Philadelphia, at which was discussed the feasibil-
ity of a permanent court of arbitration for ad justment of all
disputes between Great Britain and the United States. A
number of men of national repute were present; from
others, including President Cleveland, letters were read
expressing strong sympathy with the object of the confer-
ence. Among the speakers, or authors of papers read,
were Professor John Bassett Moore of Columbia Univer-
sity, New York; the Rev. Dr. Washington Gladden of
Columbus, -Ohio; President Hyde of Bowdoin College;
William E. Curtis of Chicago; Bishop Henry C. Potter:
of New York; Dr. Austin Abbott of New York; the
Rev. W. Hudson Shaw; Felix Adler; Robert Treat Paine;
and President Raymond of Union College.

Large meetings in the interest of peace were held also
in New York, Washington, and Chicago. In New York,
at an assemblage of prominent men at the house of Mr.
William E. Dodge, Chauncey M. Depew fpresented res-
olutions urging a permanent provision for some wise
method of arbitration. The state of public feeling in

Vol 6.=3.



84 LEADING TOPICS OF THE QUARTER. 1st Qr., 189.

Great Britain was shown by the ‘‘hearty greetings” tele-
phed to the meeting in Philadelphia from the Anglo-
ir:lerican Arbitration Committee, signed by the Right
Rev. Brooke Foss Westcott, Bishop of Durham; Lord
Playfair; the Very Rev. F. W. Farrar, Dean of Canter-
bury; Sir John Lubbock: Lady Henry Somerset; Mrs.
Fawcett; the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes; William R.
Cremer; the Rev. Dr. Clifford; and the Rev. Dr. Joseph
Parker.
For settlement of the pending Venezuelan question, a
lan for a joint commission, which is reported to have
en suggested by members of the administration at Wash-
ington, and which was unofficially sent to the 77mes in
London by its American correspondent, George W.
Smalley, was published by that journal February 18 with
strong commendation. Other London papers soon joined
in urging it on the British government—the popular
understanding, without official announcement, being that
the Washington government would accept it if proposed
to them, or would propose it if its acceptance by Great
Britain were probable. The plan is as follows:

A new commission to be created by agreement between Great Brit-
ain and the United States, consisting of two Englishmen and two
Americans, the two Americans probably to be two members of the
present comnmission ;

This new commission to take up the inquiry, not in order to deter-
mine the boundary or draw a divisional line between British Guiana
and Venezuels, but to ascertain the facts and to report to both govern-
ments;

The four members to complete the inquiry if unanimous, or if a
majority of the whole concur;

If they fail to agree, a fifth member, a neutral, to be appointed
by the president of the Bwiss Republic or some other acceptable per-
son H
a%ﬁe findings of this commission upon matters of fact to be binding
upon both governments and to serve as a basis for subsequent direct
negotiations between all pariies concerned with a view to agreeing
upon the boundary line;

Should these direct negotiations fail, the question to be remitted to
a tribunal composed, for instance, of the chief justices of England,
and the United States, with, if necessary, a third neutral member.

The Yuruan Incident.—The Yuruan incident (Vol.
5, p. 789) was reported on March 21 as separate from the
boundary question, and terminated through the good offices
of the United States. The early claim for damages on ac-
count of violation of the frontier, had, at Secretary Olney’s
request, been modified in character and reduced ‘in
amount by Great Britain to a mere claim for personal
damages in the sum (it is stated) of $5,000. This removes
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an insignificant but vexatious and hindering element from
the controversy, and leaves the way open for a settlement
on broad lines of international right and comity.

The quarter ended with no definite ofticial statemen*
as to a plan to be adopted -for arbitration, but with the
general assurance that negotiations were advancing favor-
ably toward a peaceful solution. The only obstacle now
is thought to be the natural hesitancy of Great Britain to
submit to arbitration the question whether territory hold-
ing 40,000 British settlers shall be transferred from her
protection to a government which is liable to recurring
revolutions. Thesuggestion that Great Britain, if arbitra-
tion goes against her, might buy back the territory, is met
with the statement that the constitution of Venezuela for-
bids any alienation of any of her territory; but perhaps
Venezuela might change her constitution as she so often
changes her rulers.

THE CUBAN REVOLT.

PDURING the gquarter Cuban affairs have assumed new
importance in this country, having been urged on pub-

lic notice by earnest and prolonged debates in congress.
The tone of these debates has given offense to Spanish
ride, and has even evoked from the press of two or three
juropean nations dramatic whispers of possible interna-
tional complications. An attempt is here made at a brief
notice of the chief military events; but the mass of reports
is too large and too confused to admit of satisfactory pres-
entation; and it must not be forgotten that, in general,
the reports conceal a nucleus of fact in a cloud of falsifica-
tion or exaggeration. Neither the rebels nor the Spanish
officials are models of modesty or of candor. It is not proper
to speak of them as lying; it may be said that they are
gifted with a tropical exuberance of imagination, which
tends to adorn the poor and naked fact. The eurliest ac-
counts of battle came usnally from Spanish sources by tele-
graph from Havana, and for several months had a remark-
able uniformity—their general purport being something
like this: That at a little interior village or sugar planta-
tion a force of rebels-numbering several thousand made an
attack on a few hundred Spanish troops, who fought like
heroes, and who, after a severe and bloody battle lasting
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more than half a day, drove their foes in full retreat with
immense loss of men and horses, while the Spanish loss
was one officer wounded and four or five men killed. The
rebel accounts from Key West and Tampa, when not on a
similar model, probably need verification.

When the character of the natural features of the coun-
try is remembered, such reports lose some of their absurd-
ity to our view. The
interior of Cuba in
the part which the
rebels chiefly use for
refuge, is a region of
mountains and ra-
vines, with thickets
and vast swamps im-
penetrable except as
traversed by narrow
paths scarcely to be
detected by those un-
familiar with the lo- _
cality, and scarcely to
be passed through by
an armi' in martial ar-
ray. The discipline
of regular troops is of
small avail where they
. find nofortified camps
to attack or besiege,
and where they can-
not force a pitched
' battle; where indeed

GENERAL VALERIANO WETLER, -the main strategy of
NEW COMMANDER oF THE spaNisH rorces  the foe is to avold a
IN CUBA. general battle and to

weary and worry by unexpected blows at points which he
reaches byasudden dash. Therebel warfarein Cuba thusfar
is a guerrilla warfare, as was that which so long held Bona-'
parte baffled at the head of his superb army in Spain; and
a chief rebel ally is the fever, which, recurring with the
seasons, makes the camps of unacclimated European sol-
diers to resemble field hospitals.

The year opened with the towns and the coast mostly
held by the government, but with the insurgents holding
more than half (the eastern half) of the island, and dis-
puting more than half of the remainder with the govern-
ment. They had also surprised the government by possess-
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ing themselves of the westernmost portion, Pinar del Rio.
They had established one of their centres of operation near
Guanajay, within fifty miles of the city of Hl;:ana itself.
Early 1n Janunary the volunteer Spanish garrisons in town
after town near the borders of the province of Havana sur-
rendered to Gomez without firing a shot. Villages near
Havana were burned, also large getached residences; and
estates were destroyed on refusing to surrender to the
rebels. By January 15 it was estimated that one-third of
the sugar-cune crop of the island had been burned; and
grindin%‘had nearly ceased, as General Gomez had given
notice that if any estates attempted grinding, he would
destroy the buildings and machinery. Afterward heissued
orders to stop burning the cane. The tobacco crop was
at first spared; later it was destroyed. Nearly all railway
operation near Havana was stopped by burning the cars
and destroying engines, tracks, and bridges. The govern-
ment infantry chased Gomez in vain, a8 his force was large-
ly cavalry with fine horses. There were, as there still are,
frequent skirmishes with small detached bands. Half-a-
dozen small towns be]):[ond Guanajay were burned by Maceo.
There was alarm at Havana, Maceo being reported as hur-
rying to join Gomez with 20,000 men ordered from the rebel
forces in the eastern provinces. Communication with the
interior was cut off. On January 16, however, report was
telegraphed from Madrid that an insurgent force of 3,000
under Maximo Gomez had been defeated by General Snarez
Valdes.

General Campos Retired from Command.—Mar-~
shal Martinez de Campos, captain-general of Cuba, long
known as Spain’s greatest soldier, is generally believed
to have advocated a conciliatory spirit and methods of
reform in dealing with the popular revolt. However
true this may have been, his nine months of effort, with
the service of more than 100,000 soldiers from Spain
and the expenditure of $60,000,000, had made no prog-
ress toward its suppression; while at Madrid his mild-
ness had been severely blamed and his recall was urged,
and at Havana the majority of the political leaders were
demanding a change in the whole system of conducting
the war. The only result of siich a sitnation was reached
on January 17, in the decision to recall General Campos,
and to send in his place General Weyler. It is not for us
to assume here the truth of the charges of Weyler’s re-
morseless cruelty in the ten-years’ rebellion, nor to assert
that the Spanish government purposely selected for Cuba
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a commander-in-chief whose repute for atrocious inhu-
manity would frighten the rebels into submission. The
fact to be recorded is, that the rebels take this view of the
case, and use it as an incitement to a sterner contest in the
refusal of every conceivable ending except the absolute in-
dependence of Cuba.

WEYLER, VALERIANO, Spanish general, was born about 1836,
and is said to be of Irish extraction. He gained distinction during
the Carlist war in Spain, and in the Spanish war against the Moors in
Africa. From his service of two years as lieutenant-colonel under
the * butcher” Valmaseda, with wﬂ’om he was a favorite, during the
rebellion of 1868-78, he brought a repute for frightful barbarity, es-
peciall{ in the province of Santiago, which repute in recent inter-
views he insists is undeserved. He declares, however, that far too
much leniency has been shown to consrlimtors within the Spanish
lines, and that all those found thus furthering the insurrection will
meet severe dealing. He announces that he will ineet war with war,
and that reforms are none of his concern. When appointed to take
direction of affairs in (‘uba, he was captain-general of Catalonia, in
Spain. In the national politics of Spain, Weyler hasbeen known asa
liberal, tending toward democratic views. On January 21, before
leaving Madrid, he expressed himself to a delegation of Cuban re-
formists as favoring the coupling of liberal political measures with
energetic military action; but he purposed to treat impartially the
three political parties of loyalists in Cuba—the intransigentes (con-
servatives); the reformists (those favoring continuance of the present
political relations of Cuba with Spain, but under purified methods of
administration); the autonomists (those urging such a change in the
bond connecting (‘uba with Spain as will give the island local self-
government like that of (‘anada as a British colony).

In the latter part of January a panic at the capital was
reported, with many inhabitants departing by sea, some in
- fear of capture of the city by Gomez, others in fear of
Weyler’s expected tyranny. On January 25 reports from
Havana of many defeats of the rebels, of the wounding of
Maximo Gomez, the chief Cuban general, and of the hem-
ming in of Antonio Maceo near the western end of the isl-
and, greatly encouraged the partisans of Spain. By re-
ports of Junuary 31 it was made known that Gomez’s
wound did not prevent his dashing on his enemy with
fierce assaults; and that Maceo’s advance guard and Go-
mez’s rear guard had caught Colonel Canella and his 1,200
men between them as in a vice, near Guanajay, and were
prevented from destroying the Spanish detachment only
by the arrival of Colonel (ialbis with a large reinforcement.
The union of the main forces of Gomez and Maceo, how-
ever, was prevented.

On February 10 General Weyler arrived at Ilavana on
the cruiser Alfonso X/I1. The city and the ships in the
harbor were decorated, and there was a brilliant military
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display. The populace gave the new ca{)tain-geneml an
enthusiastic greeting. In his speech to them he declared
that the towns must defend themselves, must provide
guides for the army, and must report news of the enemy in
their vicinity. On February 12 the new captain-general
received the American newspaper correspondents in a body,
greeting them cordially, and saying:

‘¢ Notwithstanding the regntation which has been built up for
me by the filibusters, * * you can tell your people that what-

ever I may do, the United States would do under similar circum-
stances.”

He promptly reorganized the military departments.
Before General Weyler’s departure from Madrid it was
understood (though not officially announced) that his
military policy would be to appoint military men a8 mayors
in towns and villages, to procure thesestablishment of lo-
cal defenses, and to enlist and drill citizens as volunteers.
He would withdraw the small detachments of troops scat-
tered through the interior protecting sugar estates, and
would garrison only the towns of strategic importance and
capable of withstanding a siege. e would begin military
operations at the extreme west in the province of Pinar
del Rio, and, reducing the provinces one by one, would
drive the insur%ents gradually eastward, finally sweeping
them off the island.

On February 17 Captain-General Weyler issued three
important proclamations, in effect establishing martial law
of the sternest sort.

The first proclamation defines the offenders subject to summary
trial by court-martial, with penalty of death or of life imprisonment.
Among the fourteen classes specified, are the following: Those who
invent or circulate by any means whatever news or information directly
or indirectly favorable to the rebellion; those who in any way facilitate
introduction to the enemy of arms or ammunition through the custom
houses; telegraph operators delivering war messages to other persons
than the proper officials; those who by word of mouth, through the
medium of the press, or in any other manner belittle the prestige of
Spain, the army, or any forces operating with the army; those who by
the same means praise the enemy; those who furnish horses or other re-
sources of warfare to the enemy: those who adulterate the food of the
army, or aiter the prices of provisions.

he second proclamation decrees that all inhabitants of the coun-
try within the jurisdiction of Sancti Spiritus and the provinces of
Puerto Principe and Rantiago, will present themselves at the head-
quoarters of a division, brigade, or column of the army, and provide
themselves with a document proving their identity inside of eight
days from the publication of this order in their respective townships.
It declares the revocation of all former passes; and requires that to go
into the country within the radius’of the columns operating therein,
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a pass be obtained from the mayor or military commander. It re-
quires also that all stores in the country districts be vacated at once
by their owners.

In the third proclamation General Weyler delegates full powers
to proceed with military trials to army-corps commanders. Prisoners
taken in action will be subject to summary court-martial.

Military Situation and Operations.—As to the
military situation, on February 22 the indications were of
a concentration of insurgent forces on the borders of
Matanzas and Santa Clara provinces, with a view to serious
operations soon to be renewed in the great central sugar
districts. Weyler promises protection to the planters there
in grinding their cane inmediately after the first of March.
Gomez forbids grinding till belligerent rights are accorded
to the insurgent army. Official reports of fighting, on
February 22, in the streets at Punta Brava and the neigh-
boring hamlet of Guhtao, twelve miles from Havana, were
soon discredited by strange rumors of massacre; and two
American press correspondents went to the scene to in-
vestigate. They found no signs of any fighting in the
streets; no housc fronts marred by bullets, no outside doors
or windows broken. All the visible evidence (which they
made permanent by photographs) was that the dreadful
stories told by the wives, mothers, and sisters of the dead
were true: these women testified before (ieneral Weyler on
February 26 to the killing by the troops of eighteen un-
armed and unresisting men. The authorities, to prevent
the facts being published to the world, arrested on Feb-
ruary 25, as the two investigators, Charles Michelson, cor-
respondent of the Journal of New York, and his interpre-
ter, Lorenzo Betancourt, and lodged them in Morro Castle.
On February 26 they discovered—so runs a current re-
port—that they had blundered. having taken the wrong
men. United States Consul-General Ramon 0. Williams
served official notice on (General Weyler that one of the
eighteen prisoners held for court-martial was an Ameri-
can citizen, shot in the arm in his own house, though
guilty of no act against Spain.

It should be added regarding the case of Charles
Michelson, the Journal correspondent, that General Wey-
ler released him on Consul- GGeneral Williams’s urgent repre-
sentation and assurance that Michelson had not conferred
with the rebels as charged; and that Mr. Williams is said
to have been greatly annoved at General Weyler’s intima-
tion that he had been deceived in the matter. On March
2 it was made public that Mr. Williams had tendered his
resignation to President Cleveland after twenty-one years
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of efficient service. It is said of him that he has invaria-
bly demanded civil instead of military tribunals for trial
of naturalized American citizens suspected of aiding the
insurgents.

There had been about this time many rumors, greatly
annoying to General Weyler, of midnight military execa-
tions at the Cabanas fortress. The authorities in the
strongest possible
terms denied the truth
of all these rumors,
and it cannot be said
that they have been
verified. The case of
José Lorenzo Cepero,
an American citizen, a
prisoner in Cabanas
fortress, accused of
conspicuously siding
with the rebels, had
drawn the interven-
tion of Consul-General
Ramon O. Williams.

There was much urg-

ing of his trial by

court-martial; but

General Weyler rec-

ognized the provisions

of the treaty with this

country as applicable

in the case, and on

February 18 gave of-

cial notice of its trans- ANTONIO MACEO.

fer from military to CUBAN INSURGENT CAVALRY LEADER.
civil jurisdiction.

) In the early part of March, Gomez was suddenly heard
of in the heart of Havana province, and Maceo was de-
stroying railways and bridges within a few miles of the
capital: their total force aggregated about 12,000. Cardenas
was threatened by insurgent bands under Lacret. Nine
towns were reported burned by insurgents in Pinar del
Rio, and the.great tobacco districts laid waste. The series
of official reports of skirmishes with heavy loss to the reb-
els continued. 'I'roopships arrived with large reinforce-
ments from Spain; 18,000 was given as the total number
of arrivals in the month ending March 8. Intense feel-
ing was manifested in Havana at the action of the United
States congress regarding Cuba.
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On March 14 a report, as trustworthy as the circum-
stances allow, indicated the state of the insurgent move-
ment as follows:

‘“Regular” army, estimated by Cubans, 60,000 men; but the
number active in the field may be judged about 43,000; distribution
according to provinces—Havana, 16,800; Matanzas, 8,600; SantaClara,
6,500; Santiago, 5,500; Pinar del Rio, 8,900; Camaguey, 1,500. Aboat
two-thirds are well mounted, and about one-half well armed; the
remainder have shotguns, revolvers, or only the machetes. There
are also numberless local bands of from fifteen to one hundred men,
not of the army, but serving the rebel interests in various ways, and
acting as policeand recruiting agencies. There would be great abun.
dance of men for the army were it not for the continual scarcity of am.
munition, so that the rebelsoften go into battle with only six or eight
rounds per man, dispersing when this supply is gone, and speeffil
reassembling elsewhere. g)me of Maceo’s men have used telegrap
wire chopped into short lenﬁths instead of bullets. The only artil-
lery at the middle of March was probably a dozen small pieces of
mountain cannon captured from government troops. In the hands
of the rebel cavalry, mostly fine swordsmen, the long machete is a
terrible weapon. The army as a whole is said to be well organized.
Its veteran commander, Maximo (iomez, certainly shows military
genius for the kind of warfare that he has undertaken, and he seems to
be admirably supported by his subordinate officers. The proportion of
negroes, usually mulattoes, in the army is much less than their pro-
portion in the whole population: some of them, like Antonio Maceo,
are notable cavalry commanders.

On March 18 news reachet Havana of the defeat on
the day before of a Spanish coluian near Candelaria, Pinar
del Rio province, by a force of 4,000 insurgents under
Maceo and Bandera, who made a dashing attack on the
Spanish artillery, and completely surrounded them. The
ogicial report speaks of the engagement as most severe,
but of the rebels as ‘“suffering a tremendous loss,” with
final defeat. On March 24, as is reported, an insurgent
force of nearly 2,000 men sm‘;»rised a battalion conveying
a train of army supplies in Pinar del Rio. After a hot
fight the troops were compelled to retreat.

On March 22 Gomez and his men captured the city of
Santa Clara by a night attack, charging past the outlying
forts on several sides at once, having first gained access
for a small cavalry squadron by counterfeiting the Span-
ish bugle call. The city, sixth in importance in the
island, has 30,000 inhabitants, and held large clothing
and commissary supplies. Gomez refrained from plun-
dering or damaging the city, but took a large amount of
military supplies, including more than 200,000 cartridges.
After holding the city five hours, he evacuated it at 4
A. M., knowing that a strong Spanish column would soon
be there. On the other hand, the capture of a strong
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rebel camp and hospital in the Santa Clara province was
reported on March 26 by Colonel Segura. The hospital
contained 125 wounded rebels.

Elbert Rappleye, correspondent of the New York Mail
and Express, was expelled by General Weyler on account
of his news reports, and left Havana on March 26, reach-
ing New York on March 30. His statements since his
return are naturally not very favorable to the Spanish,
- who, he says, are now on the defensive. This correspond-
ent reports that the landing at Bahia Honda of the cargo
of the Bermuda—a large supply of ammunition—has
greatly encouraged the revolutionists; and that Maceo,
with 15,000 men, is bringing up this cargo; while Weyler
has gathered forces to bar his progress, with no great pros-
pect of success. (See notice of the Bermuda expedition
below.) This correspondent hasno doubt that secret mili-
tary executions are frequent: the same opinion seems to be
held by many. Yet reports from Havana as early as the
middle of March stated that General Weyler had issued a
circular requiring absolute proof to be furnished by other
than interested persons before the deporting of accused
men to Havana for summary dealing, and warning com-
manders of their res{)onsibility for false answers.

Cuban Expeditions from the United States.—On
the night of January 26 a small old fishing steamboat, the
J. W. Hawkins, carrying (eneral Calixto Garcia and 120
men, with arms and ammunition to the value of more than
£200,000, sailed from Port Morris, N. J., and went out
through Long Island sound. Little was known about her
except that she was old and unseaworthy, and that her cargo
and passengers were a mystery. Before noon thenextday the
worthless boat and costly cargo were at the bottom of the
sea off the eastern end of Liong Island, and her passengers
were being picked up from open boats by passing schoon-
ers at various points in an ares of many miles of tumbling
sea. It is said that ten were drowned. The survivors
were brought to New York, and it became known that the
boat was bound for Cuba with men and ammunition to aid
the insurgents. The leader, General Calixto Garcia, born
in Cuba in 1840, is a veteran in the cause, having been
one of the chiefs in the previous rebellion.

An expedition which failed to be an expedition was
that of the Bermuda, a British steamship, which was at
the point of steaming out of New York harbor on the
night of February 24, when she was seized and held by the
United States marshal, with seizure of her cargo of am-
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munition and military supplies for the Cuban insurgents.
Her passengers, 160 officers and recruits led by General
Garcia, were sorely disappointed, as was also the Cuban
junta in New York; for the expedition was supposed to
ave been kept in profound secrecy. Spanish spies, how-
ever, had been watching the ship for weeks. They had
kept the Spanish aunthorities informed, and when the due
time had come the United States authorities had becn
called on to prevent the expedition. In the judicial pro-
ceedings, however, the United States failed to establish
their case against the Bermuda.

General Garcia was more fortunate in his next attempt
at an expedition in the same steamship Bermuda, which
sailed from New York March 15, carrying, as is believed,
rifles, arms, and ammunition for the insurgents. The
men composing the expedition are supposed to have sailed
the night before on the steamship Schleswig, which runs to
Hayti—the two vessels being expected to meet somewhere
this side of Cuba, when the whole outfit of men and mate-
rial will be transferred to one vessel, which will then seek to
pass the line of Spanish warships and make a landing on
the coast. Spanis{)l spies were fully cognizant of the ex-
pedition, and knew its leaders; but it was impossible to
Frocure interference by the United States officials, as no
aw wag violated in the case. Though it is illegal for an
armed expedition to sail from one of our ports to make
war against a country with which we are at peace, there is
no law against sale and shipment of arms to any purchaser,
and no law against unarmed passengers taking ship here
for a foreign land—the ship carrying no supply of arms
for them. The quarter ended without full ascertainment
of the successful landing of this expedition. From Ia-
vana on March 25 came the positive statement that the
Bermuda had safely landed the men, arms, and ammuni-
tion. Six days later came reports from Puerto Cortez,
Honduras, that the Bermuda had arrived at that port
with a cargo of ammunition, which had been seized by the
authorities. The best information attainable makes 1t al- -
most certain that Garcia and his men were landed in Cuba,
and makes the supposition probable that all or a large part
of the cargo also was lande({ The landing may have been
interrupted while in progress, and the ship compelled to
flee from danger of capture by Spanish cruisers.

On March 18 a dlispatch from Key West, Fla., re-

orted the arrival there of the stcamer Three Friends,
aving landed in Cuba General Enrique Collazo, Major
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Charles Hernandez, and Duke Estrada, with fifty-four
men from Tampa, and with an important cargo of arms
and ammunition from Cedar Key, of which a large por-
tion was successfully landed.

Congressional Proceedings.—The proceedingsof the
United States congress on Cuban affairs have, in the view
of experts in diplomacy, been such a8 might be expected
fromalarge legislative body dea]in§ with a subject naturally
requiringdelicate diplomatic handling. It must be observed,
however, that the legislative discussion, whether moving on
wisest linesor not, wasboth unavoidable and helpful. Itwas
unavoidable, because it represented in a representative legis-
lature an extensive swell of popular feeling; it was helpful
in so far as it served to digest, and prepare, and reveal, from
amid the mass of crude notions, the cardinal elements of
the case.

There had been for months an increasing dissatisfac-
tion in the public mind with the condition of affairs in
Cuba and with our embarrassed national relations thereto.
Several resolutions favoring recognition had been intro-
duced in both houses. After long hesitation the senate
committee on foreign relations on January 30 presented a
report calling attention to the lamentable facts of the case
ag the ground of concurrent resolutions, asking the presi-
dent to

*Use in a friendly spirit the good offices of this government, to
the end that Spain shall be requested to accord to the armies with
which it is engaged in war the rights of belligerents.”

This anomalous and confusing resolution—in effect re-
questing one contending party to grant as a favor to the
other that belligerency which in the nature of the case
could only be established by the armed force of the other, or
be declared by a neutral power—was perhaps scarcely ex-
pected to avail for anything beyond a request for modifi-
cation of the barbarities and cruelties of the Cuban war.
It was merely a polite way of signifying our profound dis-
satisfaction. It miﬁht gerve ag a preliminary to some pos-
itive step which the situation might require. Senator
Morgan of Alabama offered the resolution in the senate.
Senator Cameron of Pennsylvania presented a minority re-
port, with this more self-consistent resolution:

“The president is hereby requested to use his friendly offices
with the Spanish government for the recognition of the independence
of Cuba.”

Both resolutions were sent to the calendar, awaiting
the senate’s action.
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On February 5 the senate committee abandoned its
anomalous half-measure for a substitute recommending di-
rect recognition of the belligerent rights of the insurgents,
with declaration of the neutrality of this government,
which Senator Morgan reported in the form of a concur-
rent resolution. In this form a resolution, though adopted
by both houses, has merely the moral force of a recom-
mendation to the
president, and can-
not impose on him
any necessity of either
acceptance or rejec-
tion. His action is
requisite only on a

joint resolution from
| both houses.

In the debate
which began on Feb-
ruary 20, speeches
earneatly favoring the
resolution were made
%y Senators Call of

lorida, Cameron of
Pennsylvania, Lodge
of Massachusetts, and
Morgan of Alabama.

On February 28
the senate committee
again reported, pre-
senting a compro-
mise,embodyingtheir

HON. HENRY @. TURNER, resolution of Febru-
DEMOCRATIC REPRESENTATIVE FROM GEORGIA. ary 5, and adding a
second one to placate the senators who, like Mr. Cameron,
were urging full recognition not merely of belli%erent rights,
but of the established independence of Cuba. Senator
Sherman, in an address advocating the resolutions, while
deprecating the hostility of the sensitive, proud, and gal-
lant Spanish nation, declared the Cuban situation such as
to demand the intervention of the United States. He dis-
claimed a desire to annex or control Cuba, favoring rather
its union with Mexico as a kindred people.

A resolution offered by Senator Allen of Nebraska for
unconditional recognition of Cuban independence, was
defeated by a vote of 52 to 17. A resolution by Senator
White of California merely expressing sympathy with
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the revolutionists, was lost, 57 to 12. An attempt to
make action binding on the president by changing the
resolution to the joint form also failed. The resolutions
advocated by the committee, which were finally adopted
by a vote of 64 to 6, were the following:

** Resolved, by the senate(the house of representatives concurring),
That in the opinion of congress a condition of public warexists between
the government of Spain and the government proclaimed. and for some
time maintained by force of arns, by the people of Cuba, and that
the United States of America should maintain a strict neutrality be-
tween the contending powers, according to each all the rights of
?eﬂilfemnts in the ports and territory of the United States. Be it
a er

‘* Resolred, That the friendly offices of the United States shounld
be offered by the president to the Spanish government for the recog-
nition of the independence of Cuba.”

In the house of representatives, on March 2, Mr. Hitt
of Illinois, chairman of the committee on foreign affairs,
reported resolutions to the same effect as those adopted in
the senate, though differently worded, adding the declara-
tion that the only permanent solution of the contest will
be the establishment of a government by the choice of the
Cuban people, and that legitimate interests of the Ameri-
can people were seriously injured by the present conflict,
and should be protected by intervention if necessary. The
resolutions were adopted by a vote of 263 to 17, after a
lively debate rticigated in by Representatives Iitt (I11.),
McCreary (Ky.), Adams (Penn.), Sulzer (N. Y.), Turner
gGa.), Smith (Mich.), Boutelle (Mec.), Cummings (N.Y.),

{cCall (Mass.), Moody (Mass.), and Tucker (Va.).

In the senate committee these resolutions from the
house were not accepted, and a conference committee of
the two houses was appointed on March 4, which reported
on March 5 to the senate, abandoning the senate’s com-
promise of February 28, and presenting the resolutions of
the house of March 2. In the senate on March 9, Senator
Hoar of Massachusetts presented two resolutions, urging
delay of action and calling for information from the pres-
ident as to the facts of the Cuban situation as related to
the United States, and from the committee on foreign re-
lations as to the grounds of the resolution which it had
presented. In the discussion on March 9, Senator Ilale
of Maine, in a two-hours’ speech of much force and im-
pressiveness, opposed the conference resolutions.

He said information was lacking for action 8o momentous; de-
clared that ‘‘the whole fabric of statements on which recognition was
hurried through was audacious, mendacious, fictitious;” denounced
the rebel methods of war as outrageous; denied that the (‘uban insur-

~
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rection possessed the requisites for recognition of the rebels as a belli-
ﬁerent power—fortifying his denial by recalling the action of Presi-

ent Girant; and sounded a warning note concerning our utter un-
readiness for such a war as the proposed action might plunge us
into.

On March 23 it had become evident that the senate
would not accept the conference resolutions presented on
March 9, and, on suggestion of Senators Platt of Connec-
ticut and Palmer of Illinois. its committee, through
Senator Sherman, asked consent to have the matter re-
committed to the conference cammittee of the two houses.
Thie disposition of it was ordered. Senator Mills of Texas
offered a joint resolution calling on the president to take
gossession of Cuba and hold it by military force till the

uban people can organize a republican government.
Senator Palmer of Illinois then spoke in opposition to the
resolutions as unfriendly to Spain, undiplomatic, and with-
out basis in the facts of the case. Senator George of
Mississippi followed, antagonizing the resolutions as an in-
terference by the legislative branch with the functions of
the executive. On March 26 the second conference of
the two committees unanimously reversed its former action,
and readopted resolutions which the senate had adopted
on February 28. This report was finally adopted by the
house of representatives on April 6 by a vote of 245 to 27.
It needed of course no readoption by the senate. Thus
ended the congressional discussion of two months.

This action is merely an expression of opinion, an in-
vitation to the executive to proceed in the case—the pres-
ident’s views concerning it not having at that time been
made known. Yet the general opinion that his views and
those of Secretary Olney were conservative, and that they
deemed the time not yet ripe for full recognition of Cuban
belligerency, had caused some irritation, which manifested
itself at several points in the long debate. As to the offer
of “friendly offices,” it is scarcely to be expected that it
will meet any acceptance in Spain, or be deemed “‘friendly.” .

In Spain the speeches and the votes in our congress
have occasioned fierce popular indignation. The Spanish
government has been a,gmirably courteous and calm. The
immediate response of the Eopulace to the senate resolu-
tions was a riotous outbreak on March 1. In Madrid 20,-
000 persons made a tumultuous demonstration in the
streets, which was checked by the police. Troops were
held in readiness to protect the American legation. At
Barcelona a mob attacked the American consulate, break-
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ing the windows with stones. The police at last, charging
with drawn sabres, drove them away. In Valencia on
March 8, 10,000 persons paraded the streets and sought to
enter the bull ring to hold an anti-American meeting,
which had been forbidden by the authorities. The gend-
armes were compelled to fire on the people. Later, the
mob gathered again: police and gendarmes were powerless,
and the governor of

the province pro-

claimed martial law.

The Spanish govern-

ment hastened to ex

press regrets and of-

fers of comFlete repa-

ration for all injuries,

with assurances of

protection to Ameri-

cans, whick were ac-
cepted by the United
States government in
the same friendly
spirit.

Spain, however,
was stirred to warlike
preparations. The
training squadron was
ordered to be in read-
iness; speedy prepa-
ration of six warships
was begun; and fifty

merchant vessels were
to be armed as pri- HON. EUGENE HALE OF MAINE,
vateers to clear Amer- REPUBLICAN UNITED STATES S8ENATOR.

ican commerce from the seas if war should become ne-
cessary. Throughout the kingdom there was an assurance
that all Europe was in sympathy with Spain in withstand-
ing the overbearing dpolicy of the American republic. It
wagstated in Madrid that on the recognition by the United
States of Cuban belligerency a memorandum of formal pro-
test would be prepared and sent to all the European
powers.

Vol. 6.4,
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CRISIS IN THE TRANSVAAL.

T is too soon to write the history of the stirring events
which at the opening of the year turned men’s eyes
away from Armenia, Cuba, Venezuela, and other political
storm centres and focused them upon South Africa. The
judicial investigation of the facts connected with Dr.
Jameson’s raid into
the Transvaal (Vol. 5,
p. 954), is in progress
as we write; and the
inner history of that
episode cannot be im-
partially written until
the passions of polit-
ical and racial preju-
dice have been toned
down by the lapse of
time. Still less can
we claim any special
power to foresee the
political results of in-
cidents whose real
bearing must have
been but imperfectly
appreciated by the im-
mediate participants.
All that may be
claimed as within the
scope of this article,
is to record the facts
DR. L. 8. JANESON, that havealready come
LEADER OF THE RAID INTO THE TRANSVAAL. to light_a knowledge
of which will enable us to watch more intelligently for the
unknown developments of the future.

The cardinal features of the South African situation
are well known. There is, on the one hand, the ambition
of the British—of which Mr. Cecil J. Rhodes is the chief
exponent—to extend England’s colonial empire so as to
include the whole of central South Africa from the Cape
to the Zambesi, and even beyond that to the lakes, where
connection with the outposts of British occupation in the
north may finally establish an unbroken chain of com-
munication between Cape Town and Cairo. On the other
hand, opposed to the realization of this scheme of Brit-
ish expansion, we find the kindred German and Boer,
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or Dutch, races. The former cannot forget that it was
only Mr. Rhodes’s far-sighted occupation of the coun-
try which bears his name—Rhodesia—that prevented the
execution of Germany’s original plan to connect German
Southwest Africa with German East Africa; while the
Boer can never lose sight of the fact that his identity as a
member of a distinct race, with all his cherished heritage
of langunage, customs,
and institutions, is
threatened with ex-
tinction by the onward
march of the more rest-
less, more energetic,
and more enterprising
Briton.

Thus are laid the
lines of a greatstruggle
whose ultimate issue

" must apparently be one
of three possible alter-
natives—a federation
of the various states of
South Africa into
either (1) a union, in-
dependent, and prob-
ably hostile to Great
Britain, (2) a confed-
eration under the su-
zerainty of Germany,
or (3) a confederation
loyal to the British

crown. The Jameson SIR HENRY LOOM,
raid was merely an in- FroRMERLY BRITISH HIGH COMNISSIONER FOR
cident of this wider SOUTH AFRICA.

struggle, big with the fate of rival races. It is quite within
the %ounds of possibility, that the next great European
war, as some one has said, may break out in Africa.

History of the Transvaal.—A brief glance back-
ward at the history of the Transvaal will throw light upon
the present troubles there.

The hostility between the Briton and the Boer dates back at least
to the early forties, when, after long rivalries in Cape Colony, and
after the abolition of slavery, which was enforced without compen-
sation by (ireat Britain, many of the Boer farmers took their cattle
and “trekked ” northward. Some settled in Natal, where they were
soon outnumbered and dis sed of political power by British im-

migrants. Others founded the Orange Free State on the level tracts
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between the Orange and Vaal rivers; while others, again, to escape
from English domination, crossed the Vaal and trekked northward
to the Limpopo, the most northerly limit of healthfulness for Euro-
peans in South Africa, and founded the republic of the Transvaal.

The city of (‘ape Town was surrendered to Great Britain by a
treaty signed at Rondebooch on behalf of the Dutch East Africa Com-
pln{, in September, 1795. It was ceded to France by the treaty of
Amiens (1802), but was retaken by Great Britain in 1806, and has since
been held by her. Itisonly, however, by dint of constant fighting with
natives and Boers that the British foothold in South Africa has been
maintained. In 1840 the Boers had trekked into Natal to establish
their independence; but, after a sharp struggle, Natal wag in 1848 an-
nexed to British territory; whereupon the rs pushed farther away
across the Vaal river, and founded the Transvaal or South African
republic, the political existence of which was first récognized by the
Sand River convention of 1852.

The population of the Transvaal comprises three sections—the
Boer, the Uitlander (foreigner or outsider), and the Kafir. The Boers
—of Dutch descent and British colonial extraction, born in Africa—
number among them about 15,000 adult males. The Uitlanders now
number, it is estimated, 60,000, occupied mainly in mining, commer-
cial, and industrial development. }l)‘hey comprise the Afrikander,
British, American, and European po(;)ulation. The earliest manifes-
tation of the existence of the Uitlander element as a political factor in
the country, was in the movement which led to the annexation of the
Transvaal by Great Britain in 1877, after a precarious existence of
twenty-five years maintained by incessant struggle against constantly
encroaching hordes of natives. When security to life and property
had been established, the Boers in 1880 reasserted the independence
of the republic, and signally defeated the British in the campaign
that followed, at Laing's Nek, Ingogo, and Majuba Hill (February,
1881). The Gladstone government decided that the war was an unjust
one, and in August, 1881, ceded to the Boers their independenm
under British suzerainty. In 1884 the suzerainty was modified, and
the British resident was replaced by a British agent, Great Britain re-
serving the right of controlling the foreign relations of the Trans-
vaal, except as regards the Orange Free State. As a result of the dis-
covery of gold at Johannesburg in the early eighties, the Uitlander
element has been enormously increased; and its not unnatural agita-
tion for a share in the political management of the country is the im-
mediate occasion of the present crisis.

The Kafir population is estimated at 250,000—a total which in-
cludes wives and children.

The Uitlander Agitation.—The political system'
heretofore prevailing in the Transvaal has been that of an
oligarchy rather thau a true republic. Though outnum-
bering the Boers by more than three to one, the Uitlanders
have been practically excluded from enjoyment of the
rights of citizenship; and even among the Boers—the
smallest element of the population—notwithstanding that
the franchise is extendeg to children of sixteen, power is
concentrated in the hands of an executive council, sup-
ported by a vote in the First Raad, which needs only to
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number thirteen to have a constitutional majority. In all,
twenty-five men more than cover the number, who, for a
given term of years, hold absolute power in their hands;
aud of these a considerable proportion are imported Hol-
landers.

Under this system the position of the Uitlanders has
been generally regarded as intolerable. Though the chief
property holders, wealth producers, and taxpayers, they
are absolutely denied any voice in the government; live
practically under martial law; and have no schools save
where Dutch is tanght. Moreover, they are not allowed
to hold meetings to discuss their grievances or to provide
for mutual aig. If they desire to become citizens, the
franchise is hedged about so thoroughly that it is almost
impossible for them to secure the right. Originally five
years’ residence was required to qualify a foreigner to be a
voter. It was raised to ten years, and again to fifteen,
and last year it was again raised to twenty; and even the
children who are born to settlers while living in the
Transvaal are declared to be aliens and excluded from the
rights of citizenship. The result of all this is that out of
a population of 60,000 in Johannesburg, there are only
about 300 voters.

On the side of the government, we should note, it is
claimed that the taxes are not too great, and that their
amount is largely caused by the Uitlanders themselves, be-
ing used for police and other expenses made necessary by
the mining population. Moreover, it is claimed, the Boers
are the permanent settlers, while the Uitlanders are gen-
erally but transitory residents who do not expect to remain
in the Transvaal all their days, and who are unwilling to
renounce their. citizenship elsewhere. The mines, it is fur-
ther said, do not belong to the residents, but to specula-
tive companies in London, Paris, and elsewhere, their real
owners never expecting to set foot in the Transvaal. Prop-
erty, too, is sufficiently protected, and the integrity of
the courts has never been questioned.

In the circumstances it is not surprising to learn
that last year a ‘¢ Transvaal National Union ” was formed
at Johannesburg to effect a redress of grievances. Its de-
mands were set forth in a manifesto issued December 26,
1895, as follows:

1. The establishment of this republic as a true republic.

*2. A Grondiwet, or constitution, which shall be framed by
competent persons selected by representatives of the whole geogle,

8

and framed on lines laid down by them—a constitution whic all
be safeguarded against hasty alteration.
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«8. An equitable franchise law, and fair representation.
‘4, Equality of the Dutch and English languages.
5. Responsibility to the legislature of the heads of the great
departments.
«“8. The removal of religious disabilities. .
“7. The independence of the courts of justice, with adequate
and secured remuneration for the judges.
«8. Liberal and comprehensive education.
9. An efficient civil service, with adequate provision for pay
and pensions.
T 1 *10. Free trade in
South African products.”

Dr.Jameson’s
Raid.—The idea got
abroad that the Boers
would attack Johan-
nesburg to sabdue the
agitation, and the in-
habitants set to work
toarm themselves. Ex-
citement ran high;
crowds in alarm left
the city, taking the
trains south; and busi-
ness was paralyzed.
It was finally reported
toward the end of De-
cember, that a strong
force of Boers was
about to march on the
city. In the heat of
the moment the re-
form committee laid

PAUL RRUGER, out the plans of a pro-
TRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE visional government
TRANSVAAL. and telegraphed to Sir

Hercules Robinson, governor of Cape Colony and British
high commissioner in South Africa, for protection. A
letter signed by four or five leading citizens (see below)
was sent to Dr. Jameson at Mafeking, urging him to brin

help at once. At this juncture President Kriiger oﬂ'ereg
concessions to the Uitlanders—to abolish special duties on
foodstufls; to subsidize all schools, irrespective of language;
and to grant the franchise to all supporting the govern-
ment in the present crisis. This made some impression,
with the result that when imperative orders came from
England to accord no support to Jameson’s action, Jo-
hannesburg promptly cooled down. It was agreed with
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the government at Pretoria to keep order until the arrival
of Sir Hercules Robinson; and the Uitlanders were content
to leave their cause in his hands.

In the meantime (the night of December 29) Dr. Jame-
son, with about 700 men grawn from the forces of the
South Africa Company, and with several Maxim and other

uns, had crossed the frontier near Mafeking and was
urrying to the rescue, while the Boers, in response to a
call from President Kriiger, were gathering to intercept
him. Following is the letter in response to which Dr.
Jameson acted:

JOHARNESBURG, Dec. 28, 1895.
To Dr. Jameson: -

DEAR Sik: The position of matters in this state has become so
critical that we are assured that, at no distant period, there will be a
conflict between the government and the Uitlander population. Itis
scarcely necessary for us to recapitulate what is now matter of his-
tory; suffice it to say that the position of thousands of Englishmen
and others is rapidly becoming intolerable. Not satisfied with mak-
ing the Uitlander population pay virtually the whole of the revenue
of the country, while denying them representation, the policy of the
government has been steadily to encroach upon the liberty of the sub-
ject, and to undermine the security for property to such an extent as
to cause a very deep-seated sense of discontent and danger. A foreign
corporation of Hollanders is to a considerable extent controlling our
destinies, and, in conjunction with the Boer leaders, endeavoring to
. cast them in a mold which is wholly foreign to the ienius of the

people. Every public act betrays the most positive hostility, not
only to everything English, but to the neighboring states as well.

In short, the internal policy of the government is such as to
have roused into antagonism to it not only practically the whole body
of Uitlanders, but a large number of the rs; while its external

- policy has exasperated the neighboring states, causin% the possibility
of great danger to the peace and independence of this republic.
Public feeling is in a condition of smoldering discontent. All the
petitions of the people have been refused with a greater or less de-

of contempt; and, in the debate on the franchise petition, signed
nearly 40030 people, one member challenged the Uitlanders to
fight for the rights tgey asked for, and not a single member spoke
against him. Not to go into details, we may say that the govern-
ment has called into existence all the elements necessary for armed
conflict. The one desire of the people here is for fair play, the main-
tenance of their independenoe, and the. preservation of those public
liberties without which life is not worth living. The government
denies these things, and violates the national sense of Englishmen at
every turn.

What we have to consider is, What will be the condition of
things here in the event of conflict? Thousands of unarmed men,
women, and children of our race will be at the mercy of well-armed
Boers, while property of enormous value will be in the greatest peril.
We cannot contemplate the future without the gravest apprehensions.
All feel that we are justified in taking any steps to prevent the shed-
ding of blood and to insure the protection of our rights,
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It is under these circumstances that we feel constrained to call
upon you to cowe to our aid. Should a disturbance arise here, the
circumstances are 8o extreme that we cannot but believe that you and
the men under you will not fail to come to the rescue of people who
will be so situated. We guarantee any expense that may reasonably
be incurred by you in helping us, and ask you to believe that nothing
but the sternest necessity has prompted this appeal.

As it was Jameson’s intention to make a forced march,
his men carried little provisions and no kit. Two days
after they had started, they were first fired upon from the
Boer position in the hills several miles from Krugersdorp,
which lies twenty-one miles northwest of Johannesburg.
The Boers were dislodged by the Maxims, and Jameson’s
men sressed on to Krugersdorp. 'There, instead of being
joined by the contingent from Johannesburg which Jame-
son had expected, they found a force of about 400 Boers
strongly intrenched. Several ineffective attacks were
made under command of Sir John Willoughby; but the
Boers, who took advantage of cover on every side, retained
their position. Fighting continued from about3 to11p. x.,
by which time the number of the Boers had been increased
to about 800; and during the night further reinforcements
arrived, with some fieldpieces and Maxims. The next
morning (January 2), Jameson’s force, hoping to outflank
the Boers, marched along a circuitous road to the south
asfaras Vlakfontein, eight miles from Johannesburg. Here,
again, they found themselves harassed by their wily foes, but
pushed on doggedly to Doornkop, about two miles farther
on. At this place they made their last stand, gallantly
fighting until their aramunition was exhausted, and vainly
looking for the troops from Johannesburg that never came.
Finally, it being seen that to go on meant simply waste of
life, a flag of truce was raised.  Sir John Willoughby nego-
tiated the terms of surrender. His demand for a safe-
conduct out of the country for every member of the force,
}wa.s refused; but it was guaranteed that all lives should be

ipared. Commandant Kronje, the Boer leader, wrote in
reply to Sir John Willoughby’s proposal:

““ If you will undertake to pay the expenses which you have caused
the South African republic, and will lay down your arms, then I
shall spare the lives of you and yours.”

The Boers quickly came out from cover and surrounded
Dr. Jameson and his fatigued and famished troopers,
whom they treated with the utmost kindness. Food and
water were furnished, and the wounded attended to. The
whole party, by this time reduced, it is said, to between
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300 and 400 men, were marched back, prisoners, to Kru-
gersdorp, and thence taken to Pretoria.

Accounts of the casualties on both sides vary greatly;
but it appears that Jameson’s men lost about sixty-five
killed and forty wounded; while the Boers are said to have
suffered a loss of only five killed and three wounded, though
the estimates of their opponents
range from 50 to 283 in killed
and wounded.

Dr. Jameson, at an interview,
bas said in regard to the raid:

*‘Ionly crossed the frontier because
of the urgent appeals made Ly the in-
habitants of Johannesburg, and be-
cause | fully believed that large num-
bers of my countrymen and country-
women were in dire peril of their lives.

It was only to save them and protect

them that I moved. 1couldhavebeaten

the Boers if the people of Johannes-

burg had made any effort to help them-

selves, which I was led to expect they

would do.” GENERAL P. J. JOUBERT,

COMMANDANT-GENERAL OF THE

This extraordinary raid in- 3 uAioerT EENEm, oF o

volved arisking of Great Britain’s
imperial interests throughout the whole of South Af-
rica. Had it been successful—had Dr. Jameson reached
Johannesburg and an uprising of the Uitlanders occurred
—this would have been to call into armed resistance the
whole Dutch race in the Transvaal, the Orange Free
State, and the ('ape Colony. It would have been to risk
a hostile collision with Germany, whose policy has in-
clined of late years to posing as the moral protector of the
republics of South Africa. And the ultimate results might
even be—for no one can foretell the issues of war—to re-
duce the British possessions in South Africa to a few sea-
ports, and thus check indefinitely the cherished British
scheme of colonial expansion. Dr. Jameson, in crossing
the boundary of the Transvaal with his troopers, took,
though he may not have realized it, all these risks. It is
no wonder, then, that as soon as news of his intention was
cabled to England, the British colonial office took steps to
check the movement, and, when that could not be done,
to avert its natural consequences. Throughout the crisis
Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, the colonial secretary, won
golden opinions from men of all parties for his broad and
facile grasp of a situation involving great obscurity and
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many complications, for his promptness of decision and
firmness of resolve. He at once repudiated Dr. Jameson’s
act. Sir Hercules Robinson, governor of the Cape Colony
and British high commissioner for South Africa, was in-
structed to enjoin British subjects in the Transvaal not to
aid or countenance Dr. Jamcson. Messengers were sent
to order Jameson and every officer under him to retire at
. once. He had, how-

ever, cut the wires be-
hind him, and was ten
miles beyond the
Elans river when
overtaken. Instead of
regarding the instruc-
tions, he pressed on
eastward. Mr. Cham-
berlain also called on
the British South Af-
rica Company to re-
rudiate Dr. Jameson's
acts, and was assured
that the raid had been
made without their
sanction or knowl-
edge; and Mr. Rhodes,
premier of the Cape
Colony and managing
director of the British
South Africa Com-
gany, stated that
ameson acted with-
SIR J. GORDON SPRIGG, K. C. X. G., out his authority, and

NEW PREMIER OF THE CAPE COLONY. that he tried to StOp

him on learning of his intentions, but found the wires cut.
In Europe—especially in Ilolland and Germany—both
Mr. Rhodes and the British government were openly
charged with being cognizant of what was going on. That
Dr. Jameson—a prominent official of the chartered com-
pany—should be found ready at the critical moment to
undertake a movement of such proportions, entirely with-
out the cognizance of his superiors, seemed at least highly
improbable; and not a few suspected that Jameson’s raid
was merely part of a long-planned and deliberate attempt
on the part of Mr. Rhodes and his agents to force the
hand of the colonial secretary, to precipitate the inevit-
able struggle of opposing races in Souti Africa, and if
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necessary involve Great Britain in a war for the extinction
of the Transvaal as a Dutch republic, which would be but
preliminary to an occupation similar to that in Egypt, or,
practically, an annexation of the country.

In the embarrassment to the home government result-
ing from the act of Dr. Jameson, Mr. Rhodes at once re-
signed the premiership of the Cape Colony; and a new
ministry was formed
January 10 under Sir J.

Gordon Sprigg.
Sprige, S1R JOHN GOR-
DON, was born in 1830 at Ips-
wich, Eng., son of a Baptist
minister. He settled at the
Cape of Good Hope in 1858,
and entered the colonial par-
liament in 1869. He was
colonial secretary and prime
minister from 1878 to 1881;
treasurer from 1884 to 1890;
and again premier from 1886 °
to 1890. Since 1893 he has
been treasurer and minister
of -griculture. He was created
K. C. M. G. in 1686, and be is {}f
also a commander of the Le-
gion of Honor. ;
X

The course pursued

by the British South Af-
e by e home gob. 100 sDRINITRATOR o7 RkoDESIA

ernment, who appointed Earl Grey joint administrator with
Mr. Rhodes of the various territories controlled by the com-
pany. Dr.Jameson was removed from his office as adminis-
trator of Mashonaland,beingsucceeded by Mr. F. J. Newton,
secretary of British Bechuanaland. The sppointment of
Earl Grey as joint administrator of Rhodesia is generally.
regarded as revealing the intention of the British govern-
ment to support the pacific projects of internal development
.of the company’s territories entertained by Mr. Rhodes.
It has also been decided by the British government to
place the military control of the territories in the hands
of the home authorities instead of the chartered com-
ny, and to let the relations between the Boers and the
Elglish be under the direct supervision of the colonial
office in London instead of being largely delegated to
the anthorities at the Cape. Colonel Sir Richard E.
Rowley Martin was early in March appointed comman-

<
<
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dant-general of all police forces in Bechuanaland, Mata-
beleland, and Mashonaland, and deputy commissioner for
South Africa. :

Since the capture of the little band of raiders at
Doornkop, President Kriiger has exerted a restraining
influence over his countrymen. This has won for him
general commendation as an act of clemency under
great provocation, but it is also at the same time an act
of prudent foresight, for any violent reprisals upon the
captives would undoubtedly have set the whole of South
Africa in a flame.

Up to the end of March no authentic information had
been made public regarding any demands made by Presi-
dent Kriiger in reference to the violution of Transvaal ter-
ritory by Dr. Jameson’s force. The matter will doubtless
form the subject of negotiations between Sir Hercules
Robinson and the government of the South African re-
public after tranquillity has been fully restored. The lat-
ter will un%uestionably usk for an indemnity for the ex-
pense and disturbance to which they have been exposed,
and for provision for the wives and families of the men
who were killed in opposing Dr. Jameson. In the mean-
time they have handed over Dr. Jameson and his fellow
prisoners, to be dealt with according to British law.

Over fifty arrests were made in January of members of
the reform committee at Johannesburg, including Colonel
Rhodes, a brother of Cecil Rhodes, and several American
subjects, among them John Hays Jlammond. a consulting
mining engineer to the British South Africa Company.
On representations from Secretary Olney, Mr. Chamber-
lain instructed that the protection of the British govern-
ment should be extended to American the same as to Brit-
ish subjectsin the Transvaal—which act has been graciously
commented on in the United States in view of the pend-
* ing issues over Venezuela. The trial of the reform com-
mittee members at Pretoria, was adjonrned about Febru-
ary 12 for an indefinite time. In the meantime, the mem-
bers of Dr. Jameson’s force, having been *urned over to the
British authorities in the latter part of January, were on
their way to England, where it was the intention of the gov-
ernment to institute a thorough investigation of the facts
connected with the raid. The Harlech Custle, with over 300
troopers on board, reached Plymouth February 23, the
men being immediately sent on to London. Dr. Jameson,
with thirteen of his fellow officers, arrived in the Fictoria
the day following. His appearance in London was the
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occasion of a popular demonstration of enthusiusm; for,
whatever may be thought of his judgment, his personal
gallantry and devotion have aroused almost universal ad-
miration in England. He and twelve of his officers (one
of the party having been released as an American subject)
were promptly arraigned before Sir John Bridge at the
Bow street police court (February 25), on the charge of
having violated the Foreign Enlistment act, in that, with-
out the consent of Her Majesty, they had unlawfully pre-
pared and set out on a military expedition against a friendly
state. They were released, each on his own recognizance,
in £2,000 bail. The judicial investigation has since been
carried on at intervals. Sir Richard Webster, the at-
torney-general, conducts the prosecution, and the leading
counsel for the defense is Sir Edward Clarke.

The Anglo-German Crisis.—A crisis in the rela-
tions of England and Germany, increasing greatly the
complexity of the situation in the Transvaal, was caused
by the action of Emperor William in sending to President

riiger on January 3 the following message referring to
Dr. Jameson’s raid:

‘1 express my sincere congratulations that, supported by your
people and without appealing for help to friendly powers, you have
succeeded by your own energetic action against the armed bands
which invaded your country as disturbers of the peace, and have thus

been enabled to restore peace, and safeguard the independence of your
country against attacks from without.”

President Kriiger replied:

“1 testify to Your Majesty my very deep and heartfelt thanks
for Your Majesty's sincere congratulations. With God’s help we
hope to do everything further that is possible for the hLolding of
ou!t" l(:en:ly bought independence and the stability of our beloveg re
public.

The emperor’s message roused an unusual wave of pop-
ular indignation in Great Britain, where it was interpreted
as virtually a proclamation of the independence of the
Transvaal, an ignoring of the British claims of suzerainty,
aud a declaration of the willingness of Germany to make
an alliance with the Boers and to protect their rights.
The fact, too, that the message was sent after all occasion
for possibly needed intervention had been removed by the
British government itself, when Great Britain had done
all in her power to repudiate the action of Dr. Jameson
and maintain the obligations of her treaties with the Trans-
vaal—this only added to the indignity in British eyes.
Moreover a report, based on an official statement from Sir
J. A. De Wet, British diplomatic agent at Pretoria, but
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subsequently denied by the German foreign minister, was
circulated to the effect that the Transvaal had appealed to
Germany to intervene; and a rumor got abroad that Ger-
man marines were about to be landed at Delagoa bay and
marched through Portuguese territory into the Transvaal.

The truth about these rumors seems to be this—that
in response to a request from German residents in Pre-
toria, the German
government did ask of
Portugal the privilege
of landing marines at
Delagoa bay for the
sole purpose of pro-
tecting the German
consulateand residents
in Pretoria in case of
trouble; but that be-
fore a reply could be
received from Lisbon,
the capture of Jame-
gson’s band had ren-
dered intervention un-
necessary.

Whatever truth
there lay in the rumors
of German intrigue, a
spirit of resentment
was awakened in Eng-
land which trembled
closely upon the verge
of a declaration of war.

SIR RICHARD WEBSTER, From officials of the
ATTORNEY-GENERAL OF GREAT BRITAIN. governmen t’ from the
ress, and from all circles of the people, but one voice was
eard—that of determination to resist, by armed force if
necessary, all foreign interference in matters under Brit-
ish jurisdiction. Said the London 77mes of January 8:

‘“The one question which dominates all others is sufficiently mo-
mentous. It is nothing less than the future of the whole wide re-
gion of British South Africa. * * * Since the period of the great
war, we have been the leading power in the land which is an indis-
pensable halfway house to our possessions in the East. Blood and
treasure have been lavished upon it, and infinite thought and labor
have been devoted to the task of implanting a sense of common inter-
ests and common duties in the breasts of the two European races who
inhabit it. * * * \We have waited eagerly, but very patiently,

for signs that the Afrikanders across the Vaal were beginning to per-
ceive the obvious truth which their kinsmen in Cape Colony have
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mastered—that the manifest destiny of their country is to be peopled
by citizens of the two races working together for the good of their
joint inheritance. We have hoped that they would awaken to the
expediency and the justice of granting to the Englishman in the
Transvaal the same equal rights and privileges which the Afrikander
Las long enjoyed throughout the British possessions. We still en-
tertain those ﬁopes as firmly as ever. We still adhere to the tradi-
tional policy which our imperial necessities, our history, and the geo-
graphical position of our South African colonies impose upon us. We
are resolved that, at all costs. British
supremacy shall be maintained within
our sphere of influence, and within that
sphere we emphatically include the
South African republic.”” * * *

And Mr. Chamberlain tele-
graphed to Sir Hercules Robin-
son on January 13 as follows:

*“ Great Britain will resist at all cost
the interference of any foreign power .
in the affairs of the Transvaal. The
suggestion that (Germany had contem- 3
plated such a step was met in this coun- ;;

try by an unprecedented and unanimous 4

outburst of public feeling. Great Brit- -
ain will not tolerate any change in her

relations with the Transvaal.”
FRANCIS J. NEWTON,

In view of the critical state in  xew apuiNwTRATOR OF Ma-

general of foreign relations, BHONALAND.
there was a general demand in England for an increased
‘armament; and active preparations were at once started,
with everv demonstration of popular approval, to meet
any possible emergency. On January 8 orders were is-
sued for the commissioning on January 14 (at less than
a week’s notice) of a *‘particular service” squadron, or,
to give the popular name, a “flying” squadron, consist-
ing of two first-class battleships (14,190 tons each), two
first-class cruisers (7,700 tons each), and two second-class
cruisers (4,360 tons each), besides six of the new 27-knot
torpedo-boat destroyers (one for each man-of-war). The
squadron was placed under command of Rear-Admiral A,

. Dale, who raised his flag on board the Revenge. Several
shipe on the Cape station, including the flagship S¢. George,
were also ordered at once to Delagoa bay. Tl;le “flying”
squadron had no special destination, its raison d’éfre being
primarily as a group of ships ready for and capable of re-
inforcing any of the regular British fleets in the Channel,
the Mediterranean, or elsewhere. Besides these prepara-
tions, an elaborate increase in naval construction has been
inaugurated. In the government program the expendi-
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tures are run up from £8,500,000 last year to £14,000,000.
New docks wilF be built at Gibraltar, vast expenditures
made for ordnance, and the number of enlisted men greatly
increased; and, although eight battleships, twenty-one
cruisers, and forty torpedo boats are now under construc-
tion, five new battleships, thirteen cruisers, and twenty-
eight torpedo boats are to be added to the navy.

On January 8 Queen Victoria sent by special messen-
ger an autograph letter to her grandson, the German em-
peror, to which the latter replied. No details of the cor-
respondence are published, though it is probable that the
situation in the Transvaal was referred to; and the letter
of William 1I. is said to confirm assurances given by the
German ministers, that in sending the telegram of Janu-
m&y 3 to President Kriiger, the emperor did not intend to
offer an indignity to England.

Efforts have been made by Italy and Austria to lessen
the tension between Great Britain and Germany. They
have pointed out to Germany the danger to the Triple Al-
liance from a possible enfente between Great Britain and
Russia.

Present Outlook in the Transvaal.—The elements
which determine the present outlook in the Transvaal are
the still-continued pressure of the Ulitlanders for equal
political rights, and the respective attitudes of the Boer,
the British, and the German governments. Even before
the attempts of Ir. Jameson, as we have stated, President
Kriiger contemplated the granting of certain concessions;
and on January 10 he issued a proclamation to the people
of Johannesburg in further evidence of his conciliatory
intentions, in part as follows:

¢t Strengthen the hands of the government and co-operate with it
to make this republic a cmmtrf' where all inhabitants can live frater-
nally together! For months I have thought over what alterations
would be desirable in the government, but unwarrantable instigations
keep me back. lmprovements have been demanded from me in a
tone which the men would not have dared to use in their own coun-
try. Through this it has been impossible for me and my burghers,
the founders of this republic, to consider your proposals. It was my
intention to submit a law at the first ordinary session of the volks-
raad whereby a municipality with a mnayor might be appointed for
Johannesburg, to whom the whole municipal government would be
intrusted. I ask you earnestly to answer this question: Darel, after
all that has happened, propose such to the volksraad? The answer I
myself give, as | know that there are thousands in Johannesburg to
w[‘;om I can intrust this. Inhabitants of Johannesburg, make it pos-
sible for the gevernment to appear before the volksraad with the
motto—* Forget and forgive!’”
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The Boer and Hollander classes, however, are strenu-
ously resisting all proposals of compromise, and demand
the punishment of the leaders in the recent uprising.

A new phase was given to the question the first week
in February by the publication of a dispatch from Mr.
Chamberlain to Sir Hercules Robinson for presentation to
President Kriiger, in which, as a method of dealing with
the grievances of British subjects in the Transvaal, the
colonial secretary suggested a scheme of reforms that in-
cluded the granting of autonomy to the residents of the
Rand. The snggestions are contained in the following
paragraphs of the dispatch:

*“ Basing myself upon the expressed desire of President Kriiger to
grant municipal government to Jobhannesburg, I suggest, for his con-
sideration, as one way of meeting the difficulty, that the whole of the
Rand district, from end to end, should be erected into something more
than a municipality as that word is ordinarily understood: that, in
fact, it should have -a modified local autonomy, with powers of legis-
lation on parely local questions, and subject to the veto of the presi-
dent and executive council; and that this power of legislation should
include the power of assessing and levying its own taxation, subject
to the payment to the republican government of an annual tribute of
an amount to be fixed at once and revised at intervals, so as to meet
the case of a diminution or increase in the mining industry.

As regards judicial matters in such a scheme, the Rand, like the
eastern provinces and the Kimberley district of the Cape Colony, miglit
have a superior court of its own. It would, of course, be a feature of
this scheme that the autonomous body should have the control of its
civil police, its public education, its mine management, and all other
matters affecting its internal economy and well-being. The centrsl
government would be entitled to maintain all reasonable safeguards
against the fomenting of a revolutionary movemert or the storage of
arms for treasonable purposes within the district.

““Those living in, and there enjoying a share in the government
of, the autonomous district, would not, in my view, be entitled to a
voice in the general legislature or the central executive, or the presi-
dential election. The burghers would thus be relieved of what is
evidently a haunting fear to many of them—although I believe an
unfounded one—that the first use which the enfranchised newcomers
would make of their privileges would be to upset the republican form
of government. Relieved of this apprehension, I should suppose
that there would not be many of them who would refuse to deal with
the grievances of the comparatively few Uitlanders outside the Rand
on those liberal principles which characterized the earlier legislation
of the republic.”

Mr. Chamberlain added that he would be glad if President Kril-
ger could come to England to discuss the matter.

The Boer government was incensed at the publication
of this dispatch without its being first submitted to Presi-
dent Kriiger. They regarded it as an unwarranted inter-
ference in matters entirely within the jurisdiction of the
Transvaal govemment. In fact, a gsecond crisis seemed

Vol, 6y=5,
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imminent; but all immediate danger was promptly averted
by Mr. Chamberlain’s announcement in the house of com-
mons of his readiness to abandon his home-rule proposal
for the Rand, and to ask President Kriiger to suggest an
alternative. However, the president’s contemplated visit
to England was indefinitely postponed; and it 18 said that
the vo%ksraad is not likely to assent to his going to London
except on condition that the convention of 1884 be so
amended a8 to recognize the abgolute independence of the
Transvaal. It is the avowed determination of the British
government to persist in its efforts to secure equal rights
for its subjects in the republic. It is also the avowed de-
termination of the German government, as stated in the
Reichstag by Foreign Minister von Bieberstein, to ‘“ uphold
the status quo of Delagoa bay, and also the rights involved
in the ownership of the German railways, and the main-
tenance of the South African republic as guaranteed by
the treaty of 1884.” These facts are sufficient to show
not only that the situation in the Transvaal is very much
complicated, but that the possibility of a clash between
Great Britain and Germany is by no means entirely averted.
The outlook, moreover, is not rendered less ominous by
the conclusion, in March, of a new offensive and defensive
alliance between the Transvaal and the Orange Free State,
and by the fact that the Boers of the Free State and of Ca;
Colony are said to be arming, while there has recently
been a large influx of Germans into the police and artil-
lery of the T'ransvaal.

The Matabele Uprising.—The South African situa-
tion was further complicated, near the end of March, by
a formidable uprising of the Matabeles. The last revolt of
these warlike natives, it will be remembered, was subdued
after a sharp campaign conducted by Dr. Jameson in the
latter part of 1893 (Vol. 3, pp. 616 and 836). The present
absence of Dr. Jameson in England, the withdrawal of
part of the chartered company's police, and the political
complications with which Great Britain now finds herself
confronted in South Africa, have created an opportunity
for another uprising, of which the Matabeles (possibly
under the instigation of anti-British intriguers) haveavailed
themselves. At the end of March the revolt, which in-
cluded the well-armed native police force of 350, was rap-
idly spreading. The stronghold of the Matabeles was in
the Matoppo hills, southeast of Buluwayo, though bands
of marauding natives appeared in many other directions
from that place, Many of the white settlers were mur-
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dered, and much anxiety was felt for the safety of the
garrison and people of Buluwayo, to which point forces
were being sent by the British with all possible dispatch.
The government of the I'ransvaal offered to Sir Hercules
Robinson the assistance of the burgher forces for the pro-
tection of women and children in the disturbed region.

JAMESON, DR. LEANDER STARR, was born in Scotland in 1853,
son of R. W. Jameson, writer to the Edinburgh Signet. He was ed-
ucated at Godolphin School and at University College Hospital, Lon-
don, Eng., from which he qualified as Al. R. C. 8. in 1875; and in the
same year he took his M. B. at London University, at which he also
obtained the degree of M. D. two years later.  Then he went to South
Africa and had a first-class practice at Kimberley. It was there that
Mr. Rhodes first met him. Mr. Rhodes was attacked by a dangerous
illness, and was nursed day and night by Dr. Jameson, whose treat-
ment and care undoubtedly saved Mr. Rlhodes's life. When the opera-
tions of the chartered company were endangered by the action of
Lobengula, Dr. Jameson undertook the risky task of visiting the
chief. Lobengula was ill at the time, and Dr. Jameson succeeded in
curing him, and so obtained the concession which he desired, and per--
mission for the pioneer force to march through Mashonaland. Then,
having been previously made administrator of Mashonaland, Dr.
Jameson, in March, 1893, announced an important discovery of new
gold fields not far from Fort Salisbury. A few months later the coun-
try was disturbed by the incursion of a Matabele impi which Loben-
gula had dispatched to punish a Mashona chief for stealing cattle.
The impi were ordered to leave Ly the whites, and as they refused
they were attacked, and some thirty or forty were killed. The raids
of the Matabele were repeated, and at last they fired on the white
police near Fort Victoria, and followed this up by attacking a patrol
of the Bechuanaland border police. Tle chartered company’s forces
then began to advance against Lobengula, who was himself dixin-
clined for war, but was urged on by his young braves to defy the
white men. Dr. Jameson was in command of 2,000 men of the com-
pany’s troops, and the war was brought to & speedy conclusion. Dr.
Jameson reached Buluwayo to find it practically destroyed, and short-
ly afterward Lobengula was captured. Since then Buluwayo has be-
come a flourishing town, and it was there that Dr. Jameson lived for
sowe time. .

Ruobgs, Rt. HoN. CecinL J., ex-premier of (‘ape Colony, was
born in 1833, son of Rev. Francis William Rhodes, rector of Bishop's
Stortford, Eng. Atan early age he showed symptoms of tuberculosis,
and sought a change of climate at the Cape. In 1870 he took part in
the first ‘“ rush ” to the diamond discoveries then recently made in
Griqualand West. There he met Mr. C. D. Rudd, who had also gone
to South Africa to repair a constitution which had broken down in
training at (‘ambridge. The two men formed a lasting friendship. Both
are now directors of the Consolidated Goldfields, one of the most im-
portant gold-mining trusts. But the two young partners really
founded their fortunes on some contracts in De Beers Mines. Gradu-
ally they acquired claims which grew ultimately into the De Beers
Mining Company. In the meantime Mr. Cecil Rhodes came Lome
and went to Oriel College, Oxford, where he was graduated B. A.,
proceeding to his M. A. degree in 1881, Returping to the Cape, Mr,
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Rhodes soon began to take an active interest in the politics of the col-
ony. Elected to the legislative assembly as member for West Barkly
in 1881, he has represented that constituency ever since. In 1884 he
was made treasurer of Cape Colony, and later in the same year he
was appointed deputy commissioner of Bechuanaland. In 1890 he
becamne premier in succession to Sir J. Gordon Sprigg, and commis-
sioner of crown lands and public works of Cape Colony; and since
1894 Lie had been premier and minister of native affairs. In February,
1895, he became a member of the imperial privy council. His aims
have been definitely avowed as the welding of the varied European
races ‘occupying South Africa into one great colonial nationality.
*“ United South Africa” has been the rallying cry of his policy.” His
sphere of influence stretches from Cape Town to Tanganyika, and
from the Atlantic to the Indian ocean. The work to which he has
specially devoted himself in the country bearing Lis name—Rhodesia
—is briefly summarized as follows, by the London Zimes:

*‘Such a development of material resources, combined with improvement
in soci.l surroundings, as shall attract a large white population. The work of
the administrator, operating in harmony with his (Mr. Rhodes's) conception,
will be 8o to organize the conditions under which the growing population of the
country can be recelved and governed as to enable the influx to take place
with a minimum of distress and friction and to initlate the establishment of
a great English community of the future under institutions as nearly as i-

poss
ble u;{)pmxlmmlnu to what experience has approved to be best in the institu-
tions by which they are governed at home."

A writer in the Graplic of November 11, 1893, says:

“Though reputed to be immensely rich. Mr. Cecil Rhodes lives with the
groatest simplicity, and his personal expenses are sald not to exceed £500 a
year. His home 18 a comfortable but unpretentious building called *The
Grange,' and is situated at Rondebosch, near Cape Town.”

The story of the granting of a royal charter to the British South
Africa Company in 1889, affords an example of bhis indomitable de.
termination. His gift of £10,000 to the Irish home rule party in 1891
excited much comment; for Mr. Rhodes is an imperialist, and was,
therefore, hardly expected to sym{:athize with Mr. Parnell. The re-
sult of his policy in South Africa has been that the Cape ministry has
become almost absolute,

ABYSSINIA AND THE SOUDAN.

Italian Defeat at Adowa.—From December 20, 1895,
till January 23, 1896, Makale, or Makalla (Vol. 5, p. 955), was
the principal theatre of action in Italy’s war with Abys-
ginia. The place was strongly fortified, though all the en-
gineering work had not been completed when the siege be-
gan: in particular, access to the wells was precarious. The
garrison numbered 1,200 men under command of Colonel
(ialliano. After the repulse of December 20 the Abyssin-
ians renewed the attack every two or three days: more
than once they suffered heavy loss in attempting to carry
the piace by assault. King Menelek was present during
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S X
From Harper's Weekly. Copyright, 1896, by Harper & Bros.

SEAT OF ITALIAN-ABYSSINIAN WAR.

the siege to witness their bravery. The armament of the
fortress was insufficient, only four cannon being available:
and ammunition and rations were short. The Abyssinians,
intrenched on the neighboring heights, cut off the garrison
from their water supply. When further resistance was
hopeless, the commam‘ﬁmt accepted the terms of surrender
offered by Menelek. The garrison, taking all their arms
and equipment, were permitted to march out and unmo-
lested to rejoin the main body of the Italian army at
Adigrat.

The fall of Makale left the way open for Menelek to
advance against General Baratieri at Adigrat, or to inter-
rapt the Italian commander’s line of communication with
Muassowah. DBut before his army began to move from
Makale, King Menelek sent an envoy to the Italian camp
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to offer terms of peace. General Baratieri had been em-
owered by his government to conclude a treaty of peace;
Eut the limits of his power were strictly defined, and those
limits he could not transcend. "The terms offered by the
Abyssinian king were that the Italians should abandon all
the positions occupied by them outside of the original
boundaries of their colony of Erythrea, and that the treaty
of Uccialli (1889) should be re-
vised to the extent of eliminating
from it the provision foran Italian
protectorate over Abyssinia. To
neither of these stipulations was
" General Baratieri empowered to
i assent, so he declared the terms to
v be unacceptable, and immediately

¢ broke off negotiations.
»  General Baratieri’s conduct of
s, the war had for some weeks called
* forth hostile criticisms in the
Italian parliament and in the
GENERAL BARATIERL, press; and on February 24 an or-
ITALIAN COMMANDER DEFPATED (ler of the war dcpartment was is-
RY THE ABYHAINIANS. sued deposing him from the chief
command and constituting him commander of one of the
two divisions of the army in Abyssinia. General Luigi
Pelloux, formerly minister of war, was named as his suc-
cessor; but two days later the name of General Baldissera

was substituted for that of (ceneral Pelloux.

BALDISSKRA, GENERAL, is fifty-seven years of age. a native of Un-
dine, in Venetian territory.  He was admitted to the Military Academy
of Wiener-Neustadt at the instance of Maria Auna, empress of Austria,
to whose notice the boy had been commended by the bishop of Un-
dine. In the war of France and Piedmont with Austria, in 1859, he
served in the imperial army against his own countrymen. He re-
mained in the Austrian service till 1866, and then entered the Italian
army as major. He served in Italy’s African colony of Erythrea from
1887 till 1890, having the chief command of the army there, and was
for a time governor of Krythrea. Since 1890 he has commanded a
military department in Italy. To Baldissera is due the first organiza-
tion of the native troops of Italy’s African province—troops that ever
since have given a good account of themselves in the protracted war
against Abyssinia.

On March 1, when General Baldissera was en roufe for
Massowah, bringing considerable reinforcements of men
and war material, General Baratieri advanced from Adigrat
in force. intending to attack and defeat the great Abyssin-
ian army concentrated at Adowa. before his successor
should arrive. The Italians captured, without meeting any
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serious opposition, the passes leading to Adowa. The
Abyssinian army numbered about 60,000 men, well armed,
well disciplined, flushed with victory, and -commanded by
Menelek 1n person and the other native generals who in
previous encounters with the Italians had given proof of no
mean strategical ability. The numerical strength of the
Italian forces is not stated in the meagre and unsatisfac-
tory reports of the action that have

so far been published, but it was

not less than 20,000 (not im-

probably 25,000) with a propor-

tionately large train of artillery.

The attack was delivered blindly.

General Albertone’s column, ad-

vancing on Abba Carima, soon

found itself engaged with the whole

of Menelek’s army. Arimondi’s

brigade was called up from the

centre to cover Albertone’s retreat. i~

But the movement could not be '
executed, owing to the obstacles é
presented by the broken nature of

the ground. Presently the attack -~

of the Abyssinians extended along wew commanner or THE 1TAL
the whole Italian front and en- IAN FORCES IN NORTH-
veloped both wings. After a des- EAST APRICA.

perate struggle the Italians were forced to give way, and
the army was broken up into its individual elements.
General Baratieri seems to have been the first, or one of
the first, to reach u place of safety; the mass of the
army, less the dead ancr the wounded, headed for Adigrat.
All the artillery (fifty-two guns?, thousands of rifles, and
a great quantity of war material were left on the field or
thrown away in the Erecipitate flight. The loss in killed
was probably as much as 3,000; of the number of wounded
and prisoners no report has yet been published. The
Abyssinians seem to have been content with routing the
enemy, at least no mention of a pursuit of the fugitive
host 18 made in the accounts of the affair that have so far
come to light. The native African soldiers in the Italian
army showed courage and discipline, but they could not
avai{to steady the panic-stricken ranks. The captured
artillery and other war material will add much to the
effective force of the Abyssinian armies: the difficulties in
the way of the subjugation of the Abyssinians by Italy are
enormously increased.

.-



2 LEADING TOPICS OF THE QUARTER. 1st Qr., 1600.

General Baratieri’s report of the battle, made to the
Italian war department, has not been deemed worth pub-
lication in extenso by the public press; its character may
perhaps be surmised from such imperfect summaries of its
contents as this:

The report explains why the Italians were obliged to make the
attack upon the Abyssinians as they did, and why the former were
defeated. General Albertone’s brigade, the report says, had advanced
too far and lost contact with the main
army. To protect them, Baratieri was
obliged to move forward. The white
troopsof Albertone’s command did not
resist the assault of the Abyssinians,
and fell back in disorder, hindering
theartillery from taking position. The
black troops of the brigade were
braver and fought with more valor
aud vigor than the whites. It is dif-
ficult, (ieneral Baratieri says, to ascer-
tain the Italian losses accurately.
Large numbers of the men are miss-
ing, who are supposed to be dead or
taken prisoners,

Throughout Italy the intel-
_ ligence of the great disaster to

MENELEK 11, the army called forth a storm
KING OF ABYKSINIA. of popular rage against the
ministry. Premier Crispi immediately tendered to King
Humbert his resignation, but was by him advised to
withhold it till the meeting of the chambers, so that he
might discharge himself of responsibility for the conduct
of the war. fn Milan 30,000 persons took part in a tu-
multuous demonstration against the Crispi ministry. The
police being unable to disperse the crowds, the troops were
called out, and only after several bayonet charges were the
streets cleared. At Pavia a crowd of men, women, and
children attacked a train of railway coaches which were
carrying troops to the coast for transportation to Masso-
wah. The so{diers were dragged forcibly out of the cars,
and the rails torn up to prevent the train from proceeding.
Similar manifestations of intense popular feeling were made
in all quarters of the peninsula. 'Iphe police and military
officers used great and unwonted forbearance in dealing
with the excited multitudes: it was felt that a total break-
down of civil government and social order might occur at
any moment.

The Marquis di Rudini succeeded Crispi as prime min-

ister March 8. He immediately reopened negotiations for

e avv—
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Eeace with Menelek. This step, there is every reason to
elieve, was taken merely for the purpose of gaining time
for assembling a new army, and winning the co-operation
of European powers, England especially. CertainJt is that
both of these objects were gained, for reinforcements were
poured into Massowah, and England decided to dispatch
an expedition against the khalifa (as the successor of the
Mahdi in the Soudan is called),
one avowed purpose of which is
to saxe Italy from the necessity of
defending Kassala against the
dervishes while she proceeds to
assert her sovereignty over Tigré.
About the time of the defeat
of the Italians at Adowa, the .
Russian emperor conferred on*
King Menelek the grand cross of
the Order of St. George, the high-§§
est military decoration in Russia. i
It is not, however, certain that
this mark of favor was intended
to have added significance at this . -
specia‘ junctlll‘e. QUEEN TAITOU OF ARYSSINIA.
At the end of March a dispatch from Massowah re-
ported the force of dervishes investing Kassala to amount
to 15,000: this is the estimate of Colonel Stevani, com-
manding the garrison of Kassala. The activity and en-
terprise of the dervishes are shown in the frequency of
their attacks on the defenses of the place. A mixed Italian
and native battalion, which was conveying a caravan from
Kassala to Massowah, was attacked between Kassala and
Sabderat, by 5,000 dervishes. Beaten off, the dervishes re-
turned to the attack, having received reinforcements.
Again they were repulsed, but the loss on the Italian side
was 100 killed and wounded.
In the Abyssinian councils of state and war, the mind
and will of Taitou, Menelek’s queen, count for a good deul.
This lady is credited with having some years ago caused the ne-
gotiations for peace with Italy to be dropped; and it is believed that it
is she who procures the insertion, in every program for peace conven-
tions, of one condition or another to which Italy cannot be brought to
assent. The Italians, baving occupied Massowah in 1885, had by 1889
seized nearly the whole of the province of Tigré, and in the northwest
had established their rule almost as far as Kassala in the Mahdi's do-
main. In that year Menelek was induced to sign a treaty which the
Italians interpret as giving to their king protectorate rights over
Abyssinia. Menelek having protested against the protectorate, King

i
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Humbert sent Count Antonelli to the court of the Abyssinian poten-
tate to explain matters. But the queen would not permit the diplo-
mat’s specious arguments to have any effect. The treaty of Uccialli,
she declared,
=7 mnust be rescind-
ed, and a new
treaty drawn up.
She drafted a
new formula, bel-
ginning with
1 these words:

““Article 1.—
Article 17 (relating
to an Italian pro-
tectorate) of the
Ucclalli treaty of
May 2, 1880, is ab-
rogated.”

War fol-
lowed, and war
54 Promises to con-
tinue as long as
Queen Taitou
| holds her coign
of vantagein the
] councils of the
state.

She has had
a romantic his-
tory. Thoughof
an ancient and
noblefamily,she
was not ‘‘born
in the purple.”
She was married
several times be-
fore becoming
the wife of
Menelek, whom
she had known
since her in-
fancy at the
court of the fa-
mous Negus
Theodoros, who
committed sui-
cide rather than
surrender Limself to Lord Napier after the capture of Magdala,
Lis capital. T'here was a talk at that time of uniting by marriage
the two young people, both being of royal blood. But Menelek
warried the daughter of Theodoros. Taitou became the wife of
Degiac (iriel, and soon after of another degiac or_ chief, Ghiorghie,
from whom she was divorced three months afier the wedding to
marry Gianteri Udie. He conspired against the Negus, and was
sentenced to perpetual imprisonment. The unfortunate Taitou
took refuge in the convent of Debra Merci, whence she was taken
off by her brother, Ras Ollie, who conducted her to the province of

EGYPT AND THE SOUDAN.
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Shoa. There Taitou married a chief named Zeccaragacciu, brciher
of the beautiful Bafana, then the favorite of Menelek; and she was
compelled to flee from that fourth husband, who brutally beat and
otherwise ill treated her. Taitou again went to her brother, who
sent her on a mission to the court of Menelek, from whom she asked
the return of some men who had been captured by the imperial gov-
emor of the Tigré. Menelek was captivated by the physical beauty
and the intellectual accomplishments of T'aitou, and he married her
solemnly, thus making
Taitou the empress of
Ethiopia.
English Expedi-
tion to the Soudan.
—Italy’s province of
Erythrea was designed
specifically toserveasa
check on the Mahdists
and dervishes of the
Soudan, a barrier
against their advance
intothe southern prov-
incesof Egypt. When
the disaster at Adowa
annulled Italy’s pres-
tige as a military pow-
er, the occasion seem-
ed favorable for a for-
ward march of the
dervishes; and forth-
with the intelligence
wasspread abroad that
their hosts were mus-

tering a!; Dongola, and HON. GEORGE N. CURZON,
that an invasion of the BRITISH UNDER-SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN
land of the Pharaohs AFFALRS.

was impending. There was alarm at Cairo, and there was
not less alarm in Lombard street: at the Horse Guards
all this had been foreseen, and every provision made in
advance to meet the emergency. As early as March 14,
before certain assurance was had of any move on the part
of the Soudanese fanatics, the plan of a campaign in the
Sondan was already drawn np, the numerical strength of an
anti-Mahdi expedition determined, the cost estimated and
provided for,- and a commander-in-chief named. The
money to pay for the expedition, at least the first instal-
ment, £500,000, was to come out of the unappropriated
balance in the Egyptian treasury. The sirdar of the Egyp-
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tian army, General Kitchener, was chosen to be commander-
in-chief, and his princiPal lientenants were also selected.
The expeditionary army’s strength was fixed at 12,000 men,
all Egyptian troops, except 1,200 British soldiers of the
regular army.

An understanding was in the middle of March believed
to exist between ‘the king of the Belgians and the British

overnment, in virtue of which a force from the Kongo

‘ree State, associated with levies from the native troops of
Lagos, will attack the dervishes from the south, in the
region of the Upper Nile. Later this rumor was confirmed;
and before the end of March the black troops were on the
march toward the Soudan frontier on the south.

France and Russia are openly hostile to the expedition
itself and the proposed method of defraying its cost out of
the Egyptian treasury; but Germany approves, seeing that
the expedition will help to lift Italy out of the slough in
her African province. By doing this favor to Italy, Eng-
land wins the good will of the Dreibund, and in particular
of Germany. The reasons for this mew invasion of the
Soudan are thus stated in the London Z%¢mes:

*“From the point of view of Egyptian interests and of British
policy, the advance on Dongola, long regarded as inevitable by those
best acquainted with the state of the Soudan, has now become an
urgent matter. The shock to the prestige of all the European powers
that have possessions in Northern Africa, which was produced by the
defeat of the Italians at Adowa, cannot be neutralized by the conclu-
sion of a peace with Menelek. The excitement of the dervishes has
to be reckoned with; and the danger to Egypt if they were to capture
Kassala from the Italians must not be overlooked. Even if the
Italians come to termns with the Abyssinians, it is far from certain that
they will be able, or perhaps willing, to continue to hold Kassala,
where the power of the dervishes would constitute ‘a serious menace
to Suakin and the neighboring oasis of Tokar.” But the possession of
Dongola and the fertile province of which it is the centre, has further
and larger advantages. It cannot be doubted that the advance to this
point—we do not say that a movement upon Abu Hamed would not
be in some respects preferable—is the first step in a policy that must
have for its ultimate object the reconquest from barbarism of the
upper valley of the Nile, at any rate as far as Khartoum. While
Khartoum and the provinces beyond it remain inthe hands of the
enemies of civilization, the position of Egypt must always remain in-
secure.”

The press of Germany welcomes this action of England
on the ground that it gives aid and comfort in the hour of
need to one of the members of the Dreibund. The Nord-
deutsche Zeitung, which on March 12 had accused Eng-
land of encouraging the French desire of revenge upon
Germany, two days later highly approved England’s gen-
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crous behavior toward Italy in this emergeuc{. The Weser-
Zeitung publishes a note inspired from Berlin in which it
is said that the security of the Dreibund would be increased
if the naval power of England should reinforce the Italo-
Austrian position; and then the Transvaal matter is for-
mally thrown overboard as a question ‘‘that ought not to
be suffered to imperil the interests of the Dreibund.”

In the British parliament Mr. George N. Curzon, on
behalf of the government, made a statement, March 16, of
the reasons for sending an expedition against Dongola.
The statement was followed by an exciting debate, which
was opened by Mr. Labouchere. He declared the expedi-
tion to be worse than needless: it hindered the fulfilment
of England’s pledge to evacuate Egypt; and he doubted
whether it would relieve the Italians. He was a warm friend
of Italy, but not of Italyin Africa. Sir Charles Dilke did
not befieve that the real object was the safety of Egypt's
frontier, nor a diversion in favor of Italy, which was im-
possible, he said. He suspected that the government’s
purpose was to establish a position at Darfur as the centre
of tﬁg reat African kingdom which they hoped to estab-
lish. gir William Harcourt aid that if this was the first
step of a forward policy, it was of a most perilous character
and deserved strenuous opposition. The empire was al-
ready ample enough to please the most inordinate ambi-
tion. The Right Hon. A. J. Balfour could not conceive
of a change more for the benefit of the Sondan than that
that country should be transferred to a government under
English influence. The government was sustained by a
vote of 268 to 126.

The next day in the Italian senate a motion was passed
thanking the British parliament for its sympathy. The
journal Popolo Romano expressed great satisfaction at the
vote. “‘For the first time,” it said, ¢‘ the British govern-
ment proclaims to Europe its alliance with Italy.” The
government of Italy assumed a more confident air.

*“The late ministry,” said Premier di Rudini, ‘‘ordered the open-
ing of negotiations for peace. We have continued them, and will
still continue to treat, but we will not accept any conditions ex-
cept such as will reinstate the national honor.” He wasabout to ask
of the chambers a credit of 140 million lire ($28,000,000) for continu-
ing the war.

From the Soundan before the end of March intelligence
was received of the %'oclamation of the ¢ Holy War” by
the khalifa against Egypt. It is expected that 50,000 of
the best fighting men of the Soudan will be mustered at
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Omdurman by September. Anglo-Egyptian troops had
reached Wady-Halfa. The camel corps there was over
1,000 strong, and there was a competent cavalry and artil-
lery force. The British Intelligence Department finds it
very difficult to obtain early and trustworthy information
regarding the movements of the dervishes; but by some
means the khalifa is said to obtain reports of everything
that occurs at Cairo and at Wady-Halfa.

THE ARMENIAN, QUESTION.

THE devastation of Armenia and the impoverishment of
its people cannot fail to have very serious consequences

for the Turkish government. The Armenians, both in
their own province and wherever they are settled through-
out the empire, have earned the reputation of being an in-
dustrious people with a marked aptitude for business. In
the cities, banking and merchandising were, until the
present troubles, in the hands mostly of Armenians. These
thrifty farmers and herdsmen, these bankers and mer-
chants, are now, in six great provinces, reduced literally to
beggary. From them no torture can wring taxes. Bank-
ruptcy impends over the government. Trade being para-
lyzed, there is an enormous decline of customs receipts.
he treasury is empty; and the salaries of the civil func-
tionaries, as well as the pay of the army, are in arrear.
The interest on the public debt must be paid, else the
European money-lenders will write their effective placet
across the demand made by the civilized world for the ef-
facement of the Turk. But whence are the necessary
funds to come? Not from the Turkish population. The
Turk is indolent, thriftless, poor. Besides, the Turks
have always regarded themselves as the lords of the land:
it is not for them to bear the burdens of the state, bevond
serving in the army and in the civil administration. Even
in the most prosperous times they have not been required
to pay their fair pro?ortion of the taxes, and in some dis-
tricts they are virtually exempt from that obligation. The
Christian populations have supported the state. But now
that hundreds of thousands of them have lost their all, the
government will not dare to demand the same support of
its Mohammedan subjects. Such a demand would provoke
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rebellion. The troops would refuse to be the instrument
of the Porte in exacting contributions from their fellow
believers. There remains only the ancient resource: the
Christian populations are not stripped of all their posses-
sions yet. By intimidation, imprisonment, and murder,
the Christians of the southern and coast provinces can be
comEelled to give up considerable sums. And besides,
much money can be obtained from European capitalists in
exchange for monopolies. Then, Turkey has a rather nu-
merous class of very wealthy officials, in active service or
retired, who have accumulated great riches by the methods
of Oriental officialism. It will be an easy thing to convict
them of malfeasance, and to confiscate their property. But
such devices can surely at best only defer for a little time
the end that seems inevitable.

Enforeed Conversions.—The destruction of life and
property in the district of Harpiit is stated to have been:
Towns and villages desolated, 138; houses burned, 5,064;
persons massacred, 12,708. Fora time the Porte prohibited
the distribution of relief to the surviving inhabitants, but
afterward consented to have the funds and supplies that
had been contributed in England and the United States,
distributed by a commission of threce—one American, one
Turk, and one Armenian. A. M. Jewett, United States con-
sul at Sivas, the American commissioner, started for Har-
pitt January 1.

Allthe Protestant Armenians of Abbastan, near Marash,
formally embraced Islamism, to save themselves from mas-
sacre. The Armenian patriarch complained to the Porte
against thisenforced conversion;and in reply the grand vizier
assured him that an order had been sent to the authorities of
the place to abstain from such methods, and even to deny to
Protestants desiring readmission to the established religion
the opportunity of returning to that fold. Thischangeinthe
policy of the government would seem to have been brought
about by the emphatic condemnation of that policy by cer-
tain of the sultan’s most trusty advisers. I\Elrslml ‘uad
Pasha, the famous victor of Elena, a tactician and strate-
gist of distinction, and personally a man of the highest
courage, wrote to the sultan a letter in which he resigned
all his military and other offices and dignities, declaring
that ¢ patriotism” compelled him “not to remain in the
service of the actual government of the Porte.” The sul-
tan had always relied absolntely on Funad, and his confi-
dence in him was never shaken either by the outspoken
counsels of the brusque old warrior or by the whisperings
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of Fuad's enemies. Another defection was that of Von
Goltz Pusha, for several years an instructor in the military
school at Pancaldi, who had helped in reorganizing the
Turkish army. In the existing circumstances the service
of the Porte was ‘¢ distasteful to a German ofticer.”

Surrender of Zeitoun.—The offer of mediation be-
tween the revolted Armenians in Zeitoun and the Turks
who were besieging that place (Vol. 5, p. 814), which of-
fer had been made by the representatives of the European
powers, was declined by the Porte in December last; but
on J. anuary 2 of the present year Sir Philip Currie obtained
the snltan’s assent. f)elegates of the powers were to medi-
ate on the basis laid down by the Porte, viz., full amnesty
upon surrender by the insurgents of their arms and their
leaders. Should the negotiations prove successful, the dele-
gates of the powers were to be present at the surrender of
the arms a.ncf the leaders of the insurrection; but, if the
insurgents rejected the conditions, the delegates were to
withdraw. It was not believed that the insurgents would
accept the sultan’s terms; they were reported to have suf-
ficient provisions and ammunition to enable them to with-
stand the investing force of Turks until July. A Con-
stantinople telegram of January 28 confirmed an earlier
report of a battle of the Zeitounlis with the Turks. The
Zeitounlis were victorious, and the Turkish loss consider-
able. Twelve hundred wounded Turkish soldiers had al-
ready reached Marash, and the churches of that town had
been converted into hospitals. The prisoners taken by the
Turks were mostly sent to Marash: in many cases they were
‘8o shockingly maltreated that it is impossible to publish
the details.” The Turkish bulletins confessed loss of
650 men in the fight. Muany were taken prisoners by the
Zeitounlis. The townsmen had in all about 800 Turkish
prisoners, of whom about one-half had been taken in the
capture of the small Ottoman garrisons and of the garrison
of Zeitoun. But the insurgents surrendered on the terms
arranged by the delegates of the powers in the middle of
February. Five leaders of the Hintchaks, an Armenian
revolutionary society, were conducted to the coast for ex-
pulsion from the country.

Thus ended the revolt of Zeitoun and the heroic de-
fense of the place. The event proved that the report of
abundance of supplies in the town was erroneous. The
place held 12,000 refugees from surrounding villages, and
they were found to be in a deplorable condition: 4,000 had
died from want and sickness during the siege. The gov-
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ernment undertook to convey the 12,000 to such villages as
remained, and some of these were taken to Marash; but
they were left naked and starving. A letter from Marash
ives this account of the arrival of a convoy of people from
%eitoun and of their treatment by the Turkish soldiery:

*“ While we were considering what could be done for these peo-
ple, several natives came in, bringing news of the second convoy.
‘T'he soldiers who brought them from Zeitoun did their duty pretty
well—at least did not abuse them on the way; but when they reached
Marash, crowds of Moslems turned out and amused themselves by
Leating the refugees and pelting them with stones, while Marash

- soldiers pushed them on with their bayonets. The street was sprin-
kled with their blood. One little boy was killede:g a stone, and this
morning his father was weeiing over the little dead body, and saying:
*1 brought him unhurt all the way from Zeitoun, only to be killed in
Marash.” The second company has been put into an Armenian school.
Some of them had some goods with thein, but they were all plun-
dered on entering Marash. Now they have absolutely nothing. We
do not know how many are going to be brought. here, nor what the
plan is for them. If they are taken farther, the greater part of them
will certainly die. If they are left here, we must care for them. Our
means are not at all adequate for any such increase. We are now
distributing relief in tlLe smallest driblets -to over 6,000 in Ma-
rash, besides sending relief to several small villages. But we need
thousands of pounds immediately to meet this great and terrible need.

**From all over the country, and especially from Harpit, Marash,
and Aintab, comes this plea for money. 'lhe need grows greater
rather than smaller day by day as the scanty stock of provisions of
the survivors is exhausted. Of all the destitute, however, the case
of the Zeitounli seems the most desperate. The suffering in that
mouutain fastness from starvation, cold, and pestilence will probably
never be adequately described. There was death in the city and
death outside, and in the midst of it all the Zeitounlis fought on with
a stubborn courage that has never been excelled. Now that the sur-
render has come, their condition is almost as pitiable as before. With
their crops destroyed, their business ruined, money and stores gone,
and husbands and fathers killed in battle, what will be the end of
this ple? As for the villagers who took refuge in Zeitoun, what
can they hope for? Even their villages have been destroyed, the houses
burned, and the land seized by Moslemn neighbors. Tle massacres of
last November were only the beginning of the tale.”

The Massacres Continued.—The net result of the
official correspondence of the British foreign office with
the British ambassador at Constantinople and the British
consuls in Anatolia, is to show that 25,000 Christians have
been slanghtered, and an area larger than Great Britajn
laid waste. But the slaughter has not been entirely un-
avenged, witness the gallant defense of Zeitoun, witness
also what wae done at the Hot Springs near Marash, as re-
ported in a telegram from Constantinople of the date Janu-
ary 22.

Vol. 6.~8.
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A letter has been received here (says the telegramn) which reports
that the Turks have been severely beaten and repulsed near the Hot
Springs. The commanding officer of the Turkish soldiers placed the
irregular men in the front ranks, and the reserves next. As they
were marching against the Armenians, a terrific explosion occurre |,
and many of the soldiers were blown to atoms. It is Yrobable that
dynamite was used. The Turks say that flames suddenly burst from
the earth. Other accounts affirm the surmise that dynamite was usel
against the Turks. They were caught in a defile and a large num-

ber of them were
' killed. The Turks
afterward succeeded
in capturing the bar
racks and cutting off
the water supply
from the Armenians.

At Ourfa (see

table, Vol. 5, p.

815) there wasan-

other outbreak of

savage violence

December 28 and

29. The London

Times corre-

spondent at Con-

stantinople re-

ports that 150

wounded Arme-

nians were

thrown down a

well, petroleum

oured over

From the Literary Digest. them’ and then

CLABA BARTOX, set on fire. All

LEADER OF THE RED CROSS SOCIETY. the A rmenia“

clergy in the town are reported massacred. The total

number of the slain is put at 3,000 by the British vice-
consul, Mr. Fitzmaurice.

The Red Cross Mission.—Steps having been taken,
at the end of the old year, for the dispatch to the scene of
the massacres in Armenia and Asia Minor of a band of
members of the Red Cross Society to minister to the home-
less and starving people, the Turkish minister at Wash-
ington, January 13, published a circular announcing that
his government would not permit ¢ Any distribution
among its subjects, in its own territory, by any foreign so-
ciety or individuals, of money collected abroad.” The
Red Cross Society is expressly named as of the class of or-
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gunizations prohibited. The ground of the exclusion of
the messengers of humanity was stated as follows:

““The collections are made on the strength of speeches delivered
in public meetings by irreconcilable enemies of the Turkish race and
religion, and on the basis of false accusations that Turkey repudiates.
Besides, the Sublime Porte is mindful of the true interests of its sub-
jects, and, distinguishing between the real state of things and the
calamnies and wild exaggerations of interested or fanatical parties,
will under its own legitimate control alleviate the wants of all Turk-
ish subjects, irrespective of creed or race.”

The government at Washington then directed Mr. Ter-
rell, American minister at Constantinople, to notify the
Porte of the desire of the Red Cross to enter the disturbed
districts and carry relief to the suffering people. The re-
ply was a courteous but firm refusal for the reason, as stated,
that, first, there was not then, nor had there been, any
war in progress; secondly, there was no need warranting
the entrance of the Red Cross.

But on January 22 Miss Clara Barton, accompanied by
a small staff of assistants, sailed from New York for Eng-
land er roule to Constantinople. Two days later the Ameri-
can minister at Constauntinople advised Secretary of State
Olney, that the policy of the Porte with regard to the work
of the Red Cross had been modified. While permission is
refused to members of the Red Cross, as such, to distribute
relief in Armenia, nevertheless the Porte permitted, as it
said, ‘‘any persons whom Mr. Terrell namesand approves”
to distribute relief in the interior of Turkey, on condition
that the Tuarkish authorities should be kept informed of
what they were doing. The insignia of the Red Cross
must not be displayed by those who ministered to the suf-
ferers. On the arrival of Miss Barton at Constantinople,
Minister Terrell procured for her and her assistants the
sultan’s safe-conduct, allowing them to visit the six dis-
tressed provinces, and personally to distribute relief. Miss
Barton fixed the headquarters of her mission of benevo-
lence at Constantinople. The agents of the society were
sent to several districts needing relief.

A telegram from Constantinople, March 25, reports a
new regulation of the Turkish government regarding the
distribution of relief.

The agents of the American Red Cross Society are permitted to
distribute relief to the suffering Christians in the cities only. The
Turkish authorities in the villages will prepare lists of the needy,
and send the destitute inhabitants to the agents in the cities for re-
lief. The Red Cross agents are required to use these lists in perform-
ing their work of mercy, and the distribution of relief must be made
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by thewn conjointly with the members of the local government com-
missioners.

BARTON, Miss CLARA, president of the American Red Cross So-
ciety, is a native of Oxford, Mass., born 1838. Early in life she was a
school teacher. At the outbreak of the Civil war she was employed
in the United States Patent office, Washington, and resigned i)er
place to serve in the field hospitals. She was in Europe at the open-
ing of the Franco-German war, and assisted the Grand Duchess of
Baden in establishing hospitals. At the end of that war she received
the decoration of the Gold Cross of Baden and the Iron Cross of Ger-
many. She founded the American Order of the Red Cross in 1881,
and, as its president, has repeatedly served the cause of humanity on
occasions of great public disasters from floods, forest fires, etc., nota-
Lly in the case of the Johnstown (Penn.) flood in 1889.

Russo-Turkish Secret Treaty.—Before the end of
1895 suspicions were entertained in various quarters,
that Russia was purposing to administer Armenia. When
this was officially deuied at St. Petersburg, the fact was
recalled that even while Austria was preparing to assame
the administration of Bosnia, there was a similar official
denial of such purpose. But Bosnia was occupied by
Austria; and it i8 within the possibilities of Ottoman and
Muscovite intrigue, that Armenia may be already placed
under the protection of Russia by secret treaty. That
some such understandin}i exists there is reason to believe;
but neither Turkey nor Russia had down to the end of the
quarter admitted that a convention of the nature indi-
cated had been concluded. Commenting on the probable
terms of the treaty and its conse(}uences to England and
Earope, the Pall Mull Gazefte of January 23 says:

‘“We regard the news as true, and the result of the treaty is that
the Dardanelles is now the southern outpost of Russia, and Turkey
is Russia's vassal. We presume the British government will protest
against the treaty for all it is worth. The information is plainly of
the very gravest importance. The first intiination reached us four
days ago; but we withheld it until the arrival of strong confirmation,
which we received this morning. This brings Russia into the Med-
iterranean with a vengeance, and may necessitate the strengthening
of our fleet in those waters. Politically, the effect will be far greater.
The treaty means that Turkey Las realized herown impotence against
disorders, both from within and without, and lLas decided to throw
herself for safety into the arms of Russia. She is now Russia’s vas-
sal, and Russia is entitled to dispatch troops to any part of the sul-
tan's dominions whenever there is the least breach of disorder; and
when is there not? We presume the arrangement will give the keen-
est satisfaction to the Anglo-Armenian section of our people. With
them lies the chief blame for the complete alienation of Turkey,
though it must be owned that it has been sedulously fostered by a
long term of weak policy at Constantinople.”

By the secret compact Russia, it is believed, guaran-
tees the integrity of the Turkish empire; she will assist in
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restoring order in Kurdistan, and will defend the Darda-
nelles. France is in accord with Russia; while Germany
is inclined to favor the czar. Austria is not likely to op-

. The outcome of it all, if the reported convention
should prove to be a fact, is that Russia wins in the race of
the powers, while Great Britain suffers great loss of politi-
cal influence and prestige.

Armenia in Congress.—In the house of representa-
tives at Washington, January 13, Representative lijah A.
Morse of Massachusetts introduced a resolution bearing on
affairs in the Turkish empire, us follows:

“ WHEREAS, The most mournful tragedy of tle nineteenth cen-
tury has been and is even now being enacted, under the apparent
sanction of the sultan of Turkey, by which hundreds and thousands
of the Armenian citizens of that country are being systematically and
ruthlessly butchered in cold blood;

** WHERRAS,  Defenseless inhabitants are being slaughtered, and
the women of Armenia driven into captivity worse than death; whole
villages and towns laid waste by fire and the sword, and the inhabi-
tants who have escaped to the mountains subsisting on roots and
herbs; and .

‘ WHEREAS, The blood of these martyred dead cries to heaven for
justice;

** Resolved, That the committee on foreign affairs be requested to
consider the expediency of reporting to this Lhouse forthwith some ex-
pression by this government in denunciation of these atrocities; and
if they find that we, as a nation, are powerless to act, that we ear-
nestly invoke the union and co-operation of the allied powers to wipe
the Turkish government off of the face of the earth, and secure the
freedom and independence of Armnenia.”

The matter was referred to the committee on foreign
affairs. The same day Senator Cullom of Illinois, chair-
man of the senate sub-committee on foreign relations, had
a conference with the secretary of state, Mr. Olney, on the
Armenian question; and on January 22, in the senate, Mr.
Cullom reported a preamble and resolutions in the follow-
ing words: .

“\WHEREAS, The supplementalg treatgof Berlin of July 13, 1878,

reat

between the Ottoman empire and ritain, Germany, Austria,
France, Italy, and Russia, contained the following provisions:

**61. The Sublime Porte undertakes to carry out without further delay the
ameliorations and reforms demanded by local uirements in the provinces in-
habited by the Armenians, and to guarantee their security against the Circas-
sians and Kurds. It will periodically make known the steps taken to this eflect
to the powers, and will superintend their application.

++@2. TheSublime Porte having expressed the wish tomaintain the principle
of religious liberty, to give it the widest scope, the contracting parties take
note of this spontaneous declaration.
***In no part of the Ottoman empire shall differences of religion be alleged
nst an individual as a ground for exclusion or incapacity as regards the dis
arge of civil and political rights. admission to the public service, functions
and honors. and the exercise of the different professions and industries.
“rAll ns shall be admitted without distinction of religion to give evi-
dence before the tribunals.
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**Liberty and the outward exercise of all forms of worship are assured to
all, and no hindrance shall be offered either to the hierarchical organization of
the various communions or to their relations with their spiritual chiefs.

**The right of official protection by the diplomatic and consular agents of
the powers in Turkey is recognized, both us regards the above-mentioned per-
:o:&; and their religious, charituble, and other establishments in the holy places.*

‘ WHEREAS, The extent and object of the above cited provisions
of said treaty are to place the Clristian subjects of the Porte under
the protection of the other signatories thereto, and to secure to such
Christian subjects full liberty of religious worship and belief, the
equal benefit of the laws, and all the privileges and immunities be-
longing to any subjects of the Turkish empire; and

** WHEREAS, By said treaty the Christian powers, parties thereto,
having established under the consent of Turkey tbeir right to accom-
plish and secure the above recited objects; and

** WHEREAS, The American people, in common with all Christian
people everywhere, bave beheld with horror the recent appalling
outrages and massacres of which the Christian population of Turkey
have been made the victims;

** Resolved, by the senate of the United States, the house of rep-
resentatives concurring, That it is an imperative duty in the interests
of humanity, to express the earnest hope that the European concert,
brought about by the treaty referred to, may speedily be given its
just effects in such decisive measures as shall stay the band of fanat
icism and lawless violence, and as shall secure to the unoffending Chris-
tians of the Turkish emnpire all the rights belonging to them both as
men and as Christians, and as beneficiaries of the explicit provisions
of the treaty above recited.

** Resolved, That the president be requested to communicate
these resolutions to the governments of Great Britain, Germany, Aus-
tria, France, Italy, and Russia.

** Resolved, further, That the senate of the United States, the
house of representatives concurring, will support the president in the
most vigorous action he may take for the protection and security of
American citizens in Turkey, and to obtain redress for injuries com-
mitted on the persons or property of such citizens.”

These resolutions were adopted by the senate January
24 by a unanimous vote. In moving this adoption Mr.
Cullom said that ‘‘he knew of nothing which had hap-
pened in the world for centuries that more called for in-
terference than these slaughters of Armenian Christians.”
Senator Frye of Maine, in the course of an impassioned
speech for the resolutions, said:

« If I had my way (after the powers of Europe had wasted a solid
year, looking each other in the face with suspicious eyes, and fearing
each to take a move lest the other should receive a benefit from it),
1 would bave congress memorialize Russia, and say to her: ‘Take
Armenia into your possession; protect the lives of those Christians
there, and the United States will stand behind you with all its
power.” ”

When the concurrent resolutions of the senate were re-
ceived in the house of representatives January 27, Mr.
Quigg of New York obtained unanimous consent for their
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immediate consideration; and the resolutions previously
adopted by the house itself were left on the table. Rep-
resentative Hepburn of Iowa opposed the resolutions as
not going far enough, and proposed an amendment for
immediate severance of diplomatic relations with the
Porte. Representative Adams of Pennsylvania condemned
the resolutions as committing congress to a position in-
consistent with the Monroe doctrine. Representative
Turner of Georgia opposed any action whatever by con-
gress in the premises. The resolutions were adopted by a
vote of 143 to 26.

Lord Salisbury on Armenia.—The British prime
minister, in a speech delivered at a# meeting of dissenters
in London, January 31, gave expression to views which
have been very generally criticised as revealing a policy of
vacillation and weakness.

He expressed sympathy with the Armenians, but denied that
Great Britain was under an obligation to declare war against the
sultan of Turkey in order to compel bim to govern justly, and cited
the treaties in proof of his contention. He ascribed the atrocities to
the passions of race and creed. He believed that the sultan’s govern-
ment was wretched and impotent, but there was no ground for imagin-
ing that the sultan had instigated the massacres.

It might be asked why Europe did not interfere. He could
answer for England only. She had lacked the power to do the only
thing necessary to end the troubles. namely, to make a military occu-
pation of the Turkish provinces. None of the powers wished so to
oeeug them.

rd Salisbury said Le concurred in the belief that the only au-
thority, albeit an evil one, in that country was the prectige of the
sultan’s name. Patience must be exercised, and His Majesty must be
given time to enforce the reforms he had promised. He remarked
upon the gradual return of order in Anatolia during the last few
weeks, although he admitted that these signs should not be trusted
too much. He concluded by declaring that if Great Britain did not
co-operate with the other powers, she must act against them, which
would lead to calamities far more awful than the Armenian mas-
sacres.

Armenia in the British Parliament.—In the
British parliament March 5, Mr. Samuel Smith offered a
resolution to the effect that the house expressed its deep
sympathy with the sufferings of the Christian population
in Asiatic Turkey, and trusted that further endeavors
would be made to ameliorate their lat.

The massacres, he held, had been deliberately planned and car-
ried out by the authorities of the several towns in direct communi-
cation with Constantinople. He did not blame the queen's govern-
ment for not going farther than they did, ¢ because it would be folly to
incur the risk of & European war; but this country would occupy a de-
grading position if she stood quietly by and watched the gradual
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extermination of the Armenians.” He expressed an opinion that
the only way to induce Russia to protect the Armenians was to give
lher a port in the Mediterranean. The only policy worthy of a coun-
try like England was to hasten on the day when the barbarous Otto-
man government would come to an end, and we ought to endeavor to
make a friend of Russia.

The most energetic ommsitiou to the acceptance of the
resolution was made by Sir E. Ashmead-Bartlett.

He protested against the offensive language used in this house
and in the country with regard to the sultan and the Turkish govern-
ment. He asserted that for years past the Armenians had leagued
together to annoy, to despoil, and to kill their Turkish neighbors
wherever they could safely do so, in order to provoke such a state of
affairs as would compel the intervention of Christian Europe on their
behalf. The sooner we reverted to the policy of 1878, the better it
would be for this country, for the Ottoman empire, for Europe, and,
above all, for the unfortunate Armenians,

Mr. H. M. Stanley (the African cxplorer) held the
sultan entirely innocent of the charge of inciting his sol-
diers to proceed to such terrible extremities; and indeed
he clearly perceived that the sultan had endeavored to
the best of his power to repress the disturbances. He
sympathized with the Armenians as long as they suffered
like Christians, but when they became rebels they must
expect the fate of rebels.

Mr. Jumes Bryce (author of The American Common-
wealth) thought that the object of some of the massacres
was to make the promised reforins of no value by extermi-.
nating the Christian population.

It was at all events a significant circumstance that nearly all the
massacres took place in the provinces to which the reforms were to be
applied. He utterly denied that the mnassacres were the result of
Armenian disturbances or revolutions. From the langu used b;
the government, he assumed that they had abandoned all hope of do-
ing anything for the persecuted Armenian Christians, and he trusted
tllnlgt Englishmen would never again speak of the Turks as ¢ our
allies.

The resolution was agreed to.

The Porte’s Reliance.—\What is the secret of the
Porte’s resistance to the seemingly urgent pressure of the
powers for real governmental reform, and a suppression of
the war against the Christian subjects of the Turkish em-
pire? Henry Norman, one of the editors of the London
Chronicle, the same who visited the United States at the
height of the excitement over the Venezuelan matter, gives
this answer:

*“ Abdul Hamid II. seems to sit firmly on his throne, secure in
the {‘ealousies of the great powers, unable to agree upon the division of
Lis kingdom. One of them will do nothing to introduce stability or
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further autonomy into the Balkan peninsula, preferring to wait till
the ripe and rotten fruit shall drop into her lap, and the hands of the
others are thereby paralyzed. And if the sultan loses heart for a mo-
ment in the desperate game he is playing, Le can find fresh courage
by thinking, as Professor Girosvenor in his great book has recently re-
minded us, that the British embassy stands upon land presented to
En%:and in gratitude for help against France in 1801; that the site
of the French embassy was given to France in thankfulness for aid
against England in lﬂ:)’?; that the shaft among the cypresses in the
cemetery at Scutari commemorates English and French support
against Russia in 1857; and that another column on the Bosphorus
tells how Russia saved Mahmoud 11. his empire in 1833. ‘You think
us weak,’ snid a Turkish statesman recently to a foreign ambassador,
* but in truth we are very strong, for our strength is rooted in your
divisions.” ”

Another proof of the backing of the Porte by European
powers is furnished in a telegram from London, January
26, telling of the purchase of war supplies in Germany for
the Ottoman government. Abount that time it became
known in Germany that Turkish orders for munitions of
war had been placed with German manufacturers. [Ire-
vionsly negotiations for war material had collapsed be-
canse the money to pay for the goods was not forthcom-
ing. But now when the contractors refused to consider
the matter without adequate gnarantee of payment on de-
livery, they were astounded by a tender of drafts on ac-
count on Constantinople banks, together with the assur-
ance from the agents of the German government that not
only would the remainder be paid, but that additional orders
were to come, payment of which would have one of the
best possible guarantees—that of the German government.

CRISIS IN THE SALVATION ARMY.

HE American branch of the Salvation Army has re-

cently experienced a severe shock in the incidents at-
tending the recall of Commander and Mrs. Ballington
Booth from their positions as leaders here. This crisis
has served to call forth unexpected and universal com-
ment, expressing the sympathy of all classes of people with
the spirit and aim of the army. From all parts of the
country, and by allavenues of expression,—from the pulpits.
the press, both secular and religious, and from the plat-
form,—thoughtful men have acknowledged the value of the
work of the army, and have commended its purposes. The



90 LEADING TOPICS OF THE QUARTER. 1stQr..18%.

rowth of sentiment favorable to the Salvation Army has

een slow but unretarded. The expression of this senti-
ment is so general and so spontaneous that the people now
understand fully that this large body of religious workers
has a recognized place among Christian and philanthropic
organizations.

History of the Army.—William Booth, the founder
and supreme commander of the Salvation Army, is a man
of strong will and unique personality. He was born in Not-
tingham, England, in 1829. At the age of twenty-one he
became a minister of the Methodist New Connexion. This
position he resigned after nine years, in order to de-
vote himself to purely evangelistic work among the
most degraded classes of London. In this work he at-
tracted wide attention, and drew to himself the sympathy
and substantial aid of some noted philanthropists. Four
years after the beginnings of his work in London, he
named his organization the Christian Mission. This mis-
sion had branches in all parts of the kingdom. The work
grew, and in 1878 the name of the movement was changed
to the Salvation Army, and military discipline was adopted.
Mr. Booth became the general of the army, with absolute
authority. 1Iie is a man of great executive ability, prompt
in decision, aggressive and earnest.

No little credit for the success of the movement is due
to Mrs. William Booth, who during the first years of the
life of the struggling organization was her husband’s con-
stant adviser and inspiration. She died in 1890.

The avowed purpose of the Salvation Army is “to
make & people of those who are not a people ”—to raise the
‘“‘submerged tenth,” and to give courage and self-respect
to that large class of men and women who are abandoned
by society and themselves. How to accomplish this has
long been the most perplexing question which every evan-
gelical denomination of Christians and every philanthropic
organization has had to consider. General Booth’s army
undertook the task in a novel way. When the soldiers
marched the dirtiest streets of the English cities with
banners flying, fifes screeching, and tambourines clashing,
they excited the derision of the ‘‘submerged tenth” and
the pity of most thoughtful people. But they did not
seem to regard either the derision or the pity. Their
purpose wag fixed, and their minds fortified against such
attacks. They held grayer meetings in the streets, and
})rayed, and sang, and exhorted, amid the jibes of those

or whom they were praying. They went down into the

M
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dives, and often succeeded in rescning women whom hard
conditions of life had driven, against their wills, to shame.
They were clearly sincere and charitable, and soon came to
be known as such by the people among whom they worked.

The ideas which they teach are simple and purelv
spiritual. They are, that misery and wretchedness have
their roots in 8in; that
salvation from sin can
come to every peni-
tent and receptive
heart, through Jesus
Christ; and that ac-
ceptance of atone-
ment through Him is
the only way by which
men can besaved from
the power of sin in
this world and the
consequences of guilt
in the world to come.

Every device is
used in order to bring
these teachings clear-
ly to the attention of
their mixed, degrad-
ed, and often indif-
ferent audiences. Ex-
travagantmethods,ec-
centric and unusual
manners are the rule

among them. But GENERAL WILLIAM BOOTH,
every thing of this YOUNDER AND COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE
kind is subordinated BALVATION ARMx.

to the position of a means of teaching their ideas. Sacred
songs set to the music of the church, the parade, and the
dance hall, are used in their marches and their meetings.
Slang, quaint, and piquant expressions abound in their dis-
courses, and effectively attract theattention of their hearers.
Those who attend their meetings hear men of common
sense, and often of culture, and women of gentle breed-
ing, address the lowest and least hopeful classes of people
in words of true charity and kindest sympathy. These
le, who have seldom been in a church, whose habit-
ual attitude toward religion is one of indifference or an.
tipathy, are persuasively taught truths of great spiritual
meaning. ‘
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COMMANDER AND MRS. BALLINGTON BOOTH.

The work of the Salvation Army naturally spread beyond
the British Isles. There is hardly a quarter of the world
where its soldiers are not found. The first of its missionaries
to arrive in the United States came in 1881, under the lead-
ership of Commissioner Railton. They were received with
little favor. The opinion prevailed that, although they
had been successful in the slums of London, yet we did not
have in this country any classes so deepg degraded that
they could not be more effectually reached by the agencies
already established. This idea was quickly proved to be
mistaken. The new workers soon found a field for their
utmost exertions. Their spirit of sympathy and equality
soon proved to be quite in accord with the sqirit of our
society, while their intelligence and their knowledge of the
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wants and ways of the people of the slums gave them recog-
nition. :

Commisgioner Railton and his two immediate successors
carried on the work for six years. Then General Booth’s
son Ballington was sent to take command of the American
army. He and his wife Maud entered upon the work most
enthusiastically. At their coming they found 260 corps,
600 officers, and 6,000 soldiers scattered through the cities
of the country.” The efliciency of their labor is shown by
the great increase in the number of corps, officers, and
soldiers, and by the widening of their field of work. There
are now 680 corps, 2,100 officers, and 30,000 soldiers.
They have established sixteen slum posts and six rescue
homes. Buffalo, Chicago, Seattle, and San Francisco have
euch a food and shelter depot. There is an employment
bureau in Boston, and one in San Francisco. One of the
most important of their institutions is the training garsi-
son, of which there are twenty-two in this country. Ih
these garrisons the new recruits are tanght the methods of
becoming efficient soldiers. They are impressed with the
idea that they should carry the good news of salvation to
their friends. They are drilled in the Bible, and taught
obedience to discipline and respect for authority. In
addition to these departments, there is an auxiliary league
composed of people who, though not engaged in the work
of the army, give it countenance and support by an an-
nnal contribution to its treasury. There are 6,000 mem-
bers of this league, and each pays 85 a year a8 a member-
ship fee. )

g&?o account of the work of the Salvation Army would
be complete without a mention of General Booth’s book,
In Darkest England, and the Way Out. This book,
which appeared in 1890, attracted wide attention. Phi-
lanthropists, university and church ¢“settlement” work-
ers, felt that the author was a man who could teach
them something. According]}y they gave the book a care-
ful reading. The ‘“way out” proposed by the gencral
was the establishment of colonies for the poorest people,
—a city colony, a farm colony, and an over-the-sea colony.
A labor bureau and a factory were to be auxiliaries in this
great work.

The army in America issues two publications,—the
Conqueror, a monthly, and the War Cry, a weekly paper.
The circulation of the former is 18,000, that of the latter
90,000.

Causes of the Crisis.—There is an important dis-
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tinction between the social conditions of England and
those of the United States; and with this the Salvation
Army has had to reckon. 'Theoretically there is no
““upper,” ¢ middle,” or ‘“‘lower” class in this country.
And the theory is so far carried into practice that no class
of people thinks of itself as the “submerged tenth,” or
will allow any one else 8o to think of it. This spirit of
equality which every class of our people has, gives to the in-
habitants of the slums an independence and a self-assert-
iveness that the workers among them must take into con-
sideration if they would be successful. The Salvation
Army was quick to recognize this social characteristic,
and to adapt its methods to it. The result has been a
gradual ‘“ Americanizing ” of the army, in the sense that
it has adopted an attitude toward the people and has used
methods of work which are not found in the labors of the
army in other countries. The establishment of employ-
ment bureaus and other auxiliaries of the evangelistic
work, is evidence.of a desire to keep abreast of the restless
" gpirit of progress among us. Some of the officers own
property here. This is a thing unheard of elsewhere.

allington Booth and his followers know well that
degradation has the same root here as elsewhere, and they
ﬁngt to exterminate that root with all their powers. But
they have found themsclves more widely received by the
rich and the cultured, and they have found it harder here
than in England to draw the line between the ‘‘un-
churched ” people of different levels. Ience their work
has found a productive ficld among a class of people more
intelligent, more moral, and more industrious than those
whom the army was primarily intended to benefit.

It is the rule for the department commanders to be
changed every six years. It is now nine years since Bal-
lington Booth was appointed commander in America.
The peculiar conditions of the work in this country, and
Commander Booth’s fitness for this work, were recognized
at the headquarters in London; and it was for this reason,
that, in the ordinary system of rotation, he had not been
transferred. Startling indeed, therefore, was the news
learned in January of this year, that Ballington Booth
and his wife had been recalled to London. The recall
wag issued January 6. Commander Booth was ordered to
leave America some time in April. No intimation as to
who would succeed him accompanied the order. The
chicf secretary of the army in London stated that experi-
ence had taught the leaders of the army that if a com-
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mander remained at one post more than four or five years,
the work was likely to get in a rut and to stagnate. More-
over, people were likely to become strongly attached to a suc-
cessful leader; and this attachment tended against the im-
rsonal spirit which is designed to pervade the army and
its work. General Booth, too, it wus said, feared thatﬁy re-
taining his own son longer in so desirable a command, he
might incur the charge of nepotism; and such a charge,
however groundless it might be, would undoubtedly injure
the reputation of the army.
" On January 20 a movement of protest was begun.
This agitation took its rise quite outside the army, and
even against the protest of Commander and Mrs. Booth.
The resnlt of the movement was a meeting held at Curne-
gie Hall, New York city, Febrnary 3. r. Depew pre-
sided, and Mayor Strong was among the speakers. The
sentiment expressed at this meeting was that it would be
almost impossible to replhice Mr. and Mrs. Ballington
Booth with commanders so acceptable to the majority of
the people both within and without the army. 'This sen-
timent was embodied in a telegram sent by I{Ir. Depew to
the London headquarters. 'T'he reply to this message
stated that the recall was dictated not by personal motives,
but by the regulations of the arm{. k\rith regard to the
commauder, it said that the utmost had been done by three
mediators, but that peace had not been secured. The
three mediators were Commandant 1lerbert Booth of To-
ronto, Commissioner Eva Booth of London, and Colonel
Nicol, also from the headquarters in London.

Sometime since, it appears, Colonel William Eadie had
been appointed chief secretary of the American branch of
the army. Ile was General {Zooth’s {;ersonal representa-

tive. Fyresh from England, and zealous of maintaining
English methods and discipline, he found that in many
things American ways were different from English. Be-
lieving that there should be conformity to discipline and
uniformity of methods, he introduced many changes.
These were not favorably received, but the necessity of
discipline was universally acknowledged. Colonel Eadie
became temporary commander after Commander Booth
handed in his resignation. This resignation was de-
manded by the three commissioners. To the demand
Commander Booth replied that he would resign his keys,
books, and offices; but to the further demand that he
should return to London, he refused to accede except on
certain conditions, to which the mediators declined to
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agree. These conditions were: That he should be detained
in London only a week; that Colonel Eadie should return
with him; that Commandant Herbert Booth shounld go
back to Toronto; that no commissioner should be sent to
the United States during his absence; and that Mrs. Bal-
lington Booth should be in command of the army while
he was absent.

Upon the resignation of Mr. Booth, his sister Eva, the
commissioner of General Booth, and Colonel Nicol be-
came practically joint commanders with Colonel Eadie.
At a meeting held at their headquarters in New York, the
three leaders stated the question from their standpoint.
They all gave generous testimony to the work done by
their predecessor, and asseverated that the personal ele-
ment had not been allowed to enter into the question.
Miss Booth denied that there was any desire on the part
of‘(lj}encml Booth to Anglicize the Sa{vation Army. She
sald: )

‘“When we are in the slums, we are slummers; when we are in
Engln'l‘nd, we are English; and when we arein America, we are Amer-
1cans.

On March 12 Commissioner Frederick St. Clair de la
Tour Tucker was appointed commander in America. HHe
is a son-in-law of General Booth. The new commander
arrived in this country and took command of the army on
April 2.

p'l‘he American Volunteers.—All the circumstances
attending the resignation of Ballington Booth and all the
reasons for it are not and probably never will be generally
known. He announced that for reasons well known to
the general he must henceforth decline to accept any com-
mand whatsoever in the Salvation Army. A strong fol-
lowing in the armf' signified its desire to help him form-a
new army or similar organization. He declined to revolt
or to cause purposely any defection from the armﬂ. After
due consideration, he and his wife announced that they
had decided to continue their work in this country, but
among a different class of people from those among whom
they had been working. They call attention to the re-
ligious condition of the artisan or wage-earning class, and
declare that there prevails among them almost as great an
indifference to religion as among the people of the slums.
To this large class, then, they propose to devote them-
selves. Their new organization they named ¢ God’s
American Volunteers,” but subsequently dropped the first
word in this title, making it simply the ¢ American Volun-
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teers.” Some of the former officers of the Salvation Army
have, because of their personal attachment to Mr. and
Mrs. Booth, .become members of the new movement.
This work is not intended to be in any way antagonistic
to the Salvation Army. It will, however, be less univer-
sal in its scope. It is intended for one class, and for that
class in America alone.

THE BERING SEA DISPUTE. -

ON March 2 the foreign relations committee of the
United States senate accepted, with a few immaterial
changes in wording, the treaty signed in November last
(Vol. 5, p. 857), providing for arbitration of the damage
claims arising out of seizures of sealing vessels in Bering
sea prior to the establishment of a close season in 1891.
The treaty had previously been approved by the British
overnment wit?x the concurrence of the Dominion of
‘anada.

In brief, it provides for a court of arbitration consisting of two '
members, one to be appointed by Great Britain, the other by the
United States. Should these fail to agree on any point, then an um-
pire or third commissioner is to be- selected; and in case the two gov-
ernments cannot agree on this umpire, the convention expressly
stipulates that he shall be named by the president of the Swiss repub-
he. The decisions of the commissioners are to be binding on the two
governments.

It shall be the duty of the court to arbitrate claims and assess
damages. An important concession is made to Canada, inasmuch as
all claims for damages will be eligible for presentment, irrespective of
the question as to whether or not the seized vessels were in part
owned by American citizens.

The Paris tribunal of arbitration in 1893 awarded no
damages for seizures: it did not even consider that ques-|
tion, but left it to be adjusted by further diplomatic nego-
tiation (Vol. 3, p. 465;. It will be remembered that
after the subject had been several times discussed by Sir
Julian Pauncefote, British ambassador, and the late Secre-
tary of State Gresham, an executive communication was
made to the 53d congress, urging the appropriation of
$425,000 in a lump sum, which amount had been agreed
upon by the representatives of the two governments in
full settlement of all claims. Both in the house and in

Vol. 6=7.
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the senate the appropriation failed to carry, a leading ob-

ection (urged notably by Senator Mor%au of Alabama)
eing that many of tht claims were untenable because many
of the seized vessels were the property of American citizens,
and had merely sailed under British register to evade the
penalties of United States laws against poaching (Vol. 4,
p. 776; Vol. 5, p. 76).

This action of congress at once recommitted the whole
question of damages to the adjustment of diplomacy, the
result being the convention briefly outlined above.

In the meantime negotiations have been pending be-
tween the state department at Washington and the British
government, looking to more effectual regulations for the
protection of the seal herds than those now in force, which
were based on the recommendations of the Paris tribunal.
In the opinion of the foreign relations committee of the
senate, there is little prospect at present of securing the
assistance of Great Britain in policing the waters of the
North Pacific in such » way as effectually to put a stop to
the barbaric practices of pelagic sealing, which it is said
are rapidly exterminating the seal herds. So an extraor-
dinary step—a last resort—has been taken in the hope of
bringing about a joint agreement for further limitation of
pelagic sealing. 'This step is the introduction of proposals
in congress providing, in a word, that, in case Great Brit-
ain will not enter into a more effective arrangement for the
protection of the seals, the United States will herself end
the whole trouble by exterminating the herds at once at
the rookeries. .

A bill, favorably reported from the senate committee on foreign
relations in the latter part of February, authorizes the president to
conclude negotiations with Great Britain, Russia, and Japan for the

appointment of a comnmission to investigate the present condition of
the seal herds and the methods of slaughtering them, and to consider

* what further regulations are necessary for their preservation. Pend-

ing this investigation and report, the president is authorized to con-
clude and proclaim a modus oivendi with the governments named,
providing for new regulations, or suspending or altering the existing
regulations established by the Paris tribunal, or limiting the catch in
any manner which may be deemed expedient for the preservation of
the seal herds, this agreement to expire by limitation, unless previously
terminated, on January 1, 1898.

If this modus vivend? is not concluded, and if regulations under the
same, effectual in the judgment of the president for preserving the
seal herds, be not put into operation on or before May 1, 1896, the
secretary of the treasury, witﬁethe approval of the president, is au-
thorized to take and kill each and every fur seal, male and female,
which may be found on the Pribilof islands, and sell the skins to the
best advantage.
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A similar bill was presented in the house by Chairman
Dingley of the ways and means committee.

GENERAL EUROPEAN SITUATION.

Within the past few months the relations of the powers
of Euroi)e have taken on the aspect of a series of kaleido-
scopic changes, bewildering in their complexity and seem-
ing inconsisbencE For example, the early days of Janu-
ary saw Great Britain and Germany trembling on the
verge of war over the Transvaal affair, and the latter power
is still opposed to British schemes of expansion in South
Africa.” Yet Great Britain, in sending an expedition to the
Soudan, not only aids Italy, but greatlystrengthens the in-
formal ties of common interest that have long been the basis
of Great Britain’s moral support of the Triple Alliance—for
which Germany is duly thankful. The British occupation
of Egypt is an eyesore to Frenchmen, which the Dongola
expedition can only serve to aggravate; and yet France and
England have reached an enfente cordiale in Siam. The
traditional rivalries of Great Britain and Russia have been
‘ameliorated by the settlement of the Pamir dispute and
the apparent understanding that exists between them as
to the disposition of Korea and Manchuria; and yet Russia
sends aid and comfort to the Abyssinians, against whom
Great Britain is supporting Italy, while Russian diplomacy,
moreover, has apparently outstripped the hitherto dominant
influence of Great Britain at Constantinople.

Instances of apparent inconsistency in the relations of
the powers might be multiplied, but the cases cited are
enough to show that no reliance is to be placed on the ap-
parent combinations of the moment. Groups dissolve,
reform themselves, absorb new elements which before
seemed hostile, and altogether baffle and perplex the politi-
cal prophet. Thus, at the beginning of the year, there
was much talk of an impending coalition of continental
powers against England. Some color was lent to the ru-
mor by the evidences which had come to light from Con-
stantinople, South Africa, and elsewhere, that, with ‘the
possible exception of Italy, England could count but little
on the assistance of other powers in the event of a collision;
that she practically stood alone, generally respected but
disliked. However, the rumored anti-British coalition
was soon seen to have no more foundation in fact than
other supposed political combinations which have of late
exercise«:{, the speculative faculties of newspaper corre-
spondents. Combinations of continental powers are neither
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formed nor broken up according to likes or dislikes. Such
changes are always based on calculations of self-interest of
the powers concerned. And just as.the mutual jealousies
of the so-called Christian powers have checkmated all at-
tempts at joint interference in Armenia, so may they be
expected to militate against any wide combination hostile
to any single power. Any general combination of powers
is & remote contingency, and would probably be developed
onl{ by slow degrees, if at all.

n this connection we note as interesting the following
f)sssages from a letter written to the London Times in the
atter Part of January, by ¢ A Foreigner ” (said to be King
Leopold II. of Belgium):

‘It is envy and jealousy which have made England bated and
feared by her rivals on the field of competition. The sight of a rela-
tively small nation spreading a net of colonies and possessions all over
the globe, bringing forward extraordinary and salutary changes in
the social and political conditions of distant wild and semi-civilized
nations, and, above all, earning moral and material successes for her
strenuous work, could hardly have been viewed with indifference by
those European nations whose awakening is of & more recent date,
and who do not possess the means and qualities which have helped
you. 8uccess has at all times engendered envy and animosity, and'
particularly if this success is the outcome of national qualities in
which others are lacking. Germany, France, and Russia, in compar-
ing their gigantic military budget with the comparatively small out-
lays of England for her defense, must certainly feel vexed; and still
more will the respective peoples envy the British citizen, who does
not feel the burden of a compulsory military service, and still enjoys
the libirty, might, and power of the greatest empire that ever existed.
* ®

“Apart from the aforesaid enemies, England has of late es-
tranged many of her former friends by her recently inaugurated
policy in the near East. Whatever may be said about the so-called
Armenian question, it will hardly be denied that the motives as well
as the means of the diplomatic campaign against Turkey seem to
many people inopportune and ill-chosen. * * * However, if the
solution of the ominous Eastern question were as easy as imagined
by certain fanatics, nobody would object to the application of forcible
means; but, having seen the disastrous results of one-sided interven-
tion, it is far preferable to wait patiently for the natural development
of affairs, which is sure to be more beneficial and more promising to
the*Christian than to the Moslem population of Asia Minor.

‘“In summing up what has been said about the enemies of Eng-
land, we can easily come to the conclusion that their desire to injure
British interests in the world is much greater than the power they
are possessed of. England must be prepared to have intermezzoslike
the recent ones more frequently, but there is not the slightest danger
in store as long as the nation continues in the spirit which has made
her great, free, and powerful.” :

‘Notwithstanding the uncertainties of the political
weather, 8o to speak, in Europe, the truth seems to be
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that the cardinal features of the general situation are es-
sentially what they have long been—a division into two
great camps, with France and Russia in one, and the Tri-
ple Alliance in the other. There is this difference, how-
ever, that England, as a result of the developments in
Abyssinia and the Soudan, has been more closely com-
mitted to the Dreibund than heretofore; while Russia has
apparently strengthened herself by gathering into her train
urkey and Bulgaria.

The financial difficulties of Italy had for some time
caused rumors to the effect that a modification, if not a
dissolntion, of the Dreibund was likely when its present
term of life expired in 1897. The disasters to Italian arms
in Abyssinia, culminating in the defeat at Adowa, and caus-
ing a popular uprising throughout Italy against the Crispi
government, had almost shaken the foundations of the
monarchy itself; it is said that King Humbert contem-
plated abdicatinﬁ in favor of the crown prince. However,
the advance of the Anglo-Egyptian expedition up the Nile
has restored confidence in Italy, strengthened her credit,
emphasized once more the community of British and
Itafian interests in the preservation of the sfatus guo in
the Mediterranean, and solidified the Dreibund.

A Russo-Turkish Allianee.—When we pass from
Western to Eastern Europe, the political atmosphere be-
comes more hazy. Diplomacy an(}1 the employment of se-
cret methods are to some extent synonymous everywhere;
but it is in the East, or rather in those countries with Ori-
ental as distinguished from Occidental sympathies, that
political intrigue finds its most congenial clime. Toward
the end of January a report was spread abroad, that Rus-
sia and Turkey had concluded a secret treaty giving to
Russia in effect a general protectorate over the Turkish
empire, gnaranteeing the continuance of the sultan’s gov-
ernment, and gecuring to Russian men-of-war free passage
through the Dardanelles and Bosphorus, which straits will
be closed by Turkey to the warships of other nations.

The treaty is said to be based on the Unkiar-Skelessi convention
of 1833, constituting an offensive and defensive alliance which bound
Russia and Turkey to assist each other in resisting foreign aggression
and in suppressing internal disorders. As Turkey was at the time of
the conclasion of the agreement in a state of almost utter collapse,
Russia waived the matter of assistance promnised by Turkey, and re-
ceived instead permission, in the event of Russia being at war, to
close the Dardanelles to warships of all nations. The Western pow-
ers refused to recognize the treaty, which was soon tacitly abandoned.

The rumor of a revival of treaty relations on the lines
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above indicated, has not been officially confirmed; but it is
very generally believed that a close understanding has been
reached, whereby Russian influence at Constantinople has
been immeasurably increased, largely at the expense of
English prestige. A fact significant of the close relations
now existing between the Porte and St. Petersburg, was
the visit of the Russian ambassador, M. Nelidoff, o the
sultan, February 25, bringing presents and an autograph
letter from the czar. Turkey’s object in granting conces-
sions is presumably to secure badly needed financial relief.

Conversion of Prince Boris.—Another instance of
the extension of Russian influence is found in the decision
of Prince Ferdinand of Bulgaria to have his two-year-old
son, Prince Boris (born January 30, 1894), baptized into
the Orthodox Gireek Church, notwithstanding the bitter
opposition of his wife, Princess Marie Louise, who is a de-
voted Roman Catholic, and in spite of the refusal of the
Pope to grant a dispensation. The ‘‘conversion” took
place February 14 in the cathedral at Sofia, the day being
observed as a holiday throughout Bulgaria. The exarch,
Joseph, from Constantinople, performed the ceremony.
The czar of Russia consented to act as sponsor, being rep-
resented in proxy by (teneral Kutuzoff. The British,
Austro-Hungarian, and Italian representatives in Sofia
were not present at the ceremony. It issaid that the
Pope will not take any public disciplinary measuresagainst
Prince Ferdinand, who is excommunicated tpso focto in
having simply assisted in the conversion of a Catholic
child to a schismatic faith. .

The ** conversion ” of Prince Boris was dictated by po-
litical considerations. Through it Prince Ferdinand
hoped to conciliate Russia and secure that official interna-
tional recognition for which he had vainly striven siuce
his election as ruling prince a little over eight years ago.
These ends he has now a parently succeeded In accom-
plishing. Inthe middle of February dispatches announced
that M. Stoiloff, the Bulgarian premier, had secured from
the sultan formal recognition of Prince Ferdinand as the
lawful ruler of Bulgaria, and an invitation to the other
powers also to recognize him. The assent of all theother
powers was subsequently reported. A special mission
from Constantinople, March 15, conveyed to Prince Ferdi-
nand two firmans from the sultan, one confirming him as
prince of Bulgaria, the other intrusting him with the gov-
ernment of Eastern Roumelia. Russian representatives
are to be appointed in Bulgaria, and a Bulgarian chargé
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d'affaires will be sent to St. Petersburg. The formal in-
vestiture of Prince Ferdinand is thus a lprobability of the
near future, though the fact of the sultan granting him
two firmans, one as ‘‘governor” of Eastern Roumelia,
must be admitted to contain the germs of possible further
trouble.

The powers regard with much complacency this change
of affairs which greatly increases Russian influence at Sofia.
It is the general opinion in Europe that the change is one
that will make for peace in the Southeast. Itis not to be
supposed that Bulgaria, while inclining toward Russia,
contemplates relinquishing her independence. Her posi-
tion can only be strengthened by the acquisition of a for-
mal, regular, and legal sfafus. A Bulgarian dynasty strongly
founded in the affections of the geople, and acceptable to
Russia, will go a long way toward removing the elements
of contention which for years past have made the Balkans
the powder magazine of Europe.

THE FAR-EASTERN SITUATION.

Russo-Chinese Relations.—Ifitisdifficult tocompre-
hend the drift of political developments in the Near East,
itiseven moresoin the Far East. However, a few factsstand
out with sufficient prominence to indicate clearly that Rus-
sia is tightening her grasp upon China, confirming her
foothold in Korea, and in other ways extending her influ-
ence as an Oriental power, in doing which she clashes
with Japan. It is possible—by many in fact considered
inevitable—that the near future will witness an open strug-
gle between these rivals for supremacy in the Orient.

trangely enough, England, whose commercial interests in
the East are vast, appears to regard with comparative in-
difference the present extension of Russian influence.
There are even indications that her traditional policy re-
garding the well-known designs of Russian expansion in
Asia has nndergone some modification; for Mr. A. J. Bal-
four, first lord of the treasury, speaking at Bristol Febru-
ary 3, said:

*‘ 80 far from regarding with fear and jealousy a comniercial out-
let for Russia in the%&ciﬁc ocean, which would not be ice-bound half
the year, I should welcome such a result as a distinct advance in this
far-distant region.”

Of late the press has teemed with rumors of a secret
understanding between Russia and China, whereby the lat-
ter, in return for important concessions, grants to Russia
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an open seaport in Manchuria, Frivile es of railroad exten-
sion, etc. A Shanghai dispatch dated March 2 even pro-
fessed to give the details of a treaty now being conveyed
by Li Hung Chang to Moscow, which, it is said, will be
formally ratified by the czar on the approaching occasion
of his coronation. The rumor awaits oﬁicial confirmation;
but it seems certain that a close enfente has been reached,
which has immensely increased the weight of Russian in-
fluence at Pekin, if it has not made the Celestial empire
practically a vassal of Russia.

The evacuation of the Leao-Tong peninsula was re-

orted to have been completed in the latter part of Decem-
her, 1895.

Revoltin Korea.—On February 11 another coup d’état
was effected at Seoul, which has most important bearing
upon the future destiny of Korea, inasmuch as it has re-
sulted in actual Russian intervention for the maintenance
of order in the Hermit Kingdom. It will be remembered
that the uprising of October 8 last removed from the scene
of activity the greatest enemy of Japanese influence in
Korea, the queen. The officials about the king were at
once changed against his wishes, and a cabinet forced upon
him composed of men in sympathy with the Japanese
schemes of reform. The inner history of what followed is
not yet, and may never be, fully known to outsiders; but
it is known that a counter-revolution was carried out on
February 11. The king and the crown prince were spir-
ited away (with the assistance of the court ladies, it is said)
to the Russian legation. A proclamation wasissued order-
ing the arrest of all members of the cabinet. Some fled;
others found temporary shelter in the Japanese barracks;
but several, including the prime minister, were captured
and executed. The king at once reconstructed the minis-
try to his own liking, but continued to remain under the
protection of the Russian legation.

In view of the disordered state of affairs. a detachment
of Russian marines was landed at Chemulpo, and marched
to Seoul, for the protection of the Russian legation and the
restoration of order. Russian soldiers were stationed at
other points also. Landing parties of British, American,
and French marines were promptly sent to Seoul to guard
the interests of their respective countries.

The condition of Korea has since been one of great un-
rest. Fighting has occurred at several points between the
Koreans and the Japanese; and the political outlook at the
end of March, in view of the rivalries of Japan and Russia,
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is very uncertain. It is true that in 1886 China obtained
a Fromise from Russia never to occupy any port of Korea.
The obtaining of this promise was a condition upon which
England consented to evacuate Port Hamilton, which she
had occupied as a counter-move to Russia’s projected oc-
cupation of a Korean port. But it is also true that the
relations of Russia and China have now changed, and that
the latter may grant release from the pledge if she chooses,
thusstrengthening Russia’s position on the Pacific seaboard.
Such an event would be fraught with menace to Japan.
Great Britain, however, regards the possibility with great
complacency. Says the London Graphic:

**Foreign intervention (in Korea) would seem to be inevitable.
Now, there are two claimants to the reversion of the emperor. Li Hsi—
Russia and Japan—and the question is to whom Great Britain should
give her support. This question resolves itself into an inquiry as to
the direction in which our interests preponderate, and this certainly

ints in the direction of Russia. Sooner or later Russia is bound to
aveice-free access to the Pacific, and Mr. Balfour has already ac-
knowled‘fed—no doubt on behalf of the government—that Great Brit-
ain could raise no further objections to Ler legitimate aspiration in
this respect. This fact postulated, the question arises, Where should
Russia have this access? A glance atthe map will show that she
mast have it either in Korea or on the Leao-Tong peninsula, and it is
undoubtedly to our advantage that she should have it in the former
region rather than in the latter. * * * AsforJapan, she hasall the
access to the sea that she requires, and she has no imperative excuse
for desiring to extend her‘dominion to the Asiatic mainland. But
even if her claims were more valid than they are, Great Britain would
have to remember that relations with Russia are of far greater
importance to her than the friendsbip of the Mikado.”

Contradictory rumors were spread about the middle of
January concerning the alleged murder of the queen on
October 8, 1895 (Vol. 5, p. 827). It was said that she had
escaped at the time of the attack on the palace, and was in
hiding. It was also said that the object of the émeute
of November 28 (Vol. 5, I;l) 828),* which seems to have
been chiefly instigated by Russian officials. was to free the
king from the influence of the pro-Japanese ministry under
the Tai-Won-Kun, and to restore the queen. The prepon-
derance of present evidence, however, ‘points to the con-
clusion that the queen was really murdered on October 8
as alleged.

The Japanese judicial investigation into the facts of the
uprising of October 8 ended about January 21 in the ac-

*Nore.—It appears that the American missionary. Dr. Underwood. did not
actively participate in the attempt of November 28. ~His severe strictures upon
the course of the ministry. however, had no doubt served to encourage
the discontented Koreans: and our former statement (Vol. 5, p. 820) requires to
be modified to that extent.
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quittal of General Miura, formerly Japanese minister at
Seoul, and the other Japanese officials charged with complic-
ity in the plot. The examination, as recorded in the Tokio
Yomiura,went toshow that the whole coup d’état of October 8
was carried out by the Tai-Won-Kun, with the assistance of
Japanese troops and the knowledge of Japanese officials;
but the evidence implicating the latter in the actual com-
mittal of murder was regarded as insufficient by the court.

Formosa Opened to Commerce.—On February 1
Japan published her formal declaration to the treaty
powers, of the accession of Formosa and the opening of
the island to foreign commerce, as follows:

**Order and tranquillity having been established in Formosa, the
Japanese governinent grants the following privileges and facilities to
the subjects, citizens, and vessels of treaty powers being in or resort-
ing to Formosa:

1. The subjects and citizens of powers having commercial trea-
ties with Japan may reside and trade in Formosa at 'Tawmsui, Keelung,
Anping, Taiwanfu, and Takao; and the vessels of such powers may
visit and carry cargo to and from the ports and harbors of Tamsui,
Keelung, Anping, and Takao.

““2. Notwithstanding the exceptional condition of affairs in
Formosa, the treaties of commerce and navigation and the tariffs and
arrangements existing and now in force between Japan and the other
powers, are, so far as they are applicable, extended to the subjects,
citizens, and vessels of such powers being in or resorting to Formosa,
it being at the same time understood that all persons availing them-
selves of the above enumerated facilities'shalreobey all decrees and
regulations which may at any time be in force in Formosa.”

In spite of the above proclamation, disturbances have
continued in certain parts of the island, instigated pre-
sumably by discontented Chinese subjects. umerous
murders of Japanese constables and school teachers were
reported in January, all marked by shocking barbarities;
and by the middle of February the forces of the insur-
gents had reassumed considerable proportions, pecessitat-
ing the renewal of a vigorous campaign for their suppres-
sion.

The Partition of Siam.—On January 15 a treaty
was signed at London, settling (finally, it is hoped) the
long-disputed question of the French and English spheres
of influence in Indo-China.

In a word, Siam proper will now be confined to the valley of the
Menawm under the guaranteed protection of both powers, acquiring an
internatiopal status, as M. Berthelot, the French foreign minister,
declared, analogous to that of Belgium in Europe; the vexatious proj-
ect of the establishment of a buffer state is abandoned; and the Me-
Kong river is recognized as the sole boundary between French and
English territory north of Siam to the frontier of China.
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The most important provision undoubtedly is that which marks
out for special treatment the portion of Siam comprised within the

i area of the Menam and of the coast streams of a correspond-
ing longitude. Within this area the two powers undertake: (1) Not
to operate with their military or naval forces, except so far as they
may do it in concert for any purpose which may be required for main-
taining the independence of Siam; (2) not to acquire within that
area any privil or commercial facilities which are not extended to

both of them. is secures to Siam tranquillity in the most fertile
and wealthy portion of her
dominions. -

Beyond this main pro-
vision as regards the gie-
nam valley, the chief
points to be noted are:

1. The Chinese fron-
tier is moved south, in-
cluding the state of Kiang-
Hung.

2. Mong-Hsing, east
of the Me-Kong, recently
held by Great Britain, is
Inndej’ over to France.

8. The special claus-
es of the treaty of October
3, 1883, between France
and Siam (Vol. 8, p. 731), .
applying to the zone of
twenty-five kilometres on
the right bank of the Me-
Kong and to the naviga-
tion of that river, are rec-
ognized.

4. The territories
west and east of the ‘‘Me-
nam valley ” of the treaty
are in effect British and
French ‘‘spheres of influ-
ence,” though it must be
noted that Eord Salisbury M. BERTHELOT.
not only does not label FRENCH FOREIUN MINISTER.
them as such, but expressl‘yl lays down the complete title and rights
of the Siamese as regards those areas.

The general gain to both France and England is in re-
moving a subject of long contention, and facilitating the
opening up of southwest China, the greatest unopened
market in the world.

The specific advantages to England are thus summed up:

1. Acontinuousfrontieralongtheeastern coastof the Indianocean.

2. The ability to connect Burmah with China by a railway pass-
ing entirely through British territory either oia Moulmein and Raheng,
or tia Rangoon and Karenni, passing up the valley of the Me-Kong
into the populous part of Yunnan; and to connect the Burmese with
the Siamese and future Chinese systems of railway.
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3. An increase to British dominions about equivalent to those of
France under the agreement, and including large fertile plains, for-
ests of teak and other valuable timber, and enormous mineral wealth,
particularly in the Malay peninsula.

4. The saving of this great and valuable territory from the risk
of foreign encroachment.

The advantages accruing to France are:

1. The annexation of one.-half of the remainder of Siam, con-
| taining vast plains and valuable fisheries, forests, and mines. Two-
thirds of the Siamese dominions will thus have fallen within recent
years to France.

2. The acquirement of the above territory as a close market for
French manufacturers.

3. 'The acquisition of the portion of the Bangkok-Korat railway
within the French sphere of influence, and the ability to extend that
railway to the Me-Kong and to the French port of Saigon.

4. The acquisition of Chantaboon and other seaports on the
gulf of Siam, whence railways can be extended for the development
of the Cambodian provinces of French Indo-China.

On the whole the treaty is disappointing to the English
people for political reasons. The London Graphic says
regarding it: v

‘“The agreement is, in many respects, distinctly unfavorable to
us. Still there are points in our favor, for our commercial suprem-
acy is now secured over the whole of the neutralized territory and
temporarily beyond it; and henceforth Bangkok, where eighty-seven per
cent of thetrade isours, isagsecure as any British port. The most seri-
ous blows to us are political, for we have hel France to build up
a great Indo-Chinese empire, the military resources of which must be
largely determined by its inhabited extent. It has given France a
splendid recruiting ground for sepoys, and has allowed her to become
a standing menace to India.”

Besides the affairs of Siam, the treaty dealt with the
delimitation of the British and French possessions west of
the lower Niger, and British relations to Tunis. (See
following article.

THE PARTITION OF AFRICA.

The Ashanti Expedition.—The march of the Brit-
ish expeditionary corps to Kumassi (Vol. 5, p. 957) was
a military promenade: there was no fighting, no skirmish-
ing, no killed nor wounded; not a shot was fired at an
enemy. The commander, Sir Francis Scott, reached
Prahsu, just half way from Cape Coast Castle to Kumassi,
December 31 last, and advanced by easy stages toward
King Prempeh’s capital. The health of the troops was ex-
cellent. Theexpedition reached Kumassi January 19; and
the place was at once occupied by the native allies and Hous-
sas. Thesameday King Prempeh was summoned to attend
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a grand palaver to be held on the 20th. At the appointed
time General Scott and his staff were seated in a semicircle
in the square, and un officer was sent to the king to notify
him that the British general awaited his coming. Un-
willingly Prempeh accompanied the officer to the square.
Taking his seat on the stool of state, he exchanged a few
formal salutations with Sir Francis Scott; and then, de-
scending from the stool, shook hands with the general. lle
was then introduced to Mr. Maxwell, governor of the
Gold Coast, who informed him that he must formally sub-
mit to Great Britain, and pay immediately 50,000 ounces
of gold as war indemnity. He was also informed that he
must clear the streets and keep the people quiet. The
king replied that he was ready to make his submission.
Taking off his crown and his sandals, the Juckless barbar-
ian advanced to the governor. He placed his head be-
tween Mr. Maxwell’s feet, holding it meantime between
his hands. For the first time his subjects saw the haughty
king of Ashanti submitting himself to the commands of
a saperior. When the payment of the indemnity was de-
manded, Prempeh protested that he possessed no more than
680 ounces of gold, and pleaded for delay. After remind-
ing the king that a promise made twenty years previously
to pay an indemnity had neverbeen fulfilled, the governor
announced that Prempeh, the queen mother, the king’s
father, his two uncles, his brother, two war chiefs, and
the under-kings Mamron, Ejesu, and Ofesu, would be con-
ducted by troops to the coast. The announcement pro-
duced general consternation. The fallen monarch and
his companions in misfortune were on February 4 put on
board the British warship Raccoon for conveyance to
Elmina, a fortified town on the Gold Coast.

Major Pigott, acting British resident at Kumassi,
was instructed to establish a station at Kontampo. The
Basel Mission Society was already at work in Kumassi
early in March; and the Wesleyans were preparing to make
a settlement there. A battalion of Houssas, including
cavalry for operations in the open country, should oceasion
require, was to be raised forthwith. A British protecto-
_rate over Ashanti was proclaimed. A new paramount
“king ” over the Ashanti confederation is to be elected as
Prempeh’s successor.

The country is believed to be very rich in deposits of

old; it is even thought that the opening of Ashanti to
%nropean enterprise may have for result a decline in the
price of the metal in the world’s markets.
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A recent British blue book contains interesting corre-
spondence relating to Ashanti. On the subject of human
sacrifices, Sir W. B. Griffith writes:

‘ With regard to the assertion that Kwaku Dua abhors human
sacrifices, that he neither allows nor countenances them, and that
there is no truth in the alleged slaughter of human beings, as stated
in the Gold Coast papers, I desire to point attention to the barefaced
falsehood of the Ashantis in their statement on this point, as it affords

another instance of what
+ they will do in order to
mislead and deceive.”

He proceeds to give
dates on which human
sacrifices havetaken place
in recent years. In 1894,
on the occasion of the
king's accession, 400 hu-
man beings were slaugh-
tered. Near Kumassi the
British discovered and
burned the sacrifice grove,
full of skulls and bones of
human victims.

The expedition
was most carefully
planned, no precau-
tion having been over-
looked. From its first
organization till it
reached Kumassi
there was not a single
hitch, a singlehsur-

rise—except perhaps
ghat the :?bsle)zce gf
active hostility on the
part of the natives
wasasurprise. Butitlooksasthougheven that wasforeseen;
butif resistance had been made,that toowould doubtless have
beenadequately met. Every provision that it was possible to
make for the health, rationing, and accommodation of the
troops was made with perfect system. Every kind of supplies
wasg to be found in abundance at every stage of the expe-
dition’s progress. This is modern soldiering.- At each
halting place huts were erected for the reception of the
troops, and parties were sent in advance of the column to
preEare the necessary refreshments. As the men reached
each point of their journey, they found shade and comfort,
food—nay, even brandy and soda when needful. The
troops suffered very little from sickness, considering how

PRINCE HENRY OF BATTENBERG.
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unwholesome the climate of that country is. It was re-
marked that the well-seasoned East India regiments and
those of the British regiment which had been ordered to
Cape Coast Castle after years of service in India, suffered
most from sickness, and proved least able to sustain fatigne
on the march in the hot weather. A sad incident, the only
striking casualty of the campaign, was the death, from
fever, of Prince Henry of Battenberg, husband of the Prin-
cess Beatrice of England. At his own urgent request he had
been allowed to accompany the expedition as military secre-
tary to Sir Francis Scott; but he was stricken with malarial
fever on the march to Kumassi, and was obliged to return
to the coast. He died on board the cruiser Blonde, on the
night of Janunary 20, while on the way to Madeira in search
of better health (see Necrology).

Madagascar Annexed by France.—The treaty be-
tween the queen of Mad car and the government of
France, which was concluded and signed October 1, 1895,
at Antananarivo (Vol. 5, p. 858), was viewed with little
favor in France; and politicians and the press demanded its
annulment and the substitution of another treaty in which
the status of the island should be recognized as that of a
province subject to France, and not an antonomous state
under French protection. M. Hanotaux, ex-minister of
foreign affairs, under whose administration the expedi-
tion was sent out, and who dictated the treaty of October
1, protested against any revision of that instrument. The
express aim of the expedition having been to enforce the
protectorate over Madagascar conceded by the Malagasy
government in the treaty of 1883, the treaty of October 1,
1895, procured for France all that she had contended for,
and, he said, should be approved by the French home gov-
ernment.

A protectorate, M. Hanotaux declared, is ‘‘ the only form of gov-
ernment for Madagascar. It would be far wiser to let the Malagasy
work out their own problems and conduct their own affairs, than to
assame responsibility for France. France's experiment in Algiers and
Tunis is far from satisfactory: the colonies are a burden to the tax-
payers. The French people have neither the character nor the genius
to become successful colonizers.”

These views were strenuously opposed by the radicals
in the chamber, and the policy of annexation prevailed.
The treaty of October 1 was annulled, and a new treaty
signed lF)y the queen of Madagascar on January 18, giving
to the French %overnment. throngh its resident-general,
complete control over the affairs of the island both domes-
tic and foreign.
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On the occasion of the signing of this instrument the res-
ident-general, M. Laroche, presented to the queen a parure
of diamonds worth 10,000 francs. He predicted, as the
result of the relation now established between Madagascar
and France, an era of prosperity which would make the
queen’s reign forever memorable. Both countries were
interested 1n their relations assuming the definite and
friendly character of a close and fraternal union. The

ueen made a grateful reply, speaking of her confidence in
(tlhe future of progress, wisdom, and enlightenment opened
up by the arrival of M. Laroche. In the beginning of Febru-
ary the powers were formalli; notified by the French gov-
ernment that France had taken possession of Madagascar.

Anglo-French Boundaries.—The Anglo-French De-
limitation Commission (Vol. 5, p. 859) for determining
the boundary of the back country of Sierra Leone, entered
on the active discharge of its duties in the middle of De-
cember last. It consists of Colonel Trotter and Captain
Tyler on behalf of England, and Captain Passaga and
Lieutenant Carrade on behalf of France. Leaving Free-
town December 18, they marched straight across the col-
ony of Sierra Leone, reaching Tembi-Kunda January 13.
That place was found to be in latitude 9° 5' 20°, or farther
south than the position usually assigned to it. The longi-
tude remained to be determined.

Tembi-Kunda is at the head of the principal source of
the Niger, and it is now decided to be within French ter-
ritory. The spring from which originates the Niger is
held by the natives to be most strictly fadu: it is death for
mortal man to gaze on if. The friendly natives, unable
to impress on the white men the dperil of invading the
dread holiness of the spot, sacrificed to the Devil a white
cock in propitiation for the offense.

The route of the commission to the northwest from
this place lay through a difficult mountainous country.
Towns formerly supposed tolie in French territory were
found to be comprised indisputably within the English
sphere, and rice versa. Between the two Guallic towns of
Tembi-Kunda and Boria, or Bogoria, are no less than eight
others, whose inhabitants now find that their natural al-
legiance is due to the queen of Kngland, though hitherto
they had been under the French tricolor. The report of
the British commissioners tells of the ‘* pride and delight ”
with which the townsmen accepted the protection of the
Union Jack. But this was balanced by similar demonstra-
tions on the part of inhabitants of towns whose allegiance
was transferred from England to France.
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The climate of the region traversed by the commis-
gion was found to be quite endurable. The nights. were
cool. The thermometer on several occasions registered
58° F. in the early morning, and the heat during the day
was not great. The rainfall is much less than in the lower
levels of Sierra Leone; but the soil is very fertile, and the
country seems full of promise if the difficulty of communi-
cation and transport between the interior and the coast
can be overcome.

A convention was signed January 15 by Lord Salisbury
and the French ambassador to England, providing for de-
limitation of the British and French spheres west of the
lower Niger, and dealing also with English relations to
Tunis. The treaty, besides, settled the long-standing
Anglo-French dispute in Indo-China. (See ‘“The Far-
Eastern Situation,” p. 103.)

As regards the region to the west of the Jower Niger, the two
governments agree to name commissioners, who shall examine the
titles produced on either side, and fix by mutual agreement the most
equitable delimitation between the territories of their respective
countries. .

The general convention of 1875, which at present regulates Brit-
ish relations with Tunis, contains a clause providing for a revision of
that treaty, inserted to enable the contracting parties to agree in the
future upon ‘* such other arrangements as might tend still further to
the improvement of their mutnal intercourse and to the advancement
of the interests of their respective ples.” Negotiations are to be
at once commenced between Great Britain and France, through whom
the foreign affairs of Tunis are now conducted, for replacing this

neral convention by a new one, which is to correspond with the
intentions of the clause cited above, and doubtless also more or less
with the views of the protecting power. These articles may prepare
the way for an amicable solution of troublesome questions which have
long been pending between the two governments, but they do not
pledge either side to anything except to negotiate.

OTHER INTERNATIONAL A‘FFAIRS.

The Trinidad Dispute.—Toward the end of Jan-
uary the dispute between Great Britain and Brazil over
the island of Trinidad (Vol. 5, p. 864) secmed to be reach-
ing a critical stage. The Brazilian cabinet had declined
to refer the matter to arbitration; and it was announced
that the Argentine Republic had accorded to Brazil its
moral support by cancelling the concession granted to an
English company to land a cable at La Plata. The reason
alleged for this action of Argentina was that the company
had failed to secure rightfully the other landing %oints

e;

necessary for the successful operation of the cable; but it
Vol. 6.—8.
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was hoped at the same time—the hope being based on re-
cent declarations of the American executive relating to the
Monroe doctrine—that the United States would support
the claims of the Argentine Republic to the ownership of
the Falkland islands, which were constituted a British
colony in 1892 (Vol. 2, p. 99).

It was announced, however, February 5, that an amica-
ble settlement of the differences between Brazil and Great
Britain had been reached, the British representative at Rio
de Janeiro being ordered to recognize the sovereignty of -
the republic in the island of Trinidad.

Miscellaneous.—A movement has been started, on the
initiative of Ecuador, looking to the convoking this year
of a Pan-American congress similar to that of 1890 (Vol.
1, p. 32), to meet either in Washington, D. C., or in the
City of Mexico. The primary subject of discussion will
be the Monroe doctrine, together with the topic of the re-
lations of all the American republics among themselves and
with European powers. Commercial matters will also be
considered. '

It was announced February 7 that a settlement of the
German railway claims against Venezuela (Vol. 5, p. 87)
had been arranged on a basis of the future commuting of
the guarantees.

ending arbitration of the Amapa territorial dispute
between France and Brazil (Vol. 5, p. 863), it is an-
nounced that a Franco-Brazilian commission will admin-
ister affairs in’ the disputed region.

About the middle of March, Great Britain and Nicara-

ua agreed to  settle amicably the claims of diverse Brit-
ish subjects for losses sustained by them on the Mosquito
reserve.” A commission of three members to assess the
damaﬁes is to be appointed—one British, one Nicaraguan,
and the third, who is to be ““not a citizen of any Ameri-
can state,” to be nominated by the two governments jointly,
or, failing an agreement, by Switzerland. The claims re-
ferred to are, of course, supplementary to those of Mr.
Hatch and the other British officials who were expelled
from Nicaragua at the time of the disturbances at Blue-
fields in 1894 (Vol. 4, p. 554), which claims were settled
by the payment of 77,500 by Nicaragua (Vol. 5, p. 319).

The claim of Sefior Agramonte against Spain ?Vol. 5,
p- 598) has been disposed of unfavorably to the claimant
so far a8 interference by the United States is concerned.
An investigation conducted by United States Consul-Gen-
eral Williams at Havana has shown Agramonte to be a
Spanish subject.
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On February 19 the terms of the extradition treaty be-
tween France and England were modified by a convention
signed at Paris by M. Berthelot, French foreign minister,
and the Marquisof Dufferin, British ambassador. The mod-
ifications were so framed as to facilitate the extradition of
Dr. Cornelius Herz from England, who is under sentence
of fine and imprisonment for complicity with the late Baron
Reinach and others in the great Panama canal frauds
(Vol. 4, p. 665).

Arrangements have been made for the demarcation of
the frontier between Persia and British Baluchistan, which
will supplement the work now being done on the Afghan-
Baluch borders under the Durand agreement (Vol. 4, p.
103). These two operations will complete the delimita-
tion of the western frontier of British India from the Per-
sian gulf to the Pamirs, by filling up a gap of about 200
miles, through desert territory, where the frontier had
been left andefined by the boundary commission of 1872-3.

UNITED STATES POLITICS.

AT this early stage in the presidential campaign, the
work of education and organization has not advanced
sufficiently far to point with certainty to positive and defi-
nite results. The political press of the day is mainly oc-
cupied in discussion of the respective merits of various
“ pregidential poseibilities,” and in speculation as to what
issue will dominate all others in the campaign. The sil-
ver men are making a determined effort to force their is-
sue to the front. The canvass for control of delegates to
the respective party conventions has begun under condi-
tions o unusua{, vagueness and uncertainty.
Ex-President Harrison, in a letter dated February 3,
addressed to Chairman Gowdy of the republican central
committee of Indiana, withdrew his name from the list of
alleged presidential aspirants. The letter was in part as
follows:
*“To every one who has proposed to promote my nomination, I
have said, ‘ No; there never has been an hour since I left the White
House that I have felt a wish to return to it.” The republican party

has twice in national convention given me indorsement, and that is
enough. 1 cannot consent that my name be presented or used in the
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8t. Louis convention, and must kindly ask my many friendsto accept
this as a sincere and final expression upon the subject.”

No indication has appeared that Mr. Harrison’s with-
drawal is definitely in the interests of any one of the pros-
pective candidates: and it is even possible that his name
may {"et be presented.

The democratic national convention will be held in
Chicago, Ill., July 7, almost a month later than the re-
];ublican convention, which will meet as St. Louis, Mo.,
June 16. New York city, St. Louis, and Cincinnati, O..
were contestants with Chicago, and the silver issue played
a dominant part in the struggle before the national com-
mittee; but on the twenty-ninth ballot the New York men
voted for Chicago, in order to defeat St. Louis. The final
vote stood: Chicago 26, St. Louis 24, Cincinnati 1. The
highest vote cast for New York was 17.

The populist national convention will be held in St.
Louis, July 22; and a national bimetallic convention is
also called for the same place and date.

At a convention, in Pittsburg, Penn., in the middle of
March, attended by representatives of various reforms—an
outgrowth of the Staten Island reform conference of last
year (Vol. 5, pp. 606. 865)—the formation of a new party,
to be called ‘“The National Reform Party,” was decided
upon. A national convention to nominate candidates of
the party for president and vice-president is set down for
May 25 in Pittsburg, two days prior to the meeting there
of the prohibition national convention.

The platform of the national reform party includes djrect legisla-
tion, the initiative, and the referendnm, prohibition, government con-
trol of railroads and telegraphs, and free coinage of gold and silver at
a ratio of 16 to 1.

Free-Silver Agitation.—On January 22-23 an im-

ortant conference of free-silver advocates was held in
VVan.shington. Nearly 100 delegates were in attendance.
The conference was the outgrowth of a meeting held
in Chicago about the beginning of the year, of the pres-,
idents of the three leading silver organizations of the
country—the American Bimetallic League, the National
Bimetallic Union, and the National Silver Committee. It
was agreed at the meeting to consolidate the silver forces
under the name of the American Bimetallic Union; and
Gteneral A. J. Warner of Ohio was chosen president of the
consolidated organization. The object of the Washington
conference of January 22-23 was to ratify the consolidation
and map out a program to be followed by the silver men in
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the national campaign. An address to the country was
adopted, in part as follows:

‘“We are unalterably opposed to the issue, by the United States,
of interest-bearing bonds in time of peace; and we denounce as a
blunder worse than a crime the present treasury policy, concurred in
by a republican house, of plunging the country in debt by hundreds
of millions, in the vain attempt to maintain the gold standard by bor-
rowing gold; and we demand the payment of all coin obligations of
the United States, as pro-
vided by existing laws,
in either gold or silver
coin at the option of the
government, and not at
the option of the creditor.
** WHEREAS, The de-
monetization of silver in
1873 enormously increased
the demand for gold, en-
hancing its purchasing
power, and lowering all
prices neasured by that
standard; and
‘“ WHEREAS, Since
that unjust and indefen-
sible act the prices of
American products have
fallen upon an average
nearly fifty per cent, car-
rying down with them
proportionately themoney
value of all other forms
of property, except in pe-
caliarly favored localities;
and
“WHEREAS, Such
fall of prices has destroyed
the profits of legitimate
industry, injuring the pro-

dnwr ‘or the mneﬁt Of HON. JUSTIN 8. MORRILL OF VERMONT,
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or, and swelling the gains of the creditor, paralyzing the productive
energies of the American people, relegating to idleness vast numbers
of willing workers, sending the shadows of despair into the homes of
the honest toiler, filling the land with tramps and paupers, and build-
ing up colossal fortunes at the money centres; and,

‘“ WHEREAS, In the effort to maintain the gold standard the
country has within the last eighteen mopths, in a time of profound
peace and plenty, been loaded with §162,§00,000 of additional interest-
bearing debt, under such circumstances as to allow a syndicate of na-
tive and foreign bankers to realize a net profit of $10,000.000 ona
single deal; and

* WHEREAS, Another call is now pending for a further gold
loan of £100,000,000, which, but for an outburst of popular indigna-
tion, would also have been negotiated in the same secret manner and
through the same syndicate; and,
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‘“ WHEREAS, It stands confessed that the gold standard can only
be upheld by so depleting our paper currency as to force the prices
of our products below the European, and even below the Asiatic level,
in order that we may sell in foreign markets, thus aggravating the
very evils of which our people 8o bitterly complain, degrading Ameri-
can labor, and striking at the very foundations of our civilization
itself.

““ Resolved, That over and above all other questions of policy,
we are in favor of restoring to the people of the United States the
time-honored money of the constitution—gold and silver, not one but
both—the money of Washington, and Hamilton, and Jefferson,
and Monroe, and Jackson, and Lincoln, to the end that the American
people may receive honest pay for an honest product; the American
debtor pay his just obligations in an honest standard, and not in a
standard that is appreciated 100 per cent above all the great staples
of our country; and to the end further that silver-standard countries
may be deprived of the just advantage they now enjoy in the differ-
ence in exchange between gold and silver—an advantage which tariff
legislation alone cannot overcome.

‘““ We therefore confidently appeal to the people of the United
States to leave in abeyance for the mmoment all other questions, how-
ever important and even momentous they may appear, to sunder if
need be all former party ties and affiliations, and unite in one supreme
effort to free themselves and their children from the domination of
the money power—a power more destructive than any which has ever
been fastened upon the civilized men of any race or in any age. And
upon the consummation of their desires and efforts, we invoke the
gracious favor of Divine Providence.”

Dr. J. J. Mott of North Carolina, a former republican,
was elected chairman of the national executive committee.
A report was submitted, calling for anational convention of
silver advocates at St. Louis, Mo., on July 22—the day and
place set for the populist convention. Theaction taken by
the republican and democratic national conventions, willno
doubt determine to some extent the decision to be reached
by the populists and the silver men. Should neither of the
old parties declare for free silver, a combination of all the
scattered silver forces will probably be attempted. Even
now a strong effort is being made {;y silver men to induce
the populists to abandon, for this campaign, every issue in
their platform save that of free coinage.

The general political situation is complicated by the
evidence which has come to light of the existence within
the ranks of the republican party of a considerable faction
advocating both free silver and protection. In the fed-
eral senate on two occasions (February 13 and 25), when
Mr. Morrill of Vermont attempted in vain to secure consid-
eration of the emergency tariff bill, which had come u
from the house, the silver democrats who obstructed the
bill were joined by several of the republican senators who
favored a policy of bimetallism as well us protection. (See

A}
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following article on ‘“TheFifty-fourth Congress.”) And
very shortly afterward Mr. Wharton Barker, editor of the
Philadelphia American, published the following declara-
tion in favor of such a policy, over the signatures of six-
teen republican senators:

‘“ WHEREAS, The difference of exchange between silver-stand-
ard countries and gold-standard countries is equivalent to a bounty
of 100 percent on the products of the silver-standard countries; and

** WHEREAS, The cost of production in the Old World, and par-
ticularly in China and Japan, is less than products can be produced or
manufactured in this country by American labor, without reducing
our farmers, miners, mechanics, manufacturers, and industrial work-
ers to the level of Chinese coolies; therefore, be it

““ Resolved, That we are in favor of rescuing the people of the
United States from such impending danger by removing the differ-
ence of exchange between gold-standard countries and silver-standard
countries by the only method possible, which is the free and unlim-
ited coinage of silver at the ratio of 16 to 1 by the independent action
of the United States; and we are in favor of a tariff which shall be
sufficient to equalize the cost of production in the United States and
in European and Asiatic countries, and that the protection incident to
such tariff shall be equally distributed in every section of the United
States and between the various products and industries of each state.” -

Senators J. C. Pritchard (N. C.) and J. D. Cameron

Penn.z. were among those who signed the declaration.
The others were from the West.

A secret conference of republican silver senators with a
number of large Eastern manufacturers, chiefly from
Philadelphia, was held in Washington, March 19, in the
interest of demands for protection combined with free-sil-
ver legislation. And thefe are some who regard this con-
ference as a note of warning to Eastern protectionists, that
they can look for the co-operation of their Western breth-
ren only on condition of granting some concessions to the
demands of silver.

THE FIFTY-FOURTH CONGRESS.

The first quarter of the year in congress was given
largely to the discussion of foreign affairs, tariff, and fi-
nance. The action taken regarding the Venezuelan con-
troversy, the Cuban revolt, and the Armenian question is
elsewhere reviewed (Venezuela, p. 28; Cuba, p. 45; Arme-

nia, p. 78).

F;;'ee- ilver Debate.—The Bond Bill Substitute.—It
was on January 7 that the senate finance committee, of
which Senator Morrill of Vermont is chairman, presented
to the upper house of congress its report on the bond bill
which had been passed vy the house of representatives
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December 28 in response to an appeal from the president
for legislation in relief of the treasury. All the house pro-
visions, except the ena,cting clause, were recommended to
be struck out, and a free-silver substitute inserted. The
text of this substitute was given in full in the preceding
number of this quarterly (Vol. 5, p. 843).

The senate substitute is entitled ‘‘ An Act to Restore the Coinage
of Silver Dollars and for
Other Purposes.” In a
word, it provides for the
coinaye of dollars of the
weight of 4124 grains of
standard silver upon the
terms of law regulating the
coinage and legal-tender
quality of gold, and the is-
suance of treasury certifi-
cates therefor. Thesecond
section directs the coinage
of the seignio on sil-
ver bullion purchased un-
der the act of 1890, and the
immediate issue of silver
certificates against it. The
third section provides for
the retirement of national
bank notes of a denomina-
tion less than ten dollars;
and the last section de-
mandsthat greenbacksand
treasury notes of 1890 shall
be redeemed in *‘gold or
silver coins, or both, not at
the option of the holder,
but exclusively at the op-
tionof the treasury depart-
ment,” the greenbacks to

HON. J. H. WALKER OF MASSACHUSETTS, be reissued as under the
CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON BANK- present law..

ING AND CURRENCY.

One sensational in-
"cident of the debate which followed was a bitter attack
‘made by Senator Tillman of South Carolina, January
29, against President Cleveland as the wrecker of the
olicy and fortunes of the democratic party. The debate
in the senate ended February 1 in the passage of the free-
silver substitute by a vote of 42 yeas (21 democrats, 6 pop-
ulists, 15 republicans) to 35 nays (22 republicans, 13 demo-
crats). There were five pairs.
The struggle being thus transferred to the house, the
ways and means committee of that body, on February 4,
decided to recommend non-concurrence in the substitute
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which had come from the senate; and on February 13 a
committee of the whole house voted non-concurrence by 190
to 80. On the following day this rejection of the substi-
tute bill was confirmed in the house by a vote of 215 to 90.
The house majority against the substitute would have been
increased by a full attendance of members. The majority
comprised 184 republicans and 31 democrats; while those
who voted for the substitute included 65 democrats and
populists, 1 silver member, and 24 republicans.

This vote is generally considered as having practically
decided the question of the possibility of free-silver legis-
lation during the present congress. That a free-silver bill
could be passed through the present overwhelmingly repub-
lican house, or that, if passed, it would escape the veto of
President Cleveland, wus an opinion entertained by few
if any. The results aimed at in the agitation in congress
were ulterior, not immediate. They concerned the ap-
proaching presidential contest, in which the effect of a
demonstration of free-coinage strength might be to secure
a candidate favorable to silver.

An analysis of the vote of February 14 shows every re-
publican from the states east of Ohio and north of Vir-
ginia, besides Indiana, Iowa, North Dakota, and Wiscon-
sin, opposed to free coinage; but a proportion of silver
sentinent manifested itself in the votes of the representa-
tives from Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ne-
braska, and Ohio.

Tariff Revision Checked.—The attempt at silver
legislation having failed in the house, the further efforts
of the advocates of free coinage were confined to the sen-
ate, and consisted in presenting an immovable obstruction
in the way of the passage of the emergency revenue bill,
which had passed the house of representatives just before
the New Year (Vol. 5, p. 837).

On February 4 the senate finance committee, on mo-
tion of Mr. Vest of Missouri, decided by a vote of 7 (6
democrats and 1 populist) to 6 (all republicans) to recom-
mend that everything in the house tariff revision bill, ex-
cept the enactin%eclause, be struck out, and that a free-
silver substitute inserted in the exact terms of the bill
which the senate on February 1 had voted to insert in the
house bond bill.

The republican managers in the senate, under the lead
of Mr. Morrill, subsequently made two ineffectual attempts
to have the house revenue bill considered. One attempt
was made February 13, when Mr. Carter of Montana,
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chairman of the Republican National Committee, and sev-
eral other republicans who favor ‘¢ bimetallism,” voted
against Mr. Morrill’s motion to proceed to consideration
of the revenue bill. The motion was defeated by 29 to 21
votes. On February 25 Mr. Morrill renewed his motion,
but it was again defeated—this time by 33 to 22. No
further effort was made to press the honse bill.

Appropriations.—Aside from the debates on the
above important subjects of foreign relations, tariff, and
finance, proceedings of congress were largely of a routine
and formal character. The house devoted mest of its
time to shaping the great appropriation bills providing for
the various branches of the public service. These were
advanced toward completion much earlier than usual;-and,
before the quarter closed, most of them had either become
laws or had advanced to such a stage as to determine their
character.

These appropriation bills as passed by the house, ag-
gregate $505,027,410, or slightly over half a billion. Wifﬁl
the same allowance for the second session of the 54th
congress, the aggregate for the entire congress would
be in excess of one billion dollars. The detailed amounts
appropriated are as follows:

CONGRESSIONAL APPROPRIATIONS.

Agriculture. ... .. ..ottt ittt i e e e s $3.215,392.00
ALY o triiiieeiranennens tiereeosnenenncnenes sus veen ¥8,275,002.78
Diplomatic and consular................ .. coiens 1.680,058.76
District of Columbia.... 5,418,060.39
Fortifications. .. 5,842.837.00
Indian.......... 8.420,445.17
Legislative, etc. 21,380,765.51
Military Academy. 448,117.61
£:1 o A 381,647,239.95
Pension......... 141.825,820.00
Post office.... . 91,819.557.88
River and harbor.. Ceeriereeeisenees Cererecianaas 10,851,860.00
Bundry CIvil.c.o.ooiiiiiiiiiiis i e 29,836,992.19
Total..ooviviirneriiernnenn o cesessessasststasensestsesiniiens 374,018.449.19
Urgent deficiency act . 6.905,486.52
General deficiency..... 4,789,340.45
Miscellaneous acts..... e . 815,024.72
Permanent annual appropriations............ veee 119,054,160.00
Grand tOtAl..eeruen.eueruinirs cereenrieieiarn aanearet e ran $505,027,410.88

Aside from carrying these various amounts, several of
theappropriation bills embodied interesting features of gen-
eral legislation, placed upon them as ‘‘riders.” The Forti-
fications bill not only appropriates the amount mentioned
for actual work on seacoast defenses, but it authorizes
contracts covering further work in the development of a
general plan of defenses. The aggregate of these con-
tracts is about $11,000,000. The bill has not yet passed
the senate, and is still open to further changes.
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The Indian Appropriation bill aroused an animated de-
bate in both the house and senate concerning the policy of
appropriating government funds for the education of In-
dian children in sectarian schools. The previous policy
had been to do away with these sectarian schools gradually,
reducing the appropriations to them one-fifth each year
for five years until entirely extingunished. 'This year, how-
ever, after a sharp debate in the house, a provision was in-
serted that no funds whatever should be appropriated for
sectarian schools. In this form the bill passed the house
and was gfnding before the senate when the quarter closed.

The Legislative Appropriation bill contained an im-

rtant reform in the method of compensating United

tates district attorneys and marshals. These officers and
their deputies have for years been paid by the fee system.
It hasbeen alleged that the fees were an inducement to the
officers to stir up as much litigation as possible, and that
widespread abuses resulted. The house changed the en-
tire system, giving salaries in place of fees, the salaries
ranging from $2,000 to $5,000. This reform was agreed
to by the senate, although some of its minor details were
open when the quarter closed.

The Naval Appropriation bill is8 mainly important in
yrovidin four new battleships and twelve torpedo boats.
The battleships are to be of the largest type of naval ves-
sels. With the six battleshi{)s already completed or in
process of completion, the bill will give a fleet of ten of
these most powerful vessels.

New Laws Enacted.—Although much of the time of
congress was given to discussing bills in various stages of
advancement, yet a large number of measures passed their
final stages and are now enacted as laws on the federal
statntes. Those of a general interest are as follows:

Prize Fighting Prohibited.—An act to prohibit prize
fighting and pugilism, and fights between men and ani-
mals, and to provide penalties therefor, in the territories
and the District of Columbia. This measure was made
necessary by the preparations for a fight between James J.
Corbett and ‘“Bob” Fitzsimmons in the Southwest. The
parties to the fight had threatened to enter Oklahoma or
some other territory or government reservation. While
most of the states had laws against prize fighting, it was
found that the federal statutes had no adequate prohibi-
tion. As a result the bill was promptly passed in both
house and senate, and became a law on February 7. Its
provisions are as follows:
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‘* Be it enacted, That any person who, in any of the territories or
the District of Columbia, shall voluntarily engage in a pugilistic en-
counter between man and man or a fight between a man and a bull or
any other animal, for money or for other thing of value, or for any
championship, or upon the result of which any money or anything of
value is bet or wagered, or to see which any admission fee is charged,
either directly or indirectly, shall be deemed guilty of a felony, and
upon conviction shall be punished by imprisonment in the peniten-
tiary not less than one nor more than five years.

“Sec. 3. By the term * pugilistic encounter,’ as used in this bill,
is meant any voluntary fight by blows by means of fists or otherwise,
whether with or without gloves, between two or more men, for money
or for a prize of any character, or for any other thing of value, or for
any championship, or upon the result of which any money or any
thing of value is bet or wagered, or to see which uny admission fee is
charged, either directly or indirectly.”

Alaska Boundary Commission.—Joint resolution mak-
ing an appropriation for a commisgion to locate the boun-
dary line between the territory of Alaska and British
North America. This measure was made necessary by
troubles which have arisen along the British-Alaskan
boundary (Vol. 5, pp. 340, 862). It was feared that the trou-
bles might lead to some international complication, so that
the resolution {:rovides for the negotiation forthwith of a
convention with Great Britain for marking the true boun-
dary.
Daughters of the American Revolution Incorporated.—
An act to incorporate the National Society of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution. This act names a woman
incorporator from every state and territory in the Union,
and makes them a body corporate. The objects of the
society are defined as follows:

‘“ For patriotic, historical, and educational purposes, to perpetuate
the memory and spirit of the men and women who achieved Ameri-
can independence, by the acquisition and protection of historical spots
and the erection of monuments; by the encouragement of historical
research in relation to the Revolution and the publication of its re-
sults; by the preservation of documents and relics, and of the records
of the individual services of Revolutionary soldiers and patriots, and
by the promotion of celebrations of all patriotic anniversaries; to carry
. out the injunction of Washington, in his farewell address to the
American people, ‘to promote, as an ohject of primary importance,
institutions for the general diffusion of knowledge,’ thus developing
an enlightened public opinion and affording to young and old such ad-
vantages as shall develop in them the largest capacity for performing
the duties of American citizens; to cherish, maintain. and extend the
institutions of American freedom; to foster true patriotism and love
of country, and to aid in securing for mankind all the blessings of
liberty.” :

World's Fair Awards.—Joint resolution for the distri-
bution of medals and diplomas awarded by the World's
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Columbian Exposition to exhibitors. This measure is in
execution ¢f the plan of awards adopted by the World’s
Fair of 1893. The awards have been made and the medals
and diplomas prepared; and the present measure gives
$15,000 for their proper distribution here and abroad.
Seed Distribution Continued.—Joint resolution direct-
ing the secretary of agriculture to purchasc and distribute
seeds, bulbs, etc., as
has been done in pre- T
ceding years. This
resolution created
much feeling in both
branches of congress.
The policy of distrib-
uting seeds has been in
force for many years,
but Secretary of Agri-
culture Morton, after
advertising for seeds,
rejected all bidson the
ground that those of-
fered were not of suf-
ficient rarity to justify
their purchase. The
resolution rought to
compel the secretary
to make the usual pur-
chase and distribu-
tion. In the senate
the course of the sec-
retary was bitterly de-  —

nounced b y Senator HON. JONATHAN P. DOLLIVER OF IOWA,
Vest of Missouri. The A REPUBLICAN MEMBER OF THE WAYS AND MEANS
resolution was adopt- COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

ed in both houses, and became a law without the signa-
ture of the president, as the latter regarded it as a reflec-
tion upon the secretary, who, it will be remembered, had
recently issued an order abolishing the seed division of
the department of agriculture (Vol. 5, p. 658).

Proof of Death in Pension Cases.—An act regulatin
proof of death in certain pension cases. This is a genera
pension bill designed to cover a large number of cases in
which soldiers were killed on the field and never identified,
or have disappeared for a period of seven years. The law

rovides that it shall be sufficient proof of death if the en-
Ested man or officer has been absent from his home and
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family for a period of seven years, daring which period no
intelligence of his existence shall have been received.

Annulment of Land Patents.—An act to provide for
the extension of the time within which suits may be
brought to vacate and annul land patents. This law was
enacted at the instance of the president, who sent a special
message to congrees stating that on March 5 the right of
the United States to begin suits for the annulment of many
land patents would expire. As the patents embraced vast
tracts of valuable land in the West, it was imperative to
extend the law for their annulment, and this was accord-
ingly done.

Uniform Census Returns.—Joint resolution relating
to the federal census. The purpose of this measure is to
have the United States join with other governments in
claborating a ‘plan for uniform census returns throughout
the world. The resolution is as follows:

“WHEREAS, Representatives of various governments which make
decennial enumerations of the people are making efforts to secure uni-
formity in the inquiries to be used in future censuses; and

‘“ WHEREAS, Also it is expedient to give early consideration to
some comprehensive plan for the establishment of a permanent census
gervice; therefore,

‘¢ Resolred, by the senate and house of representatives of the United
States of America in congress assembled, That the commissioner of
labor, now in charge of the eleventh census, is hereby authorized and
directed to correspond and confer with the census officers of other
governments for the purpose of securing uniformity in the inquiries
relating to the people to be used in future censuses; and that said
commissioner is also hereby directed to report to congress for its con-
siidention, as soon as practicable, a plan for a pennanent census ser-
vice.”

Confederate Disabilifies Remored.—An act to repeal
certain incapacitics of those who served in the Confederate
army or navy. This bill was passed in the senate during
the last quarter of 1895, and its provisions are indicated in.
the preceding number of this review (Vol. 5, p. 869).
On March 24 it passed the house, and has since received
the signature o% the president. Its consideration in the
house was marked by an animated debate, during which
Mr. Boutelle, from Maine, denounced the measure as an
unnecessary concession to those who had been in rebellion
against the Union. IIe was the only one who spoke against
and voted against the bill.

Property of the Mormon Clurch.—Joint resolution for
the disposition of certain property in the hands of the re-
ceiver of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.
Under the £dmunds act prohibiting polygamy in Utah,
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the assets of the Mormon Church passed into the hands of
areceiver. The present law is for the liquidation of the
accounts and ﬁnarset.tlement of the subject.

Income-Taz Returns to be Destroyed.—Joint resolution
for the immediate destruction of income-tax returms.
When the supreme court of the United States in May,
1895, declared the income tax to be unconstitutional (Vol.
5, p. 281), it left a large accumulation of returns on the
tax. These covered the private affairs of corporations and
firms, which were not of a character proper to be disclosed\
to the public. For this reason, and in view of the inva-
lidity of the tax, the law directs the immediate destruction
of all income-tax returns.

Other Measures.—Joint resolution authorizing ex-
President Harrison to accept medals presented him while
Eresident of the United States. These medals were presented

y the governments of Brazil and Spain in recognition of the
servicesof Mr. Harrison in arbitrating certain controversies.

An act to exempt trains composed of four-wheel cars,
or eight-wheel logging cars, from the operation of the
law compelling all cars to have antomatic couplers, brakes,
grab-irons, etc.

Measures Still Pending.—The foregoing summary
comprises an outline of all measures actually passed by
both houses and now incorporated in the laws. Aside
from these, a number of bills have passed one house and
are awaiting action in the other. There is still another
important class of measures, which have advanced to the
stage of a favorable report of a committee of one or both
of the housecs, and are now awaiting a hearing.

Among the more important measures passed by the
house, was that censuring the course of Ambassador Bayard
in making two speeches at Edinburgh, Scotland, and Bos-
ton, England, in criticism of the protective system. The
resolution, which passed the house March 20, is in the
parliamentary form of a ‘“house resolution,” and as such
does not go to the senate and does not have the force of a
law, being merely the expression of the sentiments of the
house of representatives. The adoption of the resolution
was marked by a vigorous debate mainly on party lines.
The resolution was adopted by an overwhelming vote.

In response to the house resolution of December last
(Vol. 5. p, 868), calling forinformation, President Cleveland
on January 20 had submitted the report of Secretary Olney,
which merely presented the correspondence that had passed
between Mr. Ili)ayard and the state department.



128 AFFAIRS IN AMERICA. 1st Qr.,1898.
Mr. Bayard explained that his speeches were merely expressions
of personal views; that the former was delivered before an institution
wholly unconnected with political parties; and that, the latter being
made without notes, he could not say whether it was reported correctly
or not. He also claimed that he should not be judged from detached
sentences, but that the entire context should be considered.

A bill of wide interest to business men was introduced
in the senate March 9 by Senator Frye of Maine, provid-
ing for the creation of a federal department of commerce
and manufactures. The suggestion of such a department
was made in January by Richard H. Edmonds, editor of
the Manufacturers’ Record, Baltimore, Md., at a conven-
tion of the National Association of Manufacturers held in
Chicago, Ill., and has met with wide favor. The estab-
lishment of a department of commerce and manufactures
would, it is thought, further American commercial proj-
ects in foreign fields, especially in South America. Sta-
tistics as to the classes of goods in demand and the prices
necessary in order to compete with foreign countries,
would then be easily obtained, and other conditions also
fulfilled requisite to intelligent and successful expansion
and competition in trade.

Among the interesting measures which are still in
committee, in one branch of congress or the other, are
those for the funding of the debt of the Pacific railroads;
for the revival of the grade of lieutenant-general in the
army, with a view to having the grade conferred on General
Miles, in command of the army; for aiding in the incor-
g‘oration of a company to lay a submarine cable from San

rancisco, Cal., to HHawaii and Japan; to establish a uni-
form system of bankruptey; to aid in the construction of
the Nicaragua canal. These measures are likely to be re-
ported in some form at a later date in the session, but
the character of the proposed legislation is not yet suffi-
ciently defined to be stated. Elaborate hearings have been
held by the committees of the senate and house on the
Nicaragua canal project, the Pacific railroad debts, and
the Pacific cable.

BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY.

In the early part of the quarter business and industry
were waiting for the outcome of the government’s bond
transaction (Vol. 5, p. 843) and the subsiding of the ap-

rehension of trouble with England (Vol. 5, pp. 810, 874).
When these causes were removed, there must ensue, it was
hoped, a marked betterment in manufacture, commerce,
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and finance. But though the popular loan was successful
beyond expectation, and though the relations with Eng-
land were no longer marred by forebodings of an outbrea
of mutual animosity, the tone of business was very little
improved at the end of the quarter. In the beginning of
the year a great improvement in business was generally held
to be inevitable. Dealers, it was reasoned, were nearing
the end of their stocks. Jobbers had bought very little
during the last quarter of 1895. Orders must come in now,
and that in large volume. But, «fter the war clouds had dis-
appeared and the financial strength of the country had been
demonstrated, the commercial depression seemed only deep-
ened. Dun’s and Bradstreet’s reported an increase both
in the number of suspensions and failures, and in the
amount involved. For the first week of February the
amount involved in failures was, according to Dun’s, 84,-
079,680, against $2,909,890 for the corresponding week of
February, 1895. And the liabilities of the manufacturing
establishments that failed in the first week of February this
year amounted to $2,372,252, against $729,348 in the.cor-
responding week in 1895, and 1,594,072 in 1894. In the
beginning of March the expected improvement in business
was still awaited, but hope was stil disaEpointed. The
prices of all agricultural products were unchanged. North-
ern spinners took 113,538 bales of cotton in February
against 153,511 in the same month the previous year. The
rice of cotton cloths was declining becanse of accumu-
ted stocks unsold. Woolen goods, too, were selling slowly,
and several large mills were running on half-time or shut
down. On the other hand, the imports of dry goods in
February were larger than in February, 1894, and more
than twice as large as in February, 1893. Shipments of
boots and shoes from Boston in February were 18.2 per
cent less than in February, 1895. At theend of the quar-
ter the same conditions existed. The returns of railroad
earnings for March were on the whole a little less encour-
aging than those for February. Failures were consid-
ered to increase in number and in amount of liabilities.
A slight improvement was noticed in the boot and shoe
trade, but the complaint was made that the prices were
unremanerative and that orders were chiefly for the cheap-
est qualities of goods. The shipments of such goods from
the East were the smallest for g[arch in five years. The
iron industry had some encouragement in better orders,
bat the average of prices was still low. Cotton prints were
selling at a price close to the lowest on record. Less than
Yol 8.=9.
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half of the woolen goods machinery was at work, yet the
supply more than met the demand, and prices remained
depressed. The Atlantic export of wheat, flour included,
was smaller than in March of the previous year.

The Bond Sale.—On January 6 Secretary Carlisle is-
sued a notice calling for sealed proposals for the purchase
of $100,000,000 of %nited States f}()mr er cent coupon or
registered bonds. The bonds were to be dated February
1, 1896.

*“They will be payable in coin thirty years after that date,” said

the secretary, ‘‘and will bear interest at four per cent per annum,

yable quarterly in coin; but all coupons maturing on and before

F‘:bruary 1, 1898, will be detached, and purchasers will be required

to pay in United States gold coin or gold certificates for the bonds

awarded to them, and all interest accrued thereon after February 1,
1896, up to the time of application for delivery, *. * *

*‘ Payments may be made by instalinents, as follows: Twenty per
cent upon receipt of notice of acceptance of bids, and twenty per cent
at the end of each ten days thereafter; but all accepted bidders may
pay the whole amount at the date of the first instalent, and those
who have paid all instalments previously maturing may pay the
whole amount of their bids at any time not later than the maturity of
the last instalment.”

On January 15 the sccretary of the treasury issued a
supplementary circular modifying the terms of payment
for the bonds. This change was made in response to re-
quests from bankers and others, who foresaw the likelihood
of great stringency in money if the bonds had to be paid
for in the instalments and at the intervals fixed in the first
circular. By having smaller instalments and longer time
in which to pay for the bonds, purchasers could make
much better arrangements for procuring gold. The con-
ditlions of sale laid down in the second circular were as
follows:

“‘ Treasury circular (No. 3, 1896) dated January 6, 1896, inviting
proposals for the purchase of one hundred million dollars ($100,000,-
000) of United States four per cent bonds, is hereby so modified that,
after the payment of the first instalment of twenty per cent with
accrued interest, as required in said circular, the rewainder of the
amounts bid may be paid in instalments of ten per cent each and ac-
crued interest at the end of each fifteen days tE:reafter; but all ac-
cepted bidders may pay the whole amount of their bids at the time
of the first instalment, and all accepted bidders who have paid all in-
stalments previously maturing may pay the whole amount of their
bids at any time not later than the maturity of the last instalment.

‘“ Accepted bidders who pay the whole amount at the time of the
first instalinent, or at any date thereafter, as above provided, will be
entitled to receive, at the date of the payment, the whole amount of
bonds awarded to them; and accepted bidders who pay by instalments
will be entitled to receive at the dates of such payments the amount
of bonds paid for.”
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When the bids were opened, February 5, at the treas-
u;y department, their total nnmber was found to be 4,640,
offering to take $568,259,850 of bonds. The Morgan syn-
dicate bid was for the whole issue of bonds at 110.6877.
The bid nearest to that for any large amount was that of
the United States Trust Company of New York, for $77,-
000,000at110.075. 'I'here were 780 bids forsmalleramounts
at prices higher than those of the syndicate’s bid: these
smaller bids covered $66,788,650 of the loan; the re-
mainder was taken by the syndicate—8$33,211,350. Geo-
graphically the bonds were distributed as follows: New
York, $78,000,000; New England, $9,000,000; Eastern
states (other than New York), $5,500,000; Western states,
$3,250,000; Central states, $3,000,000; Southern states,
$1,250,000.

The effect of the large oversubscription to the loan was
a sarprise to the country and to the officials of the treasury.
The original purpose of the secretary of the treasury was
to dispose of the bonds to the Morgan syndicate on the
same terms as those of the previous loan. The opinion at
Washington of members of congress who were in sympathy’
with the treasury department, was that the call for bids
would awaken no interest among the people, and that the
whole of the bonds would go to the Morgan syndicate.
Friends of the popular loan scheme charged that the con-
diti(ins had been prepared so a8 to bring about just that
result. ’

The success of the loan demonstrated the financial
strength of the nation. The resolution of the New York
Chamber of Commerce was fully justified, recognizing
‘“ with grateful pride the comfidence of the people in the
ﬁnanciafstrength of the country, as expressed by the large
subgcriptions to the government loan,” and declaring its
belief tﬁat ‘“‘the extraordinary success of this loan should -
dispel every doubt as to the ability and intention of the
United States government to redeem all its obligations in
the best money of the world.” It also demonstrated that
it is not necessary for the treasury, in order to obtain a
loan, to enter into a private contract with a syndicate of
bankers. The Morgan syndicate, which by private con-
tract would have got the gonds at 104.75, had to pay 110.-
6877 when it was in competition with all the people and
all the banks of the country. For the whole issue the gov- °
ernment obtained about 88,000,000 in excess of what it
would have got by private contract with the syndicate.

Tariff and Reciprocity.—The committee of ways
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and means of the house of representatives, March 21, gave
a hearing to a delegation of manufacturers who advocated
a return to the policy of reciprocity which was adopted by
congress in the McKinley act of 1890, but abrogated in
1894 (Vol. 4, pp. 48, 286, 555, 778). DBecause of this re-
versal of policy the export of flour to Brazil fell from 930,-
000 barrels in the year ended June 30, 1894 (which was
an increase of 258,000 barrels over 1890), to 842,000 in 1895:
within the last few months the trade has almost ceased.
Exporters of provisions to Brazil have had a similar expe-
rience. A communication from the New York manager
of the Consolidated Wire and Steel Company in New York
was read, telling of the ruin of a highly profitable trade
with South American countries. The first paragraph of
this communication was as follows:

** Referring to the question of a.dvanm%es to American manufac-
turers under the reciprocity treaties, we could say that from the time
these treaties were put in effect with the Latin-American countries,
and until their termination, our trade in barb wire with those coun-
tries increased rapidly and uniformly; and in addition we were able
for the first time in the history of our company—which covers more
than eighteen years—to introduce to a certain extent plain wire and
wire nu%ls, and everything indicated a continued expansion of the vol-
ame of our business had the conditions remained the same. As soon,
however, as these treaties were abrogated by the adoption by the
United States of another tariff law, our trade with the countries
whicl it affected became practically nothing. As an illustration of
the workings of these treaties, or rather the hardships entailed by
their abrogation, we would cite the instance of Cuba. This country
provides three different rates of duty on each and every article im-
ported into it. These various rates are designated as the first, second,
and third columns, the first column being the highest and the third
the lowest, and on our goods, at least, there is a wide difference be-
tween each of these columns. The third column is an especially
low rate, and is granted only to certain favored countries under cer-
tain conditions. These conditions were met by our reciprocity treaty
with them; therefore American manufacturers had the benefit of the
very lowest duty given to any one on goods going into that country.
No sooner was the reciprocity arrangement terminated than the
Spanish authorities for the island advanced the United States rate of
duty from the third column to the first, that is, to the highest possi-
ble limit; and, as we have no ‘favored nation’ treaty with Spain, we
of course had no redress. Our principal European competitors, that
is, the mannfacturers of England, Germany, and Belgium, were en-
abled to ship their goods to Cuba under the second column of duties;
and this, together with the fact that there were rapid regular lines of
steamers from Europe to the West Indies, and with the low rates
of freight which are always quoted from European ports, made any
exportations from the United States to Cuba, at least in our line of
goods, absolutely out of the question.” .
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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.

The Public Debt.—On March 31 the total public
debt of the United States, less $271,641,748.36 cash balance
in the treasury, was $942,342,253.54, against $947,298,262
on January 1, a decrease during the quarter of $4,956,009.
The official figures of the debt, treasury assets, and liabil-
ities, March 31, are as follows:

PUBLIC DEBT OF THE UNITED STATES, MARCH 31, 1806,

Interest-bearing debt......c...cvoeiviiiireniiinnniiiecreirnananns $837,404,140.00
Debt on which interest has ceased since maturity. cee 1,650,510.26
Debt beariug no interest...................o0000ne .. 874.920,851.64
Total ETOB AeDL. .. ........uuvrrreesrnneereeereenseessannenns '$1,213.984,001.60
Cash balance In the tre8sury........c..cciivieieiireceenrnnnnnnns s ’271.641,748.86
Total net debt......... Peessaeeeesasenctaranitsaraniies seaonan $942,842,268.54
CASH IN THE TREASTURY.
Gold—CoIN..icienniine vin veninens veoessresaresass Slg,g:%g $171,685,
BOFB.....ccuicaiinnrseccasennncnneiirisccscanannie X 17— $171,885,700.86
stlver—Doliars. ... U mderaedo0
bsidiary coin . 15,246,374.04
Bars.......o.......0 . 122187,206.49—  508,980,744.53
—United States .. 114,892,584.00
notes of 1890. .. 82,852,814.00
Gold certificates 588,220.00
Sliver tes 11,283,078.00
Certificates of deposit (act June 8, 1873 220,000.00
N bank notes 7,110,007.78— 165,062,148.78
Other—Bonds, interest and coupons paid, await-
ing reimbursemen 40,888.17
Minor coin and fractional currenc 1,148,060.80
Deposits in nat’l bank 28,102.355.20
ng ? 8,008,688.75—  28,200,849.01
ABBTegate.. ......iceviiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiaiin $871.J68,947.18

. 988,065.45
. 28408,111.50
ABEDICY ACCOUNLA, OLC. .. 0vrennssrnrssrenrnrsrsncs 5,921,124.19—  40,417,945.77

Gold reserve.... .......... «ueeunns $100,000.000.00
Net cashbalance..........ccooe0enuee 171,641,748.86................. 271,641,718.36
ARRTOEALE. 1 eunernnrenreenntenneaeeionsseneesnoronnarensennnen $874,968,947.13

On February 21 the gold reserve stood at $103,439,646
—the first time since September 7, 1895, that it stood
above $100,000,000.

Receipts and Expenditures.—The expenditures of
the government during the nine months ended March 31
—or three quarters of the current fiscal year—exceeded
receipts by $18,750,702. The following are the figures:

- RECEIPTS JULY 1, 1605, TO MARCH 81, 1896,

Costomn. . .....ooevcnoenens e ieeeaeatea st e et eeaaa, $126,966,290
Internal revenue ........ccoiiiiiet tiiiiiiiiiiiiiiai it e ierae 110,404,144
MiscellaneotB. .. ... covntiaiieiiiiiitirtitiiai i iiiieiieies ceeraaaas 18,239,397
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EXPENDITURES JULY 1, 1695, TO MARCH 81, 1896.

$66,161,619
cone 40490477
. 20562615
.. 9918083
.. 105,251,816
.eee 26,066,062

In the nineteen months of the operation of the Wilson
tariff law ended March 31, 1896, expenditures were
$557,581,385; receipts $481,423,501; deficiency &76,15%,-
884. ' Receipts under the McKinley law in the first nine-
teen months of its operation were $566,914,004; expendi-
tures $541,930,783; surplus $24,983,221.

Monetary Circulation.—The total circulation of the
country March 31 was $1,528,629,463, or a per capila of
$21.53, against $1,584,184,424, or a per capita of $22.79,
a year ago. The amounts of the various kinds of money
in circulation are indicated as follows:

MONEY IN CIRCULATION, MARCH 81, 1896.

coln .......... S . $445,912,256
Standard silver dollars. 54,702
Subsidiary silver.... 62,970,908
Gold certificates..... 43,239,249
Silver certificates.... 387,032,496
Silver treasury notes (act of 1890) 108,728,906
United States notes (greenbacks). ..o 282288483
Currency certificates.......oovevviiiete tiiiiiiiiieiiis ceriiiiiinees 34,460,000
National bank notes...........covevieiiiiiiiiiiieseroinsnncecssssnon 214,205,029
TOLAIB. ...t tiiienieiiitiiiiintnnncs sivvrnnnnsrasosnsasienanses $1.528,629,468

Orders were issued, January 25, for the resumption of
the coinage of silver dollars to the amount of $1,500,000
monthly until further orders, from the bullion purchased
under the act of July 14, 1890.

THE ARMY.

On February 1 the nomination of Colonel J. J. Cop-
pinger, 23d infantry, to be brigadier-general, was con-
firmed by the senate. The nomination was made in
April, 1895, on occasion of the promotion of Brigadier-
General Wesley Merritt to the rank of major-general (Vol.
5, p. 354). Colonel Coppinger’s appointment was strongly
opposed by the American Protective Association.

The first test in this country of the Griffith-Woodgat
magazine rifle took place in New York city January 20.

The Griffith-Woodgat rifle weighs between eight and nine pounds.
It fires seven shots, automatically if desired, each time the magazine
is filled. Its calibre is .808, the same as that of the Lee-Metford rifie
in use by the English army. The cartridge is three inches long, bot-

tle-necked, and is charged with smokeless powder. The projectile is
covered with a steel jacket. The unique characteristic of the rifle,
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however, is its automatic firing. It may be used as a single-shot arm,
it may also be fired at intervals from the magazine, or all seven bul-
lets may be discharged in three seconds by simply holding back the
trigger. The recoil from firing the first cartridge does all the work,
practically. It ejects the empty shell and forces a fresh cartridﬁe
into the chamber, which in turn is exploded, thereby causing the
operation to be repeated until the magazine is relieved of its last pro-
jectile.

THE NAVY.

Additions to the Navy.—Mention has been made in
CtrRENT HisTorY (Vol. 5, p. 889) of the failure of the
Ammen ram Katahdin to fulfil the requirements of the
ﬁovemment contract, which called for a speed of seventeen

nots an hour. The Awalakdin made but 16.13 knots on
her trial trip. The bill introduced by Senator Hale of
Maine, authorizing the purchase of the ram, was passed by
both houses of congress, and signed by President Cleve-
land January 4.

The Katahdiniscigar-shaped. On the hull the upper deck forms an
edge like that of a knife. She has a displacement of 2,183 tons, and
engines of 4,800 horse-power. She is propelled by twin screws. Her
armor varies in thickness from three to six inches, and herengines are
all below the water line. Her ram is her only means of offense.
Ligbt-weight, rapid.fire guns constitute her defensive weapons. In
action nothing will be visible except the smoke pipe, the light upper
works on the deck, and the conning tower. This vessel is almost in-
valnerable, owing to the fact that she is 8o constructed that the tower
is practically impregnable, and the rest of the deck hamper might be
shot away without seriously disabling her. The whole ship has been
constructed with a view to withstanging the twisting effect of the
blow of a ram. She has unusual facilities for quickly giving a blow
with her ram, retreating, and rapidly recovering Lerself.

The Kentucky is the name chosen for battleship No.
6, a companion vessel to the Aearsarge. Both vessels
are to be constructed by the Newport News (Va.) Ship-
building Company, who underbid all competitors (Vol. 5,

. 888).

d On)Jannary 30 two new vessels were launched at New-
port News. They were the United States gunboat Helena,
christened by Miss Agnes Belle Steele, daughter of Mayor
Steele of Helena, Montana, and the coastwise steamer La
Grande Duchesse of the Plant Line. The latter was chris-
tened by Miss Nelle S. Eldridge of Boston. The Helena is
an exact duplicate of the Wilminglon, which was launched
from the same place October 19, 1895.

She is a 13-knot vessel, has a displacement of 400 tons, is 250
feet long, and was built at a cost of $280,000.

The new battleship Jowa was launched at the Cramps’
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{;rds, Philadelphia, Penn., March 28, being christened by
iss Mary Lord Drake, daughter of Governor Drake of
Iowa. The Jowa represents a new departure in the pro-

ram of naval construction. The class hitherto author-
1zed is well represented by the Indiana, which is known as
a “‘coast-line Y)attleshi’?.’ The Jowa is officially called a
‘“‘gea-going battleship.” She is larger than the Indiana,
and combines the ability to give and take the severest blows
with the steaming capacity of a cruiser.

The contract for construction of the Iowa was awarded to the
Cramps in January, 1893. She has a length of 860 feet; displace-
ment, 11,800 tons. She has two vertical, inverted, three-cylinder
triple-expansion engines, and actuating twin screws; collective in-
dicated horse-power, 11,000; speed, sixteen knots an hour. There is
a speed premium of $50,000 for each quarter-knot excess of speed
above the contract guarantee.

Dynamite (Gtuns.—Some time ago the government
contracted for three 15-inch pneumatic dynamite guns of
forty calibres’ len;fth. These guns haverecently been tested

aund accepted. They are at Fort Winfield Scott, California.

The test of the capacity of the compressors of the guns showed
that they are capable of supplying air enough for firing continuously
forty-five rounds an hour at extreme range. The pressure on every
square inch in each gun was 1,000 pounds, and in the storage reser-
voirs 2,000 pounds. Four shells charged with 100 pounds of explo-
sive were used for accuracy, and shells charged wiLEO(SOO pounds for
range. The 100-pound shells were sent about three miles, and the
500-pound shells about one mile.

Other Naval Matters.—On January 8 a test of a

late representing 415 tons of 8-inch turret and bar-
tte armor for the Jowa proved the plate to be below the
standard. It was made by the Carnegie Steel .Company.
This plate had been selected because it was the most inferior,
a8 the requirements are that the weakest must be tested.

A new automatic rapid-fire gun, called the Colt gun,
has been wdopted by the navy department. The operator
pulls a trigger and the gun continues firing 400 shots a
minute as long as is desired. It can be readily carried
either by the foot soldier or the cavalry man. The gases of
the powder are so utilized that they throw out the empty
shells and supply the fresh cartridges.

LABOR INTERESTS.

Strikes.—The lockout of tailors in New York city
and Brooklyn, which began December 17 last, through a
refusal of the men to submit to a modification of their
agreement with the contractors by which the ¢ task” svs-
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tem would have been restored, was settled Janunary 25, just
in time to avert a general strike of about 20,000 garment
workers. Throughout the contest the tailors had a large
measure of public sympathy. There was no attempt at
violence; the peace was kept; the law was uniformly
obeyed; and responsibility for the violation of the agree-
ment reached as a result of the strike of J uly, 1895 (Vol.
5, p. 628), was thrown upon the Contractors’ Association.
In the meantime the men had set to work to found co-
operative shops and factories, the development of which
will tend to abolish the intervention of contractors as mid-
dlemen between manufacturers and workers.

A meeting between representatives of the two disputing
parties—the United Brotherhood of Tailors- and the Con-
tractors’ Association—was held January 25. It was known
that a general strike of the tailors had been decided on;
and the contractors adopted a conciliatory tone, with the
result that an agreement was signed securing continuance
of lust year’s arrangements, and providing for a joint board
of arbitration to settle all future differences.

A strike involving about 6,000 garment workers was
begun in Baltimore, Md., late in February. The demand
of the strikers was for recognition of their organization in
all the manufacturing establishments, to the exclusion of
Knights of Labor and non-union workers. 'I'he strike
seems to have been undertaken at an unfavorable time:
trade was dull, and the funds of the garment workers’
union low. On March 30 the men abundoned their futile
struggle.

f formidable strike of clothing cutters and trimmers,
who were joined by members of the local unions of tailors,
was in progress in Chicago, Ill., in the middle of March.

SPORTING.

The Yacht Race Investigation.—On January 8 the
Awmerica’s cup committee made public their report upon
the charges of Lord Dunraven against the owners and
sailors of the Defender and the members of the New York
Yacht Club. Mention of these charges was made in the
}lv‘receding number of C'URRENT Il1sTORY (Vol. 5, p. 894).

he cup committee leaves the investigating committee
to take evidence and pass judgment on the charges, and
itself gives the correspondence with Lord Dunraven con-
cerning the conditions of the contest, an account of the
circumstances attending the withdrawal of Valkyrie 111.
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from the third race, and a review of all the important in-
cidents of the contest. The story of the whole affair as
derived from this correspondence, is in brief as follows:

On January 14, 1895, the America’s cup committee submitted to
the New York Yacht Club recommending acceptance of the challenge
of December 2, 1894, from the Royal Yacht Squadron for the Amer-
ica’s cup. September 7, 1895, was selected as the date of the first race.
The day set for measuring the yachts was September 6, and on that
day Lord Dunraven requested that the I water line be plainly
marked on each vessel. To this Mr. Iselin of the Defender gave as-
sent, but the marking was not done on that day. The first race was
sailed September 7. The Defender won. That afternoon Lord Dun-
raven stated to the cup committee his belief that the Defender had
sailed immersed three or four inches more deeply than she had been
the day of the measurement. He said that he was unwilling to sail
again unless the change were corrected. Next day the two yachts
were remeasured and marked according to the earl’s request. The De-
Jender was found to measure alinost exactly the same as on theday of
the previous measurement. During the second race, SBeptember 10, a
foul occurred. Next day the owners of the Defender entered a protest,
and the race was given to the Defender. 'The secretary of the cap
committee received that day a letter from Lord Dunraven with the
request that he should not open it until Mr. Iselin’s protest had been
decided. After the consideration of the protest, this letter was opened
and found to contain a refusal on the part of Lord Dunraven to race
again unless the committee should assure him that the course would
be kept clear of tug boats and excursion steamers, and that the race
would be declared void in case either yacht were interfered with in
any way by other boats. It also contained the su%gestion that the
time of starting should not be advertised. In reply the committee
promised to keep the course clear, but they would not accede to either
of the other propositions. On the morning of the third race Lord
Dunraven sailed across the starting line, and then withdrew from the
race. Defender finished the course alone, and was awarded the cup.
With regard to the second race, Mr. Iselin offered to sail again, no
matter what the decision of the regatta committee should be. This
offer the owner of the Valkyrie III. refused to accept on the ground
that, having made a protest, Mr. Iselin evidently thought himself to
be in the right and Lord Dunraven in the wrong. The committee
had decided in favor of the Defender, therefore nothing was left but
to accept the decision. .

On January 30 the investigating committee, of which
the Hon. Edward J. Phelps was chairman, published its
report. The following is a resumé of this report:

This committee in the beginning informed the Royal Yacht Squad-
ron of the purpose of its appointment in order that the squadron might
take such part in the investigation as it should see fit. The subject
for investigation was a charge made by Lord Dunraven in reference
to the .4merica’s cup races, and published in the London Field of
November 9, 1895. ‘¢ The article in question expressly charges that
after being measured for the cup races in September last, the yacht
Defender was surreptitiously loaded so as to sink her four inches
deeper in the water; that she sailed in that condition on the first day's
race; and that immediately after that race the ballast so loaded was
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secretly removed, so that when measured the next day (Sunday) no
discrepancy was found to exist between the two measurements.”

The secretary of the Royal Yacht Squadron replied that in the
judgment of the squadron these questions were a personal matter be-
tween Lord Dunraven and the New York Yacht Club, and that it was
not the wish of either the earl or the members that the squadron
should participate in the investigation.

The article in the London ?ﬁdd contained, besides the charges
quoted above, an account of the circumstances which led Lord Dun-
raven to become suspicious as to the load water line of the Defender.
These were as follows: On the morning of September 7 the City of
Bridgeport, with Lord Dunraven on board, lay near enough to the
Defender to allow him to observe closely the depth to which she sank
in the water. She appeared more deeply immersed than when he
saw her in the Erie basin some days before, or on the day she was
measured. A pipe hole an inch and a-half in diameter was visible
above the water on the previous day, and on the morning of the
race was submerged. The whole appearance of the vessel indicated
that she was more heavily ballasted. Again, the neglect of the cup
committee to put a representative on each boat, and their failure to
remeasure the Dejender until the morning after the race, aroused his
suspicion. Moreover the .Defender's tender, the Hattie Palmer. had
been beside her until one o’clock of the morning after the race, and
there was great activity observable on both boats. The transfer of
ballast could easily have taken place then.

From the evidence furnished by Lord Dunraven and his witnesses,
the committee decided that his charge was based solely on opinions
formed by looking at the vesgel as she lay in the water on two suoces-
sive days. )

Onyt.he part of the American yacht, the following facts were estab-
lished to the satisfaction of the committee: 'The Defender was de-
signed with a view to sailing without any loose ballast, whatsoever.

hen Valkyrie II1. arriveg, it was found that her fittings, water
tanks, and bulkheads had been removed, and would be hard to replace.
Hence the rule of the New York Yacht Club requiring a yacht to sail
with these equipments was waived. The tanks and bulkheads were
removed from the Defender and were found to weigh 7,000 pounds.
This weight was replaced by two tons of lead, consisting of forty-two
igs, placed in the hold. At this time Defender was at New Rochelle.
e weight of the fittings which had been removed, proving to be
greater than was anticipated, it was decided to add another ton; and
for this purpose twenty-one pigs were sent to her when she was in
the Erie basin, and were placed temporarily on the deck. On the
evening of September 6 these pigs were transferred to the Hattie
Palmer, cut in two, and brought back and stowed in the Defender's
hold. This was the action which had roused the earl’s suspicion.
There were on board the Defender no tanks into which water could be
introduced as ballast. It was clearly proved that no weight or ballast
of any kind was put on the Defender after the official neasurement of
September 6 and before the race of September 7, or taken out of her
after the race of September 7 and before the remeasurement of Sep-
tember 8. The pipe hole, instead of being one and one-half inches in
diameter, was two and one-eighth inches, and would not be visible
above the load water line when the yacht was fully trimmed and bal-
lasted. The design and structure of the boat were such as to make
any additional ballast undesirable, as it would retard rather than in-
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crease her speed. Astathe request of Lord Dunraven through Mr. Fish
to thecupcommittee, that they placea representative on each yacht, evi-
dence was produced proving satisfactorily that such a request wasnever
made. With regard to the exception taken by Lord Dunraven be-
cause the Defender was not remeasured and marked on the day of the
race rather than the next morning, the evidence showed that the re-
quest was received too late to allow the boat to be taken to the Erie
basin before dark, and that such a measurement could not be made by
artificial light.

In closing its report the committee state that the evidence com-
pletely and emphatically exonerates Mr. Iselin and his associates; and
. add that they are willing tobelieve that if Lord Dunraven had remained
10 hear all the evidence, he would voluntarily have withdrawn charges
reflecting so seriously on the integrity of honorable competitors in a
noble sport.

The Passing of Pugilism.—In the first week in Feb-
ruary congress passed, and the president gigned, a bill pro-
hibiting prize fighting in any territory of the United States
or in any strip of country under federal control (p. 123).
The last fight of any note took place February 21, in Mex-
ico, just across the border from Langtry, Texas, and was
between Fitzsimmons and Maher. Fitzsimmons won in
one round.

International Chess Tournament.—The first inter-
national chess match played by cable was decided March
14. The contest was between Englishmen and Ameri-
cans. The American players won, gaining four and one-
half games to three am;) one-half won by the English team.

On January 27 Emanuel Lasker won the world’s cham-

ionship in chess. He won eleven and one-half games.
gte(ilnitz stands second with nine and one-half games to his
credit.

OxYord-Cambridge Race.—The annual boat race be-
tween the Cambridge and Oxford crews was won by Ox-
ford March 26. This was the fifty-third annual race. Of
these contests Oxford has now won thirty-one, and Cam-
bridge twenty-two. The time this year was 20 minutes 4
seconds.

NOTABLE CRIMES.

After a most remarkable legal contest, and after ex-
traordinary means had been exhausted in his behalf, Bar-
tholomew Shea was executed by electricity at Dannemora,
N. Y., on February 11, for the murder of Robert Ross in
Troy, N. Y., March 6, 1894 (Vol. 4, p. 157). Shea was
first sentenced to die in August. 1894 (Vol. 4, p. 593), but
an appeal was made. The court of appeals, however, up-
held the decision of the lower court, and Shea was resen-
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tenced to die during tne week beginning December 23,
1895 (Vol. 5. p. 897). Upon the petition of Shea’s coun-
sel, Governor Morton postponed the execution until Janu-
ary 7, 1896. On January 5 Governor Morton received a
statement, signed by John McGough (Vol. 4, p. 593),.al-
leging that it was he who killed Robert Ross. Governor
Morton granted another reprieve until February 4, pend-
ing examination into McGough’s alleged confession. The
statements of McGough were found to be conflicting. Mo-
tion for a new trial was made, and again a reprieve was
Eranted until February 11. On February 7 Judge May-
am denied the motion for a new trial, and Governor
Morton declined to interfere again.

The murder of Pearl Bryan, whose decapitated body
was found iu a lonely spot on the premises of John Locks
at Fort Thomas, Ky., on the morning of February 1, was
a most shocking and revolting crime. The developments
in the case thus far have been highly sensational, and have
led to the arrest of Scott Jackson, Alonzo Walling, and
one Wood, who were given over by the Ohio unuthorities to
those of Kentucky on requisition papers served by Gov-
ernor Bradley. The coroner’s jury on February 12 found
that cocaine had been administered to Pearl Bryan, and
that decapitation_took place while she was alive. Also
that she was last seen in company with Jacksonand Wall-
ing. Damaging testimony was given by a colored cab-
driver, who states that, at the J»omt of a revolver, he was
compelled to drive Walling and Jackson with the girl to
the place where the murder was committed.

n March 29, in the village of Tallmadge, O., at one
o’clock in the morning, Alvin Stone and wife were mur-
dered outright, and two danghters and a hired man named
Stillson were fatally injured. Anson B. Strong, a former
employé of Mr. Stone, was arrested, charged with the
crime.

In Ransomville, N. Y., January 10, an aged farmer,
Robert Clapsaddle, was murdered by his son-in-law, (ieorge
H. Smith. A posse lead by a deputy sheriff pursued the
murderer to a house where he had taken refuge. Here,
from a window, Smith shot Elmer Clapsaddle, breaking
hisarm. The deputy sheriff commanded him to surrender,
but receiving no reply ordered the posse to fire. - Smith
fell wounded in a dozen places, and died in a few hours.

On January 13 the bodies of Peter Hougaard, a milk-
dealer, his wife, and five children, of Englewood, Ill., were
found in their home asphyxiated. Hougaard sent a letter
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to the police, sbatin%ethat when they received it he and
his family would all be dead. Every gas jet in the house
was turned on, and all but the father had evidently died
whiie asleep. Financial troubles are supposed to have
caused the crime.

At Buffalo, N. Y., on January 12, Sergeant of Police
Timothy Cantlin was fatally shot by Patrolman Michael
Sammon, whom Cantlin had found off his beat, and had
sus%anded.

uring 1895, 171 persons were killed by mobs in the
United States (161 men and ten women). One huudred
and forty-four of these lynchings occurred in the South,
twenty-seven in the North. Of the total number killed,
112 were negroes. Legal executions during the year num-
bered 132, eighty-nine of which were in the South.

AFFAIRS IN VYARIOUS STATES.

Iowa.—At the republican state convention, which met
in Des Moines on March 11, the candidacy of Senator W.
B. Allison for presidential nomination was formally in-
aulfurat,ed. The platform dealt exhaustively with Mr.
A

ison’s public record, and presented him formally to the
nation as a candidate.

Kentucky.—The attempted election of a United
States senator to succeed Mr. J. C. S. Blackburn (dem.),
whose term will expire March 3, 1897, was the occasion of
one of the bitterest contests in the history of the country.
Throughout the session of the state legislature, which ex-
pired by limitation of time on March 17, a deadlock con-
tinued; and the session closed without a choice having
been made. Moreover, none of the ordinary appropriation
bills was passed.

As a result of the election in November last, the state
senate consisted of 22 democrats and 16 republicans. In
the house there were 52 republicans, 46 democrats, and 2
populists. On joint ballot the two old parties were thus
ties, with 68 votes each, the bulance of power being held
by the two populists, one of whom had republican, the
other democratic, proclivities. Seventy votes were neces-
sary to elect. Senator Blackburn was the democratic can-
didate, to succeed himself. The first republican candi-
date, Dr. W. Godfrey Hunter, withdrew from the contest;
and his successor, St. John Boyle, was not a sufficiently
strong ‘‘sound-money ” man to command the support of
the ‘“sound-money ”” democrats, who scattered their votes.
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The republican house attempted to seat a republican (W.
G. Dunlap) who contested the seat of a democrat (Mr.
Kaufman); and, in spite of Dunlap’s formal withdrawal
from the contest, declared him elected, the democrats hav-
ing withdrawn from the house. 'This, with the aid of one
of the-populists, would have insured the election of Mr.
Boyle, the republican candidate, had nothing else hap-
pened. But the democratic senate at once proceeded to
unseat two republican senators (James and \Ealton), who
refused to be unseated. :

The bitter partisan feelings of the rival factions culmi-
nated in several violent scenes which threatened bloodshed,
and the situation became so serious that on March 15 the
Lexington company of the state guard was ordered to
Frankfort, and the following day Governor Bradley called
out also several hundred men of the 1st and 2d regi-
ments to preserve the peace. The presence of the troops
about the capitol averted further disturbances; but the
deadlock remained unbroken, and the session closed, as
stated, with the vacancy in the federal senate unfilled.

Massachusetts.—The republican state convention of
Massachusetts, which met in Boston on March 27, adopted
a platform favoring, besides other things, protection,
““sound money,” and the nomination of Thomas B. Reed
of Maine for the presidency. The financial plank was as
follows:

** We are entirely opposed to the free and unlimited coinage of
silver, and to any change in the existing gold standard, except by in-
ternational agreement. Each dollar must be kept as good as every
other dollar. The credit of the United States must be maintained at
the highest point, so that it cannot be questioned anywhere, either at
home or abroad. Every promise must be rigidly kept, and every ob-
ligation redeemable in coin must be paid in gold.”

Minnesota.—The republican state convention met at
Minneapolis March 24. The platform emphasized the
Monroe doctrine, called for the restoration of the princi-
ple of reciprocity, and indorsed the nomination of Gov-
ernor McKinley for the presidency. The financial plank
was as follows:

““ We favor the use of both gold and silver to the extent to which
they can be maintained in circulation at the parity in purchasing and
debt-paying powers; we are earnestly opposed, under the present re.
strictions, to the free and unlimited coinage of silver, for the manifest
reason that it would destroy such parity, enormously contract the
volume of carrency by forcing gold out of circulation, and immediate-
Iy place us on a silver basis. Believing that it is a self-evident fact
that the effect of the international demonetization of silver can be.
overcome only by international remonetization of that metal, the re.
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publican party of Minnesota most heartily favor an international con-
ference of the foreign powers for that purpose.”

New York.—Three enactments by the legislature have
excited public interest and discussion to an unusual degree,
and are here briefly reviewed.

Grealer New York.—Agitation for uniting the region
in this state near the mouth of the Hudson into one mu-
nicipality, took definite form in 1890 in the legislative ap-
pointment of the Greater New York commission under
Andrew H. Green. 'The question of consolidation, sub-
mitted to popular vote two vears ago (Vol. 4, pp. 156, 845?,
was answered affirmatively in the several districts directly
concerned, though with a vote too small to give the desired
testimony of public feeling, and in Brooklyn with a majority
of onlv 277. No popular vote could either effect or prevent

consolidation, except through its moral influence on the leg-

islature and the executive, whose action must give the legal
decision. Various bills for consolidation were introduced
from time to time; and a new municipal consolidation
commission, created last year, prepared a bill—which was
introduced in the senate by Senator Lexow on January 8,
1896—proposing that the union should be declared as tak-
ing effect on January 1,-1898; and further that the com-
mission should prepare a charter and the practical meas-
ures needed.

The strong opposition which was known to exist in
Brooklyn, on the part of some to consolidation itself, on
the part of many to a hurried decision before even the
leading features of the plan had been arranged—‘:a leap
in the dark”—expressed itself on January 13 in an im-
mense and enthusiastic mass meeting of representative
citizens, with the Rev. Dr. R. S. Storrs presiding. Unani-
mous resolutions, reciting the fact that a protest signed by
72,833 citizens had been filed with the senate, demanded
that, prior to any legislative action on the subject of union
with New York, the question should be re-submitted to

opular vote in Brooklyn, according to a bill which had
Eeen introduced by Senator Brush. Resolutions to the
same effect were passed almost unanimously on February
11 by the general committee of the republican organization
of Kings county. On March 11 a letter was published from
the Rev. Dr. Storrs of Brooklyn to Lieutenant-Governor
Saxton, opposing the Greater New York bill, and asking his
opinion. Mr. Saxton’s regly, agreeing that there ought to
be delay till the proposed charter was prepared and till
Brooklyn could show its opinion of it, made a sensation in
the senate.
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The question became involved some months ago in the
fight between the two factions, Platt and anti-Platt, in the
republican party of the state; and Senator Lexow, mover
of the Greater New York bill in the senate, was charged
with aiming thereby to further the party ¢ machine,” which,
in its turn, was accused of collusion with Tammany Hall
to create a municipality in which Brooklyn, with its small
republican majority, would be swallowed up, as far as local
politics are concerned, in a great democratic New York
whose vast patronage and opportunities for bargains, deals,
and bribes Tammmany Hall has shown itself able to use with
amastery of the science of political intrigue. Even though
no proof could be adduced, the easy and constant utter-
ance of such suspicions hampers the discussion of the plan.
The democratic vote for the plan at successive points in
the discussion may show at least the democratic hope which,
of course, may be entirely innocent. The chief cause of
suspicion of the whole plan was in the seeming tendeuncy
of the legislature, through the earlier weeks of the session,
to place the municipalities under government by state com-
missions until consolidation should be accomplished. This
threatened the re-establishing of corruption in the police
and other great departments, and roused public condem-
nation. Later, there was less seeming of such a purpose.

The new consolidation bill was made public on February
21, in Senator Lexow’s report to the legislative sub-com-
mittee on the subject. A few days later it was reported
to the legislature. Some amendments were made in the
senate on March 4. The bill passed the senate on March
11 by a vote of 38 to 8. It passed the assembly on March
25 by a vote of 91 to 56. Of the ninety-one affirmatives.
sixty-four were republican, twenty-seven democratic. Of
the fifty-six negatives, thirty-six were republican, twenty
democratic. :

The bill declares consolidation on January 1, 1898, of the counties
of Kings and Richmond, and of Long Island City and Newtown, with
the city of New York. It provides that the president of the existing
(ireater New York commission, the mayors of the three cities that are
incladed, the state engineer, the attorney-general, and nine other per-
sons (resident in the district that is included, and to be appointed by
the governor), shall constitute the commission to draft the charter and
measures for the government of the enlarged city after the consolida-
tion shall have taken effect—said charter to be submitted to the legis-
latare on or before February 1, 1897; and that this commission shall
cease to exist on March 1, 1897. The commission is also to provide
for election of a mayor of New York in the autumn of 1897. The bill
denies to Brooklyn and New York any vote upon the charter.

The bill was then transmitted to the mayors of the three
Vol. 6.=10.
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cities for their approval or rejection: if rejected by any
one of them it cannot become a law till its second passing
by the legislature, with subsequent submission for action
by the governor.

The Raines Liquor Bill.—The legal regulation of the
liquor traffic presents well-known inoral and social diffi-
culties which have been complicated with factional politics
and with diverse na-
tional usages and
prejudices. The law
ag it had stood for

ears was seen to be
ittleelse than a patch-
work. KEarly in Jan-
uary three or four
widely different meth-
ods of dealing with it
had been devised, and
were being urged on
the legislature. It
soon became plain
that the republican
majority in the legis-
lature would enact no
law permitting Sun-
day opening of liquor
shops whether for a
longer or a shorter
time, nor even any law
granting to any mu-
nicipalities local op-
SENATOR JOHN RAINES OF NEW YORK, tion as to Sunday seﬁ-

FRAMER OF THE RAINES LIQUOR BILL. in .

On January 8 a bill prepared by Senator Raines was
made public, which was considered for several weeks by the
senate committee on taxation and the assembly excise com-
mittee in joint meetings. The joint committee also gave
public hearings for suggestions and amendments. At an
1mportant public hearing on this bill at Albany, on Janu-
ary 30, objections to certain features of the bill, especially
as concerned the large cities, were urged; and amendments
were suggested by an excise committee from the New
York Chamber of Commerce (Charles Stewart Smith, Seth
Low, and others), and from the Excise Reform Associa-
tion, by Dorman B. Eaton, president, and Thomas A. Ful-
ton, secretary. About one-half of these amendments were
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adopted in the committee, some of which were very im-
portant, though leaving unchanged the main idea and
framework of the bill, which, as amended also according
to suggestions made at other hearings, was reported to the
senate on March 3.
The Raines bill thus amended was adopted in the re-
publican cancus as a party measure. On March 10 it was
in the senate, under closure, by a final vote of 31
to 18—all the affirmatives being republican, and all the
negatives except four being democratic. On March 12 it
was d in the assembly by a vote of 84 to 59, amid
much disorder, at an all-day session with doors closed, and
under suspension of the rules. The affirmative votes all
or nearly all were republican; of the fifty-nine negative
all but sixteen were democratic. On March 23 the gov-
ernor signed the bill, filing with it 2 memorandum that it
was not one of the class of bills which it was requisite to
submit to consideration by the three mayors. In a test
case in the supreme court, its constitutionality was affirmed
on March 25. On March 30 Governor Morton appointed
Henry H. Lyman of Oswego as state commissioner of ex-
cise under the new law, and by the end of March a begin-
. ninﬁ: was made in its enforcement.
he law is an entirely new departure in this state; but
its main principle has had successful application in the
Dow liquor-tax law of Ohio. Its provisions are complex
and multitudinous; and doubtless the test of experience
will show need for change in some of them. It is com-
mended to friends of reform by its one great characteristic
principle—removal of the liquor trade from connection
with local politics, by placing its entire supervision in the
hands of the state authorities. By abolishing all local ex-
cise boards with their discretionary power to grant licenses,
it sweeps away the thousands of local centres of partisan
politics, and ends the corrupting alliance between liquor
shops and party leaders. It severely restricts the sellers of
liquor; but it relieves them from paying blackmail to local
excise or police officials, and thus tends to make their busi-
ness more honest, reputable, and safe. It remains to be
seen whether or not it will (as its opponents charge) create
and fortify a state political machine working through its
numerous deputy commissioners and inspectors, by which
the former diffused corruption will merely be centralized.
Its advocates assert that even if the evil be thus concen-
trated, it can then far more easily be reached by public in-
dignation and by legal reform than when flowing through
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ten thousand hidden channels as for years past. They
expect the law to reduce the number of saloons by one-third.

Among its provisions are the following: The annual tax on an
ordinary liquor shop is in New York city $800; Brooklyn $650; all
cities with population between 500,000 and 50,000, §500; between
50,000 and 10,000, $350; between 10,000 and 5,000, $300; between
5,000 and 1,200, $200; all other places, $100. There is no discrimina-
tion in the tax between sale of spirits and sale of wine and beer.
Sunday opening is forbidden. No liquor shop is to be within 200 feet
of a church building or a schoolhouse. No new liquor shop is to be
allowed in a residence district without consent of two-thirds of the

roperty owners. There are restraints on groceries and on clubs.
{.ocnl option as to sale of liquor is forbidden to cities, but is granted to
towns. The state commissioner is to have the services of four deputy
commissioners, and sixty inspectors. A feature of the law that will
be popular and that may tend to its permanency, is its relief of tax-
payers by its provision that one-third of the net proceeds of the liquor
tax shall go to the state treasury, and two-thirds to the cities, coun-
ties, and towns where levied. The one-third for the state treasury is
estimated at $2,750,000 annually.

The School Reform Bill.—On March 31 a bill known
a8 the Compromise School bill, passed the senate by a vote
of 31 to 13. All the negative votes were democratic. It
is aimed to effect a change in the whole organization of
the public school system in New York cit{, and meets with
vigorous opposition from Tammany Hall, as a measure in
the interest of ‘‘aristocracy.” The advocates of the bill
assert that the public school system of the city is anti-
quated, inefficient, furnishing a refuge for incapable teach-
ers, whose appointment or continuance may be made to
depend on personal favoritism or on political influences.
While they frecly concede that many of the present teach-
ers are capable, faithful, and efficient, they declare that
the system of control gives little encouragement or recog-
nition of such qualitics. The schools as a whole are said
to be below the standard which obtains in other cities.
The chief feature of the bill is the abolition of the ward
trustees a8 a local governing body, and the unifying of
control in an educational board; but with this, reforms in
other lines also are proposed. The efforts of Tammany
Hall have aroused the fears of many of the teachers—some
of high standing; and it is evident that strong protests
against the bill will be urged before Mayor Strong if the
bill should pass the assembly also, as is expected. Senators
Stranahan, Pavey, and White were its leading advocates
in the senate.

State Superintendent Skinner’s bill, modifying the
Ainsworth law of 1895, which prescribed for every grade
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of schools a certain amount of instruction in physiology
and hygiene concerning the effects of stimulants and nar-
cotics, was introduced bz Senator Malby, and was under
discussion at the end of the quarter, with doubtful prospects
of passing. Some such modification is favored by teach-
ers generally, on the ground that the present law, by its
minute specifications and rigid demands for the promi-
nence of one topic, interferes with the due liberty of the
teacher and with the proper balancing of studies. Their
protest, however, is not likely to secure the desired change.

Political Developments.—The legislature, a partial ac-
count of whose proceedings has been given above, met on
January 1, the senate numbering 36 republicans to 14
democrats, the assembly 103 republicans to 47 democrats.
Timothy E. Ellsworth was elected president pro fem. of the
senate, and Hamilton Fish was elected speaker of the house.

The factional turmoil in the republican party (Vol. 5,
p- 902) continued through the quarter, giving the some-
what dejected democrats much comfort and some renewal
of hope. Suspicion is excited at almost every turn in af-
fairs, and charges of fraud and treachery are rife in all the
political air. These mostly are aimed at the republican
faction known as the ‘“machine,” which is accused of be-
ing entirely in the hands of Thomas C. Platt, who in turn
is accused of beingMin league with the leaders of Tammany
Hall. Governor Morton, in high repute for integrity
through years of conspicuous public service, not being a
man of warlike tastes, has not withheld recognition and
favor from either faction, and naturally has not escaped
charges of yielding, in some of his appointments of officials,
to the behest of the ‘‘machine.” Probably nothing less
than open and relentless warfare by the governor on Mr.
Platt and his whole company could have prevented some
suspicion of sympathy with them, especially in view of the
fraudulent republican primaries and enrolment which
were engineered in their interest in New York city.
Various evidences of this fraud had brought into action a
committee of twenty-five prominent republicans (Cornelius
N. Bliss, chairman), who, on January 19, appointed a gen-
eral committee of 500 representative men of high standing
to take measures for an honest organization of the party
in the city. Complaints of the dishonest enrolment were
made to the republican state committee on February 8,
but were utterly ignored, though based on thorough in-
vestigations by a committee of five (John Sabine Smith,
chairman). The revelations of fraud were astonishing,
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showing a determined attempt b{ the faction in power to
keep control, and invalidating the whole party organiza-
tion in New York city. Dr. Parkhurst, writing to the
committee of investigation, mentions some items in their
report of the 25th assembly district, in which his church
stands: the fraudulent republican enrolment there had 1,564
more names than there were republicans in the district; it
had the names of twenty-one deceased persons; it had 497
names of which no trace was found in the district; it had
also a considerable number of Tammany men. On Febru-
ary 13, three of the election inspectors who had served in
the enrolment were indicted by the grand jury.

The republican state convention was held in New York
city March 24. The platform which was unanimously
adopted, presented Governor Levi P. Morton as the cand-
date of New York for the presidency. There was abun-
dant evidence, however, that Mr. McKinley had a strong
following in the empire state. The financial plank in the
platform was an unequivecal demand for continued main-
tenance of the single gold standard, as follows:

‘ We recognize in the movement for the free coinage of silver an
attempt to degrade the long-established standard of our monetary
system, and hence a blow to public aud private credit at once costly
to the national government and harmnful to our domestic and foreign
commerce. Until there is a prospect of international agreement as
to silver coinage, and while gold remains the standard of the United
States and of the civilized world, the republican party of New York
declares itself in favor of the firm and honorable maintenance of that
standard.”

Miscellaneous.—'The New York city asylums for the
insane at Wards Island and Central Islip, with 6,807
" patients, passed into the control of the state on February
28, being reorganized as the Manhattan State Hospital, un-
der the state commissioners of lunacy. This completes the
beneficent system of state care for the dependent insane,
numbering In all 18,898.

The acquittal of Police Captain William S. Devery in
the supreme court on March 28, on a charge of accepting
a bribe from a contractor, occasioned some surprise. He
had been dismissed by the old police board, reinstated by
the court, and then suspended by the present commissioners.

The application of a new traction company to the
state board of railroad commissioners for a certificate to
build a competing street railroad in Buffalo, was denied on
January 23. The new company proposed to build sixty-
six miles of roads in streets already supplied with forty
miles. On January 27 it applied to the board of aldermen
for leave to extend one of its roads into the city.
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The Prison Association of New York has been com-
mending to the authorities, with practical demonstration,
the Bertillon method of identif}\;inf criminals. The intro-
duction of it by the police in the large cities is promised;
and the state will be agked to legalize it. Its fundamental
grinciple is the fact that no two men ever have heads, arms,

ands, and fingers identical in measurement. It is im-
measurably more cer-
tain and trustworthy
than the method by
photography. As it
reveals the facts as to
the first or second of-
fense, it has bearing
on the system of as-
signing heavier penal-
ty to habitual than to
occasional criminals.

Ohio.—On Janu-
ary 15 ex-Governor
Joseph B. Foraker
(rep.) of Ohio was
elected by the state
legislature to succeed
Hon. Calvin S. Brice
(dem.) asUnited States
seuator, on the expiry
of the latter’s term in
March, 1897.

The republican
state convention at )
Columbus, on March HON. CALVIN 8. BRICE OF OHIO,
ll,con)mitted its party DEMOCRATIC UNITED STATES SENATOR.
in the state to the support of the candidacy of Hon. Wm.
McKinley for president. The financial plank in the plat-
form adopted leans toward ‘‘sound money,” but is not suf-
ficiently free from ambiguity, or sufficiently definite in its
declaration of policy, to prevent a general suspicion that
its framers were anxious to avoid arousing, at this stage in
the campaign, the free-silver sentiment of the country at
large in vigorous opposition to Mr. McKinley’s candidacy.
It 18 as follows:

‘ We contend for honest money, for a currency of gold, silver,
and paper with which to measure our exchanges, thas shall be as sound

as the government and as untarnigshed as its honor; and to that end we
favor bimetallism, and demand the use of both gold and silver as stand-
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ard wmoney, either in accordance with a ratio to be fixed by an inter-
national agreement (if that can be obtained), or under such restric-
tions and such provisions, to be determined by I on, a8 will se-
cure the maintenance of the parities of value of the two metals, so
that the purchasing and debt-paying power of the dollar, whether of
silver, gold, or paper, shall be at all times equal.”

South Dakota.—At the republican state convention,
March 25, the candidacy of Mr. McKinley was unani-
mously indorsed. A warm contest between the free-silver
and ‘“sound-money” men ended in the adoption of the
money plank of the republican national platform of 1892
(Vol. 2, p. 175).

Texas.—At the republican convention held March
24-26 a bitter struggle occurred between the McKinley men
on one side and the Reed and Allison men on the other.
Chairman Cuney (colored) declared the election of two
Reed and two Allison delegates to the national couvention,
and adjourned the gathering sine die. The McKinley
men immediately reorganized, adopted a ‘‘sound-money
and protection platform, and elected four McKinley dele-
gates to St. Louis. ‘The financial plank of the regular
convention declares for

‘ An honest dollar of greatest purchasing power for every class
alike; the largest issue of gold, silver, and paper compatible with se-
curity and the requirements of trade, all of equal value, interchange-
uble, one for the other, every dollar resting on gold as money of fi-
nal redemption.”

Utah.—On January 4 President Cleveland signed a
proclamation formally admitting Utah to the sisterhood
of states of the Union. The order for the addition to the
national flag of the star representing the state of Utah
was issued by the secretary of war August 27, 1895 (Vol.
5, p. 659).

The new state has a land area of 82,190 square miles, water sur-
face 2,780 square miles; gross area 84,970 square miles. Its climate
is admirably adapted to the development of its rich and varied re-
sources, which are chiefly mineral and agricultural. Its people are
energetic and thrifty, and it offers special inducements to immigration.
The population in 1890 was 208,000, and is now supposed to be not much
less than 250,000. kExcluding two or three of the ** original thirteen,”
only four states have entered the Union with a larger population than
Utah—Maine, Wisconsin, South Dakota, and Washington—and five
of its predecessors have fewer inhabitants to-day—Nevada, Wyoming,
Idaho, Montana, and North Dakota. The assessed valuation of prop-
erty in Utah in 1895 was $87,883,525. The total export value of min-
eral product in 1805 was $8,812,852. (‘omputing the gold and silver at
their mint valuation, and other metals at their value at the seaboard,
would increase the value of Utah's mineral product to $14,519,959.
There are 19,816 farms, and 17,684 of them are absolutely free of
incumbrances. The total acreage irrigated is 417,455 acres. The
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number of sheep owned in Utah in 1894 was 2,422,802, valued at §3,-
696,934, and yielding a wool clip in that year of 12,119,763 pounds,
valued at shipping points at 08&,260.

The admission of the territory to the Union was long delayed by
the fear, generally entertained, that political considerations might at
some time avail to procure for its *‘ peculiar institution ” of polygamy
the permanent protection of a sovereign state. But apprehension on
this score is now dispelled. The constitution of the new state ex-
plicitly forbids plural marriages forever (Vol. 5, p. 382). Only the
future can determine how long the Mormon element will retain its
supremacy against the influence of a rapid growth in population and
corresponding development of material resources.

January 6 was observed as a holiday in enthusiastic
celebration of the entrance of Utah upon its career as the
forty-fifth sovereign state of the Union.

On January 14 Messrs. Frank J. Cannon and Arthur
Brown were nominated as United States senators at a re-
publican legislative caucus. Both were subse(})uen tly
elected, and took the oath of office Jannary 27. The first
governor of the state is Heber M. Wells, elected last No-
vember (Vol. 5, p. 849).

Wisconsin.—The republican state convention, March
18, instructed delegates to the national convention in
favor of Mr. McKinley. The platform, besides favoring
protection and reciprocity, contained the following finan-
cial plank:

** The republicans of Wisconsin are unyielding in their demand
for honest money. We are unalterably opposed to any scheme that
will give to thiy country a depreciated or debased currency. We
favor the use of silver as currency, but to the extent only and under
such restrictions that its parity with gold can be maintained.”

PERSONAL AND MISCELLANEOUS.

Personal Notes.—The vacancy in the post of United
States ambassador to Germany, caused by the death of
Hon. Theodore Runyon on January 27, was filled Febru-
ary 10 by the appointment of Edwin F. Uhl of Michigan,
first assistant secretary of state.

UL, EpwiN F., United States ambassador to Germany, was born
in New York statein 1841. His parents removed to Michiﬁan in 1844,
and the boy was brought up on a farm near Ypsilanti. He was edu-
cated in the common schools, was graduated at Ann Arbor, and stud-
ied law. In 1866 he moved to Grand Rapids, and was twice mayor
of that city. In 1892 he was a delegate-at-large to the democratic na-
tional convention. He became attorney of the Michigan Central Rail-
road Company and president of the Grand Rapids National bank. He
was appointed first assistant secretary of state in 1893.

Early in January, Dr. John 3. Billings, director of the

.
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department of hygiene of the University of Pennsylvania,
and author of the famous Index Catalogue of the Library
of the Surgeon-General’s Office (;880), was aﬁpointed super-
intendent of the consolidated New York Public Library,
Astor, Lenox, and Tilden Foundations (Vol. 5, lp 141).

Bishop Henry C. Potter of New York in March was
appointed select preacher to the University of Cambridge,
England,forthemonth
of May, 1897.

The two indict-
ments for forgery
against Erastus Wi-
man of New York, on
one of which he was
convicted in June,
1894, were dismissed
February 10 by Judge
McMahon in the court
of general sessions.
This is the end of a
long-fought case, in
which all efforts to
prove criminal intent
on Mr. Wiman’s part
have failed (Vol. 4,
pp. 159, 361, 619; Vol.
5, p- 145, 912).

n February 25
Miss Elizabeth M.
Flagler, danghter of
General D. W. Flag-

HON. E. F. UHL OF MICHIGAN, ler, chief of ordnance,
NEW UNITED KTATES AMBASSADOR TO GERMANY. U!llted States army,
was convicted, on her own plea of guilty, of involuntary
manslaughter in having caused the death, by shooting, on
August 2, 1895, of Ernest (ireen, a colored boy, whom she
suspected of stealing fruit from her father’s orchard. Her
intention was merely to frighten the boy by firing in the
air. She was sentenced to a fine of $500 and a nominal
imprisonment of three hours.

By the death of Governor F. T. Greenhalge of Massa- -
chusetts on March 5, the duties and powers of the office
of governor devolved, under the constitution, upon Lieu-
tenant-Governor Roger Wolcott.

On March 6 the judgment of 840,000 damages obtained
last year by W. R. Laidlaw against Russell Sage of New
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York city (Vol. 5, p. 388), was affirmed by the appellate
division of the state supreme court.

The Stanford Case.—On March 1 the United States
supreme court finally sustained the decisions of the lower
courts against the United States government and in favor of
the estate of the late Senator Leland Stanford of California.
The suit, it will be remembered, was brought by the govern-
ment to recover something over $15,000,000, Mr. Stan-
ford’s proportion, as a stockholder of the Central Pacific
railroad, of the alleged liability of the corporation to the
United States for bonds advanced to it by the government.

The suit was originally begun in 1894 in the United
States circuit court for the southern district of California
(Vol. 4, p. 376). Both in that court and in the circuit
gourt of ;tppeals, the government was defeated (Vol. 5, pp.

87, 912).

The supreme court decision, announced by Justice Har-
lan, is summarized thus:

‘“ The justice said that the acts of congress of 1862, 1864, and 1865
all related to one subject, and must be considered as a whole when their
application to that subject is to be learned. The acts of 1862 and 1864
provided for the sale of the railroads and their property in case the
corporations failed to pay the bonds, as the full extent of the protec-
tion congress deemed it necessary to make for the repayment of its
debts by the companies. -

« No one of these acts contains a clause imposing personal liabil-
ity apon stockholders for the debts of the corporation. Congress
should have done so but failed, and stockholders therefore are not to
be held liable. The state laws of California regulating the personal
liability of stockholders, said the justice, could not be ield to apply,
except upon the theory that congress intended to require a greater se-
curity for the loan to the Central Pacific than for that to the Union
Pacific, and there was no evidence in the legislation of any intent to
make sach discrimination.”

Cometallism.—That the currency laws of the United
States need revision, no one denies. For several years the
evils of the present complicated monetary system have been
impressing themselves on the people. Much time has been
spentin discussion both in conﬁress and throughout thecoun-
try—with little tangible result save that of increasing sec-
tional and factional animositics. No subject is more in-
timately bound up with the welfare of our land, and none
is more worthy of careful study.

Interest in the project to which the name ‘‘ cometal-
lism” has been given—the mechanical joining together of
both gold and silver in a single coinage unit, which shall
be the standard of value and be made iegal tender—has
been revived by a favorable contribution on the subject,
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which appeared in the New York Engineering and Min-
ing Journal of date March 7, from the pen of I. W. Syl-
vester of the United States Assay Office:

Space forbids even a summary of the article here; baut it is
pointed out that the object aimed at is *‘ to produce a metallic cur-
rency which, by combining the two metals, gold and silver, in one
unit of value, should make our financial system more truly service-
able to our people, reconcile now antagonistic opinions, and compel
allegiance to that constitutional interpretation which recognizes both
goldg and silver as money, subordinating neither.”

The distinction between cometallism and bimetallism is indicated
in part thus: *‘ Bimetallism is the free coinage of two entirely inde-
pendent metallic dollars or units of value, each of which by law is
made a legal tender in payment of all debts, both being nominally of
the same value, and intended to be interchangeable each for the other.
This system places the choice of metals in the payment of any debt
entirelyin the debtor'shands. * * * (Cometallism, onthecontrary,
provides for the creation of but one standaid of value, the creation of
but one dollar, one unit of account. This is made by uniting in the
same coin a definite number of grains of each metal; and when a credi-
tor has paid to him a certain number of dollars, he receives a certain
number of grains or ounces of gold and a certain number of grains or
ounces of silver. There i3 no choice of dollars open to a debtor’s
selection; there is no particular kind of dollar a creditor can de-
mand, for the debtor must pay and the creditor must receive the
dollar prescribed by law—the cometallic dollar containing the due

roportion of each metal. This dollar may be worth much or
ittle; its value will be regulated by the laws of trade and be noted
in the decline or the appreciation of prices; but at whatever value
it passes, its value will be just and correct because valued by the
people themselves in their marts of trade.”

A paper dealing with the same subject, and presenting
a plan formulated by Mr. Oliver S. Garretson of Buffalo,
N. Y., was published in CURRENT H1STORY at the time of
the financial upheaval of 1893 (Vol. 3, opposite p. 438).
The earliest pamphlet which has come to our notice, out-
lining a scheme of cometallism, was published in 1885, by
Nicholas Veeder of Pittsburg, Penn.

The reader will form his own opinions as to the advan-
tages claimed for cometallism. wider discussion and
more thoughtful study of the scheme will at least tend to
promote a correct solution of the vexed monetary problem.

The Manufacturers’ Association.—A convention
of the National Association of Manufacturers was held in
Chicago, Ill., January 21-23. The attendance represented
every important manufacturing state in the Union. The
following principles indicate the lines upon which the as-
sociation is working:

““To the largest possible extent our home market should be re-
tained and supplied by our own producers, and our foreign trade re-
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lations should be extended in every direction and manner not incon-
sistent therewith.

“The principle of reciprocity should be embodied in national
legislation, in accordance with the r?nirements of equity, so that
reciprocal trade relations between the United States and foreign coun-
tries may be developed and extended.

*“ Believing that ships sailing under the flag of the United States
should carry our entire maritime commerce, and in view of the injury
thereto by subsidized foreign shipping, we declare in favor of a judi-
cious system of subsidies as a means to the complete restoration and
extension of our merchant marine.

““The Niangu- canal being essential to the commerce of the
United States and of national importance, we favor its construction
and operation under the control of the federal government.

““Our natural and artificial waterways should be improved and
extended by the federal government to the full needs of commerce,
connecting the great lakes with the rivers of the Mistissippi valley
and the Atlantic seaboard.”

To further these objects the executive committee was directed to
appoint a number of sub-committees, including *‘ a committee to place
expert commercial agents in all markets covered by the agents of the
national bnard of trade of Great Britain, and at such other points as
may seem expedient;” & committee ‘‘to secure such legislation as
will create a new member of the cabinet, to be known as secretary of
commerce and manufactures” (see account of proceedings in congress,
p- 128); and a committee ‘‘on re-establishment of treaties of reci-
procity.”

The chief officers of the association are Theodore C.
Search of Philadelphia, Penn., president; Robert Laidlaw
of Cincinnati, O., treasurer; E. P. Wilson of Cincinnati,
secretary; and twelve vice-presidents, including Warner
Miller of New York city.

The ‘“8t. Paul >’ Stranded.—Early on the morn-
ing of January 25 the American liner S¢. Paul went ashore
in a dense fog on the New Jersey coast opposite Long
Branch. For a time during the passage from Europe, the
St. Paul and the Cunard Line steamer Campania had been
in company with each other, and for some reason both
ships got about fifteen miles south of their reckoning.
The passengers and mail from the S¢. Paul were safely
landed; but for ten days all efforts to drag the ship off the
sands proved unavailing, and it was not until February 4
that she was finally floated at high tide. The ship sus-
tained practically no damage. The cost of salvage amounted
to about $100,000. Captain Jamison was fully exonerated
from blame for the accident by the board of United States
inspectors of steam vessels.

Miscellaneous.—The elegant new marble’ clearing
house of the Associated Banks of New York city, on
Cedar street, was formally dedicated January 15.

At a meeting of the trustees of Columbia College, New
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York city, February 3, the following resolution changing
the name of the institution was unanimously adopted:

** Resolved, That in all official publications hereafter issued by or
under authority of the trustees, all the departments of instruction
and research maintained and managed by this corporation may, for
convenience, be designated collectively as * Columbia University;’ and
the School of Arts, as the same is now known and described, may
hereafter be designated as ‘ Columbia College’ or ‘ The College.’”

On March 19 the name of the University of the City
of New York was changed by the state board of regents
to “ New York University.”

On February 18 it was reported, that owing to the
checking of the current in the Niagara river by the com-
bined forces of ice and wind, the “ Cave of the Winds”
at Niagara Falls was practically dry—for the first time in
about fifty years.

On February 29 the Baltimore & Ohio railroad, one
of the oldest corporations in American railroad history,
passed into the hands of receivers. The immediate cause
was the inability of the directors to raise about $400,000
to an interest charges due March 1. The result is at-
tributed to years of mismanagement.

A statue of Father Marquette, Jesuit missionary and
explorer, who died in 1675, was unveiled in Statuary Hall
of the capitol at Washington, February 29. It is the pur-
pose of the state of Wisconsin to pregent the statue to the
government. The American Protective Association op-
poses the acceptance of the statue by congress, and a joint
resolution for its removal from the capitol and return to
its donors was introduced in the house by Representative
Linton of Michigan, February 29. -

About April 1, by a close decision of the United States
supreme court (the vote standing five to four), the powers
of the Interstate Commerce Commission were greatly in-
creased. Its inability to compel railroad officials to testify
to anything tending to incriminate themselves is now re-
moved. In spite of the fifth amendment of the federal
constitution declaring that no person ‘“shall be compelled
in any criminal case to be a witness against himself,” and
in spite of the act of congress of February 11, 1893, ex-
empting any person from prosecution on account of any
transaction concerning which he may testify before the
commission, it is now decided that officials must testify
even though their testimony incriminate themselves.

Justice Brown rendered the opinion, which was con-
curred in by Chief Justice Fuller, and Justices Harlan,
Brewer, and Peckham.
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CANADA.

The recent political history of the Dominion has com-
prised a series of ministerial crises, cabinet reconstructions,
and party adjustments—all directly connected with the
development of the Manitoba school issue. While pri-
marily a Canadian issue, this question excites deep inter-
est in circles far be-
yond the Dominion.
In it is involved a
principle of funda-
mental importance as
bearing on the gen-
eral problem of popu-
lar government—
namely, the princi le
of combining the

reatest possible free-
ﬁom of local govern-
ment with the great- |
est possible federal
strength; and the so-
lution of the problem
which may be reached
in Canada will form
an object lesson of
deep interest for stu-
dents of civil polity in
all parts of the world.

‘i?he Dominion
Parliament.—Man-

itoba School Question. SIR CHARLES TUPPER, BART.,
—The sixth and last CANADIAN PREMIER.

session of the seventh parliament of the Dominion began
Janunary 2 and ended April 23. The legislation actually
accomplished wasof only minor importance; but the debates
dealing with the educational claims of the Roman Catholic
minority in Manitoba had surpassing interest. Ilardly had
thesession begun, when, on Jarmary 5, it wasannounced that
seven members of the cabinet had resigned—Messrs. Hag-
gart, Sir C. Hibbert Tupper, Foster, Ives, Montague, Dickey,
and Wood. The full significance of their action is prob-
=bly a cabinet secret; but it was connected, as explained
by Sir A. Caron, with the premier’s action in beginning
the session with a vacancy in the ministry—and that a
Quebec vacancy—still unfilled, namely, the vacancy caused
by the resignation of M. Angers last July (Vol. 5, p. 393).
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On receipt of the resignations of the seven ministers, the
premier, Sir Mackenzie Bowell, contemplated retiring from
office; but Lord Aberdeen, governor-general, declined to
accept his resignation on the ground that his speech from
the throne had not been considered. An adjournment
was taken Junuary 9-14, and in the meantime the premier
succeeded in reorganizing the cabinet. All the members
who had resigned re-
turned, with the ex-
ception of Sir C. Hib-
bert Tupper, minister
of justice; and two
accessions to the cab-
inet occurred in the

ersons of Sir Charles

. Tupper, Bart.,
Canadian high com-
missioner in London,
Eng., and Senator
Alphonse Desjardins.
The reconstructed
cabinet was as fol-
lows:

President of the Coun-
cil—Sir Mackenzie Bow-
ell.

Secretary of State—
8Sir Charles Tupper, Bart.

Postmaster-General —
Sir Adolphe Caron.

Minister of Marine
and Fisheries—Mr. John
Costigan.

BIR DONALD A. SMITH, K. C. M. G., Minister of Finance—
NEW CANADIAN HIUH COMMISSIONER IN LONDON. Mr. “eoﬁe E. FOB‘GI'.

Minister of Railways and Canals—Mr. John (i. Haggart.
Minister of Public Works—Mr. J. A. Ouimet.

Minister of the Interior—Mr. T. M. Daly.

Minister of Trade and Commerce—Mr. W. B. Ives. .
Minister of Justice—Mr. A. R. Dickey.

Minister of Agriculture—Dr. W. H. Montague.

Minister of Militia and Defense—Mr. Alphonse Desjardins.
Without portfolio—Sir Frank Smith, Mr. Donald Ferguson.
Comptroller of Customs—Mr. Jobn F. Wood.

Comptroller of Inland Revenue—Lieut.-Col. E. G. Prior.
Solicitor-General—left vacant.

Sir Charles Tupper, Bart.. was, on February 4, elected
to represent Cape Breton in the commons, by a majority
of 724, His opponent was the Hon. G. H. Murray (lib-
eral), ex-legislative councillor in the Nova Scotia legisla-
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tnre. The vote polled (3,705 to 2,981) was the largest in

the history of the constituency—a fact due to the recent

revision of the voters’ lists. The post of high commis-

sioner in London, which Sir Charles Tupper had resigned

to run for a seat in the Dominion, was shortly filled by

the appointment of Sir Donald A. Smith of Montreal, Que.
The Remedial Bill.—On February 11 the government

bill for relief of the

Roman Catholics in

Manitoba was intro-

duced by the Hon. A.

R. Dickey, minister of

justice. It was enti-

tled ‘“The Remedial

Act of Manitoba.” It

proposed to restore to

the minority in Mani-

toba their educational |

rights by allowing

them to establish sep-

arate schools, and

presumed that the

provincial govern-

ment would accept the |

law once it was passed.

Throughout its 112

clauses one principle

was adhered to—

namely, that provin-

cial autonomy in the

matter of education -

was not to be arbitrar- HOXN. DONALD FERGUSON,

ily infringed: the DO' MEMBER OF THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT.

minion was to be empowered to act for the relief of the

minority only after a definite refusal of the province to

do so: every anthority conferred upon the federal exec-

utive in the premises was first left for the exercise of

the provincial executive. Three months’ time was to be

allowed the province in which to decide upon its course.

The bill was framed, as far as practica{zle, upon the

lines of the Manitoba school act of 1890. It aimed to

insure the same safegnards as to efficiency in the Catholic

schools as in the public schools, by providing for provin-

cial inspection and the withholding of financial assistance

in cases of reported inefficiency. The text-books used

were to be those of the public schools of Manitoba or of

the separate schools of Ontario,
Yol 611,
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Space forbids us to publish here all the details of the
bill. The following statements were made by Mr. Dickey
in explanation of its general scope:

“The general scheme is this. It was found impossible to restore
to the Roman Catholic minority of Manitoba those rights which it was
thought they ‘were entitled to under the constitution, without estab-
lishing a system of separate schools. In order to make that work-
able, a board of educa-
tion is to be established in
the province for separate
schools, composed of the
same number of members
as the Catholic section of
the old board of education.
This board will have pow-
er with respect to organiz-
ing and carrying on the
schools. The standard of
eduacation to be sought in
these schools, and the
standard of the teachers
who are qualified to hold
licenses in the schools, are
to be the same as in the
Public School act of Mani-
toba—not identically the
same, but of the same
standard. The persons
who contribute to those
schools, the separate
schools, are to be prima

acie all Catholics in

anitoba. But the Ro-
man Catholic who prefers
that his children shall at-
tend the public schools,
and decides that he will
contribute to the public
schools, has the right to
make that choice, by giv-
ing certain notice, which
will be found in the bill; and he becomes contributor to the public
schools, and not to the separate schools.

*“The inspection is of a double kind. What I may call the every-
day inspection of the schools for the practical working, is to be carried
on by inspectors to be appointed by the board of education. There is
a further inspection to be made by inspectors to be appointed or to be
authorized in that behalf by the governor-in-council in the province
of Manitoba. These inspectors of the local government will inspect
them simply for the purpose of certifying to the efficiency of the
teaching in the schools. It is thought desirable that an entirely in-
dependent inspection should be had for the purpose of testing effi-
ciency; but, as I have said, the practical, everyday inspection is to
be made by what we may call domestic inspectors appointed by the
board of educatign

WM. MULOCK, M. A., M. P.,
VICE-CHANCELLOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF TO-
RONTO, LIBERAL MEMBER OF THE CANADIAN

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
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““ The bill provides for certain powers as to trustees, and as to
ratepayers and other matters that are essential to the working of any
school system, and which are necessarily in the nature of details,
which cannot be discussed at the present time.

*“One very troublesome question dealt with by the bill, is the ques-
tion of school books. That gave a great deal of difficulty, but it was
finally settled on this basis: that the board of education should have
the choice of the school books, their choice, however, being limited to
this—they should only select school books that have been the choice
of the public schools of Manitoba, or the books in the public separate
schools in the province of Ontario. * * #

*“The financial aspect of the measure is this: The Catholics who
become adherents to this school system, or rather who do not dissent
from this school system, areallowed to tax themselves for the separate
schools in their district, and they are exempted from taxation for the
public schools of the province of Manitoba. The municipality is en-
joined by the bill to collect the whole municipal taxes over the whole
of the property in the municipality, and distribute it for the support
of schools in the municipality.

“The subject of a legislative grant was one of very grave diffi-
culty. ® * * RBat, so far as the bill is concerned, the attempt that
was made by the government was this: There were two aspects of the
question, the sharing of the legislative grant, which was one of the
rights adjudged primarily to the Roman Cathelic minority in Mani-
toba in the privy council decision in England and Canada; that, there-
fore. was one of the rights to which they were particularly entitled.
On the other hand, it was felt that for this parliament to attempt to
interfere directly with supply granted by the province of Manitoba,
would lead to enormous practical difficulties, besides being of a very
highly offensive character—if I may use that term—to the local au-
thorities. The government did not feel that this house had any con-
stitutional authority to deal practically with the question of the legis-
lative grant; and, as far as the difficulty was considered possible of solu-
tion, it issolved in thebill which I propose to introduce, by adjudicating
that the right to share in the legislative grant be one of the rights
and privileges of the Catholic minority in the province of Manitoba.”

In answer to a question from M. Laurier, Mr. Dickey stated that
the board of education for the separate schools of Manitoba was to be
appointed by the lieutenant-governor-in-council of Manitoba; and
after three months’ default in making any appointment, the governor-
general-in-council is clothed with power to fill vacancies, or to ap-
point the board.

Speculation at once arose as to whether this bill, if
passed, would satisfy the Roman Catholic minority. In
this connection, probably the most authoritative statement
is the following letter from Archbishor Langevin of St.
Boniface, which appeared after the bill had made some
slight progress in committee:

MONTREAL, April 13.

In the name of the Catholic minority of Manitoba, that 1 rep-
resent officially, I ask the house of commons to pass the whole reme-
dial bill as it is now amended. It will be satisfactory to the said
Catholic minority, that will accept it as a substantial, workable, and
final settlement of the school question according to the constitution.

A. D. LANGEVIN, .
Archbishop of St. Boniface.
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Another remarkable document was a letter addressed
to M. Laurier by Father Lacombe, Oblate missionary in
Manitoba, in the name of the Roman Catholic bishops,
urging the liberal leader to support the remedial bill, and
saying that the church would Xo what it could to defeat
theliberal scheme of a commission of inquiry. Hestated that
if, through refusal of the liberals to support the bill, the
government should be overthrown, the bishops and the
clergy would as one man ‘‘rise to support those who may
have fallen to defend us.”

Throughout almost the whole session efforts were made
to effect a compromise between the federal and the pro-
vincial governments. Shortly after the introduction of
the remedial bill, Sir Donald Smith went to Winnipeg (of
his own volition, it is said, and not on solicitation of the
federal government). He held interviews with Premier
Greenway, Attorney-General Sifton, and Archbishop
Langevin; but failed to accomplish anything.

The Greenway government is backed up by an over-
whelming majority in the province. In the elections held
January 15 ¥racticully the sole issue was that of a univer-
sal system of national schools as against the restoration of
separate schools; and on this issue the %overnment swept
the country, securing over thirty members in a house of
forty. On February 27 the strength of the government
was revealed in a vote of 31 for to 7 against the adoption
of Attorney-General Sifton’s motion protesting against
contemplated federal interference in provincial school
matters. And the spirit of determination to uphold the
established public school system, which actuates the people
of Manitoba, is seen in the vote of 33 to 7 by which the
legislature about March 1 rejected the following test mo-
tion introduced by Mr. Fisher (liberal):

*“ The house is of opinion that the present situation calls for pru-
dent and conciliatory action, and to this end the time is opportune for
a calm and dispassionate review by the legislature of matters at issue
between the majority and minority, with a view to considering
whether a reasonable settlement of the question may not be found,
which will avoid all excuse for federal intervention.”

Some indication of the strength of sentiment in On-
tario also, opposed to federal interference, is found in the
mass meeting of 5,000 citizens of various political affilia-
tions, which was held in Massey Hall, Toronto, February
22. Resolutions by way of protest against the remedial
bill were proposed by Wm. Mulock, M. P., Dalton Mec-
Carthy, NP P., Hon. N. Clarke Wallace, M. P., and Dr.
Sprou{e. This was followed on March 5 by the passage, in
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the Ontario legislature, of a resolution amended in part as
follows on proposal of Sir Oliver Mowat, liberal leader:

““That this house is of opinion that the proposal of remedial leg-
islation by the Dominion should not be entertained until after the re-
quest of the Manitoba legislature for a thorough investigation on the
part of the Dominion of all the facts is acted upon, and all reasonable
:nd' pr;)per efforts for conciliation have been made and have failed.

*That hasty action by the Dominion parliament is, in the judg-
ment of thishouse, fraught .
with great danger to the
best interests of the Do-
minion as a whole, includ-
ing the interests of the
Roman ('atholic minority,
for whose benefit the pro-
posed remedial legislation
is designed.”
Thesecond reading
of the remedial bill
was moved on March
3 by Sir Charles Tup-
per, Bart. -

SirCharles pointed out
that Sir Alexander Galt
had caused to be placed in
the Act of Confederation E.
a clause providing for the
protection of minorities,
and covering the matter
of education in cases where
the rights and privileges
of minorities were inter-
fered with. It was under
that clause that the judg-
ment of the imperial privy
council had granted the
appeal for the remedial
legislation now proposed.
The secretary of state also
referred to the public declaration of Sir William Dawson, ex-presi-
dent of McGill College, Montreal, a Presbyterian in religion, in which
that distinguished educationist empbatically approved of the steps
taken by the federal government as absolutely necessary in the inter-
est of good, and in the interest of justice and fair play toward different
religions and races.

Hon. Wilfred Laurier, leader of the liberal opposition,
replied by a vehement attack upon the proposed bill, end-
ing by clearly summin%u his position and moving a ““ six
months’ hoist > to the il]pas follows:

1 admit that parliament has power to interfere, but that power
should not be exercised until the case has been investigated, and until

SIR WILLIAM DAWSON, C. M. G., LL. D., ¥. R. 8. E.,
EX-PRESIDENT OF M'GILL COLLEGE,
MONTREAL, QUE.
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all means of conciliation have been exhausted. I therefore move that
the bill be not now read a second time, but that it be read this day
six months.”

The division on the second reading of the bill" took
place March 20. M. Laurier’s amendment—for a six
months’ hoist—was defeated by a majority of twenty-four,
and the second reading was carried by a majority of eight-
een. The difference inthe majorities is explained by the fact
that three conservatives who were opposed to remediullegis-
lation were also opposed to the treatment of the question
proposed by M. Laurier.

The vote on the six months’ hoist stood: For, 91; against, 115.

The vote on second reading of the bill stood: For, 112; against, 94.

An analysis of the vote shows that there was defection
on both sides. Eighteen conservatives, all except one be-
ing from Ontario, voted against second reading; seven lib-
cerals favored it. There were two pairs, one member ab-
sent without a pair, and three vacancies in Quebec seats.
These, with the speaker, complete the full house of 215
members.

The strength of the government lay outside Ontario
and Quebec, as shown by the distribution of votes accord-
ing to provinces, which was as follows:

Province. | For. ~ Against.

a

L0 0171 1 B 52

BB, . ireteientteeittittataseterieiiea et earrrasasaaanas PR 29
Nova Scotla ..... | 16 | 5
New Brunswick . 13 3
Manitoba..... ........ 4 1
Prince Edward Island. 2 4
Britixh Columbia . .... . 6 0
Northwest Territories...............iiiiiiininni 4 | 0

Had all the liberals voted with M. Laurier, the second
reading would still have been carried by the conservatives
by a majority of four. A defection of two more votes
would then have sufficed to place the government at the
mercy of the opposition.

Strong hopes for an amicable settlement had been re-
vived by an announcement from Sir Charles Tupper.
March 9, that the government intended, after the second
reading of the bill, to reopen negotiations with the Mani-
toba authorities. On March 21 the ministers of justice
and militia (IIon. Messrs. Dickey and Desjardins) and Sir
Donald Smith were appointed a commission to confer on
the school question with Mr. Greenway and his colleagues,
““with a view to reaching a settlement, by provincial leg-
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islation, which will be mutually satisfactory to the govern-
ment of Manitoba and to the Roman Catholic minority.”
The Manitoba legislature had in the meantime (March 19)
adjourned to April 16.

However, this conference ended at the beginning of
April, like all its predecessors in the way of effort toward
conciliation, without results. The Dominion government
would not refrain from pressing the bill in committee, and
the Manitoba government refused to continue negotiations
8o long as a measure savoring of coercion was under con-
sideration at Ottawa.

The further efforts of the opposition were mainly in the
wag of obstructing progress of the bill through committee
and transaction of government business; and so effective
did the obstruction prove, that, in view of the nearness of
the time when the session must expire, the government,
in the middle of April, abandoned the remedial bill, and
devoted its energies during the remainder of the session to
passing the requisite bills of supply.

A new parliament will be elected June 16.

An interesting incident which occurred in the early
days of the session, was the dpublication in the Ottawa
Citizen and the Toronto World of dispatches alleging that
Dr. Montague had been guilty of writing certain anony-
mous letters charging Sir A. Caron with having accepted
a bribe for his assistance in securing the passage of a rail-
way bill through parliament during the session of 1894.
Dr. )[ontasue at once made an unqualified denial of the
charge, and demanded an investigation. The subsequent
correspondence between the two ministers, and the letters
received by them from the governor-general, show that
they are fully exonerated at the bar of public opinion.

Tupper Ministry Formed.—On April 27 Sir Mac-
kenzie Bowell resigned the premiership to which he was
called on the death of Sir John Thompson in November,
1894 (Vol. 4, p. 854). The task of forming a new minis-
try was intrusted to the veteran conservative leader, Sir
Charles H. Tupper, Bart.; and on May 1 the members of
the new cabinet were sworn in. The list is as follows: *
K Prhe‘miar and Secretary of State—Sir Charles H. Tupper, Bart.,

:C. M. G.
President of the Privy Council—A. R. Angers.
Postmaster-(General—L. O. Taillon, lately premier of Quebec.

Minister of Public Works—Senator Alphonse Desjardins.
Minister of Militia and Defense—Lieut.-Col. D. Tisdale.

* Norz.—The above record of developments in Dominion politios is brought
up to May 1.
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Minister of the Interior—Hugh J. Macdonald, son of the late Sir
John A. Macdonald.

Minister of Marine and Fisheries—J. Costigan.

Minister of Finance—G. E. Foster.

Minister of Railways and Canals—J. (. Haggart.

Minister of Justice—A. R. Dickey.

Minister of Agriculture—Dr. W. H. Montague.

Minister of Trade and Commerce—W. B. Ives.

Comptroller of Cus-
toms—J. F. Wood.

Comptroller of Inland
Revenue—lL.ieutenant-
Colonel E. G. Prior.

Solicitor-General
(without seat in privy
council)—8ir C. Hibbert
Tupwr, K. C. M. G.

ithout portfolio—

Sir F. Smith, Hon. D.
Ferguson, and Hon. J. J.
Ross.

The Copyright
Question.—A new
phase of this question
was developed toward
the end of January
by a protest to the
English government,
from France, against
allowance of the Can-
adian act of 1889 or
any compromise biil
based upon the ‘“ man-
ufacturing clause,” 7.

SIR C. HIBBERT TUFPPER, K. C. M. G., e., the principle of re-
SOLICITOR-GENERAL OF CANADA. quiring foreign au-
thorstohave their books ‘“manufactured ” in Canada within
u certain time and under certain other conditions. Toim-
pose upon foreign writers and publishers any formalities
other than those of the country of origin of the work seek-
ing copyright, is considered by France to be a violation of
the 'Frmciple of the Berne convention.
he protest was formulated by the French Syndicate
of Literary and Artistic Societies for the Protection of In-
tellectual Property; and its principle has been adopted by
the French foreign office as 1ts own.

It will be remembered that a compromise of the Cana-
dian act of 1889 had been drafted by Mr. Hall Caine and
the Canadian publishers, containing a restricted applica-
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tion of the manufacturing clause, and with safeguards in
the interest of foreign aunthors and publishers (Vol. 5, p.
920). Against this, France iEn'ol;est:s, on the ground that,
by depriving the foreign author of all freedom to dispose
of his work In such form and at such time as he may choose,’
the bill is a violation of the Berne convention. Should
Canada adopt the compromise, the result will be—if French
influence can effect it—that the Dominion will be read out
of the Berne convention, and deprived of copyright priv-
ileges in every country of the union.

Canada, of course, takes a different view of the matter.
Her right to legislate on this subject has been recognized
by the home government, and she considers herself equally
entitled with the United States to make simultaneous
publication of a foreign work an indispensable condition
of copyright, and thus protect her publishing interests
against competition from without.

Just what the outcome will be, remains to be seen.
The situation is a difficult one. On the one hand, an
abandonment of the ¢ manufacturing clause” would injure
Canadian printers and publishers. On the other hand, a
withdrawal of Canada §'olnntarily or otherwise) from the
Berne convention would not only deprive the Dominion of
her present privileges in the countries of the copyright
union; but would probably result in repudiation by the
‘United States of the agreement of 1891 with Great Brit-
ain, which was reached only after many years of effort.

Ontario.—7he Legislature.—The second session of
the eighth legislature of Ontario was opened by Lieuten-
ant-Governor Kirkpatrick, February 11. The speech from
the throne contained an indication of the deep loyalty of
the people of Ontario to the Britich crown; and early in
the session, on motion of the premier, seconded by the
leader of the opposition, the house unanimously adopted
a loyal address to the queen.

The address affirmed the unalterable love and devotion of the
people of Ontario; and declared that, in the event of any troubles
affecting the interests of the empire, no sacrifice that circumstances
might demand would be considered too great for the people of that
provinee, should they be called upon to repel an invasion and defend
the integrity of the British empire.

A similar demonstration of Canadian loyalty had oc-
curred in the Dominion house of commons February 5,
when, on motion of Mr. McNeil (conservative), the follow-
ing resolution was unanimously passed amid cheers:

“That in view of the threatening aspect of foreign affairs, this
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house desires to assure Her Majesty's government and the people of
the United Kingdom of its unalterable loyalty and devotion to the
British throne and the constitution; and that, should the occasion un-
happily arise, in no other part of the empire than the Dominion would
more substantial sacrifices attest the determination of Her Majesty’s
subjects to maintain unimpaired the integrity and honor of Her Maj-
esty’s empire; and this house reiterates the oft-expressed desire of the
people of Canada to maintain the most friendly relations with their
kinsmen of the United States.”

The budget presented by Mr. Harcourt showed the to-
tal revenue of the province during the year to be $3,585,-
300.10; expenditures $3,758,595.44; deficit $173,295.34.
The receipts included an item of $171,520 from the sale of
annuities.

The Patrons of Industry.—The Grand Association of
the Patrons of Industry held its annual session in Toronto,
beginning February 25.

The resolution introduced by Mr. Haycock, for opening the mem-
bership to all classes and professions and abolishing secret signs, pass-
words, and pledges—of which notice was given last December (Vol.
5, p. 919)—was defeated by a large majority.

A recommendation that legislation be asked for, instituting a
uniform rate of taxation on property, and abolishing all exemptions,
was adopted. It was decided to memorialize the Dominion govern-
ment to secure the abolition of the present deposit required by all can-
didates for the Dominion house. .

The following resolution was adopted: ‘‘That the grand associa-
tion recommend the grand board to take such steps as will lead to the
opening of the patron political nominating convention to representa-
tion from village and town municipalities, when the patrons in those
ridings wish to give such representation, and to provide a plan
whereby a fair proportion of representation may be preserved.”

An exciting debate occurred over a proposal to immnediately add
prohibition to the party platform for Ontario, as had already been
done by the patrons of Manitoba and Prince Edward Island and the
provincial association of Quebec. Several amendments were pro-
posed; and, after a lengthy debate, it was decided, by & majority of
one vote, to defer action until the question had been submitted to the
local associations, the plank to be added if ninety per cent of them voted
in its favor. The executive were empowered to use their discretion
in selecting the time for its submission, it being known that the
grand officers were opposed to this being done before the approaching
general elections.

C. 0. Mallory was elected grand president, and T. O.
Currie grand vice-president for the ensuing year.

The British Empire League.—At the annual meet-
ing of the Imperial Federation League in Ottawa, Ont.,
March 4, the name of the league was changed, on motion
of Sir Charles Tupper, Bart., to the British Empire
League, the ground of the change being the great, if not
insuperable, practical difficulties in the way of an imperial
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parliamentary federation. The constitution of the league
is as follows:

1. The association to be called the British Empire League.

2. It shall be the primary object of the league to secure the per-
manent unity of the empire.

, 3. The following to be among the other principal objects of the
eague:

(2) To promote trade between the United Kingdom, the colonies,
and India, and to advocate
the holding periodical .
meetings of representatives
from al%sparts of theempire
for the discussion of mat-
ters of general commercial
interest and the considera-
tion of the best means of
expanding the national
trade.

() To consider how
far it may be possible to
modify any laws or treaties
which impede freedom of
action in the making of
reciprocal trade arrange-
ments between the United
Kingdom and the colonies,
or between two or more
British colonies or posses-
sions.

Miscellaneous.—
The efforts of the Hon.
Dr. Montague, minis-
ter of agriculture, made
during his visit to Eng-
land in part for the
benefit of his health,
to induce the British NAJOR-GENERAL GASCOIGNE,
gﬂ\'ernmeﬂt to modlfy COMMANDING THE CANADIAN NILITIA.

its restrictions upon the entry into Great Britain of Cana-
dian live cattle, were unavailing.

It is claimed that fully three-fourths of the members
of the Manitoba legislature elected January 15 are pledged
to prohibition.

An important item in the Dominion expenditures this
year will be the $370,000 added to the estimates for the
rearmament, reorganization, and more effective drill of
the militia.

On March 18 the Rt. Rev. Charles Hamilton, bishop
of the Protestant Episcopal diocese of Niagara, was elected
bishop of the new diocese of Ottawa, created out of the
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counties of Lanark, Renfrew, Carleton, Russell, Prescott,
Stormont, Dundas, and Glengarry, and part of the district
of Nipissing.

The winter carnival held at Quebec during the week
beginning January 27, drew over 30,000 visitors to that
city.

The celebrated case of the Hyams brothers who had
been charged with the murder of W. C. Wells, and who,
after failure of conviction, were held on several minor
charges, including conspiracy to murder Mrs. Harry
Hyams to obtain her life insurance (Vol. 5, p. 399), was
finally disposed of on February 2. The accused were re-
leased on bail, and immediately took their departure across
the United States border.

On February 18 Mr. J. A. Strathy of Barrie, Ont.,
late manager of the Bank of Toronto, was fatally shot in
his own house by Michael J. Brennan, who accused Mr.
Strathy of being the cause of his financial troubles. Bren-
nan has since been convicted of murder and sentenced to
be hanged.

On March 9 a farmer named Lapointe, living near
Brockville, Ont., deliberately, and without provocation,
shot several people in the streets of that town. One man
was killed instantly; Chief of Police Rose was very danger-
ously wounded; and as many as eight others were injured
more or less severely. Lapointe was finally captured after
being shot down by a bystander. He is supposed to be
insane.

THE WEST INDIES.

Hayti.—The elections passed off quietly in the latter
part of January. President Hyppolite had guarded
against a possible outbreak, and government candidates
were returned in all places except Aux Cayes, a hotbed of
the opposition.

The sudden death of President Hyppolite on March 24
further complicated the already uncertain political out-
look in the island. The executive power, pending the elec-
tion of a new president, was assumed by Sefior Couchil, sec-
retary of state. lowever, none of the rumored candidates
now in cxile—Generals Manigat, Légitime, and others—
made anyattempt at a coup; and on April 1 it was announced
that the national assembly had quietly elected General T.
Simon-Sam, minister of war under Hyppolite, a brother-
in-law of the late Séide Télémaque, a former chief and
friend of the deceased president. His election indicates
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no immediate change in the internal or external policy of
the country.

Riot at St. Kitts.—On February 17 a strike for
higher wages among the plantation laborers, boatmen,
and porters, on the British island of St. Kitts, culmi-
nated in a serious riot, during which stores were looted,
buildings set on fire, and plantation managers and over-
seers beaten and in some cases killed. Marines were
landed from the warship Cordelia, and succeeded in re-
storin rtial order, but only after several of the rioters
were killed, many injured, and the ringleaders arrested.
For some time thereafter, the island was kept under mar-
tial law.

The population of 8t. Kitts—English, Portuguese, and n

is about 30,876, the Portuguese being in general the merchants,
money lenders, and the most prosperous class.

CENTRAL AMERICA.

A seriousrevolt broke out in Nicaragua in the latter part
of February, against the government of President Zelaya.
The political conditions in the republic, owing to the
traditional rivalries of the cities of Leon and Granada (Vol.
3, p. 330), are at all times such as to facilitate revolution-
ary upheavals. It is difficult to learn definitely the canses
of the present trouble, owing to the rigorous press censor-
ship exercised by the government; and what may be said
now may be qualified by future revelations. However,
the immediate caunse of the revolt seems to have been Presi-
dent Zelaya’s abandonment of the liberal party, throngh
whose support he was raised to the presidency on the over-
throw of General Zavala in 1893 (Vol. 3, p. 561). The
liberal party is said to be in the ascendancy in all of the
five republics of Central America.

Toward the end of February, Zelaya dissolved congress,
which was strongly liberal, proclaimed himself dictator,
and rallied to his support the conservatives. Most of the
members of the cabinet withdrew from the capital, and,
organizing a provisional government at Leon, demanded
that Zelaya should resign and leave the country, turning
over the executive to General Francisco Baca, ex-minister
of the interior.

During March hard fighting occurred. The rebel forces
attacked Nagarote on the first day of the month, but after an
eight hours’ battle were driven off. They, however, ob-
tained the ascendancy in Corinto, seizing the custom house
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there. The United States cruiser Aler/ was ordered to
that Eort for the protection of American interests, reach-
ing there March 20. A force of 1,000 rebels was also de-
feated with heavy loss in a four hours’ battle at Pital, near
Momotombo, about March 12; and still another reverse be-
fell the insurgents about the same time at El Jablon, where
they lost thirty-five killed and eaighty wounded.

President Gutierrez of Salvador attempted to effect a
settlement by sending Vice-President Alfaro and General
Canas as commissioners to negotiate terms of peace between
the government of Nicaragua and the rebels; but a con-
ference held at La Paz near the end of March, between Gen-
eral Baca and the commissioners, had no result. Zelaya’s
terms, demanding unconditional surrender, were rejected.
Press reports at the end of March as to the prospects of the
revolutionists were conflicting.

THE NICARAGUA CANAL.

The report of the government comimission of engineers
appointed last year to examine the canal route, and deter-
mine the feasibility and cost of construction, ete., was sub-
mitted to congress February 7. Ex-Senator Warner Mil-
ler of New York, formerly president of the construction
company, asserted without qualification before the com-
mittee on commerce of the house of representatives at
Washington, March 27, that the movement to appoint the
commission was made by the enemies of the enterprise.
The board of engineers consisted of Lieutenant-Colonel
Wm. Ludlow, United States army; M. Endicott, a civil
engineer of the United States navy; and Alfred Noble, a
civil engineer.

In the opinion of the board the cost of construction will be $133,-
472,893, or about double the present company’s estimates. The most
serious difficulties, the report tinds, are those involved in the heavy
rainfall and consequent discharges from the lake and streams, which
will immensely increase the cost of local drainage and engineering
construction.

The climate of Nicaragua is misunderstood. It is the continuned
moderate temperature, in conjunction with the high humidity, that
so seriously reduces the value of physical labor in the tropics. The
natives are not likely to prove useful in the work of construction.
Jamaican negroes will undoubtedly form the labor supply for the
canal. Wages are only about half as much as in the United States,
but the efficiency of the laborers is proportionately much less.

Machinery will be used largely, but will be of little value after
the completion of the canal; and little, if any, will be worth removal.
Its entire cost would, therefore, be charged to the canal construction,
making the plant-charge higher than usual. There are now no shops
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or facilities of any kind on or near the canal line, and they will have
to be supplied. Skilled labor will have to be imported. Fuel will
cost more than double. Freight on materials and supplies will in-
crease their cost greatly, particularly if sent to interior points.

Greytown Harbor, the entrance to the canal as proposed by
the company, is too near the angle of the coast line, and the entrance
should be moved eastward about a mile and a-half.

In regard to the Ochioa dam as proposed by the company, the re-
port says this dam is to be a rockfill across a powerful river, on a
sand foundation. A dam so constructed, the commission says, has no
precedent; and its erection in conflict with the unknown volume of
the floods presents grave difficulties.

In regard to the western division, from the lake to Brito, the
report says: ‘‘ The information with reference to the site proposed
for the La Flor dam indicates that its construction is impracticable;
and the commission suggests an alternative low-level route, which
offers no special difficulties in construction.”

As to the terminus at Brito, the commission suggests the desira-

bility of moving it southward from the location proposed by the
company.
The report closes with the following general conclusion: ‘The
official estilnate by the company of $66,468.880 is insufficient for the
work. It should be understood that the existing data are inadequate
as a basis for estimating the cost of many of the structures. For ob-
taining the necessary data for the formation of a canal project, eighteen
months’ time, covering two dry seasons, and an expenditure of $350-,
000, will be required.”

THE PANAMA CANAL.

A recent report to the state department at Washington
from United States Consul-General Vifquain at Panama,
expresses his ¢ firm belief that there will be a canal built
within the next decade.” The following statement is also
made regarding the bearing of European enterprises at the
isthmns upon American interests:

¢ Under a foreign ownership and a foreign management the cor-
poration known as the Panama railroad will continue to thrive
whether there be a canal or not, greatly to the detriment of Ameri-
can interests, commercial and international, inasmuch as European
tendencies seem to be determined to undermine United States inter-
ests in that part of the world. * * *

“The Panama railroad has been a gold mine to its owners, and
is likely to remain one, even though, through the possible construc-
tion of the Panama canal, it may cease to be the one great factor of
the world’s transit business across the isthmus. * * * The French
are determnined to have a complete railroad with good harbors on each
side of the isthmus, even though the canal should prove to be an im-
possibility. On the other hand, if the canal is not an impossibility,
the railroad will still do an immense local traffic through the devel-
opment of the very richest agricultural lands on the globe.”

An outbreak of labor troubles similar to those of last
year (Vol. 5, p. 677) occurred in January, the men at work
on the canal striking for higher wages.
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SOUTH AMERICAN REPUBLICS.

Colombia.—About the middle of January a serious
revolt occurred in the province of Baranquilla against the
government of President Caro. Twenty liberals were ar-
rested and imprisoned, and the province declared in a state
of siege. On March 12 President Caro resigned his office,
presumably in order that he might be qualified as a candi-
date for re-election. His retirement left Vice-President
Quintero Calderon the acting president. The new presi-
dent accepted the resignations of all the members of Pres-
ident Caro’s ministry, and at once formed a new cabinet.

On March 16 it was announced that the British minis-
ter, Mr. Jenner, had been recalled by his government, be-
cause it had been informed that he was persona non grata
to the Colombian administration.

Venezuela.—For an account of the developments
connected with the boundary dispute with Great Britain,
see article on ‘“The Venezuelan Controversy” (p. 18).
Another petty revolution began January 25 in the province
of Carabobo. The rebels were few in number and were
quickly driven to the mountains. The forces of the gov-
ernment hoped to dislodge them quickly, but it was soon
discovered that large numbers of Venezuelans sympathized
with the rebels. eneral Ricart, in command of the gov-
ernment troops, was attacked by the insurgents and slight-
ly wounded. His soldiers, however, rallicd and defeated
the rebels. The legislature of the province of Carabobo
passed resolutions expressing loyalty to President Crespo
and thanks to the United States for its attitude towards
the boundary dispute between Venezuela and England.

Ecuador.—It is not surprising to those who are ac-

uainted with the recent history of Ecunador, to learn that
the mercurial temperament of Ecuadorian politicians has
led many of them to enter into a conspiracy against the new
president, Alfaro. On January 21 a conspiracy was an-
nounced in Guayaquil; and Manuel Andrade, editor of
La Democracia, and others, all Colombians, were expelled
because of complicity in it. A few days later a plot against
the president was discovered in the province of Manabi, and
three conspirators were arrested.

On February 9 it was reported that General Flores,
who had unsuccessfully opposed General Alfaro in the rev-
" olution of last summer (Vol. 5, pp. 408, 679), was attempt-
}r’)g to organize an expedition against Alfaro in Payta,

ern.
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Brazil.—A serious outbreak of yellow fever occurred
in Rio de Janeiro the first week in March. Of 280 men
who made up the crew of the Italian warship Lombardie,
225 were attacked by the disease.

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND.

Parliamentary Proceedings.—The regular session
of parliament was opened February 11. There wasa bril-
liant assembly in the house of lords, including the Prin-
cess of Wales and more than a hundred peeresses.

In the speech from the throne, the utterance on the
Venezuelan controversy with the United States was in a
tone of graceful friendliness; conceding this country’s
rightful interest in the case, and recognizing in effect,
though not by distinct mention, the president’s appoint-
ment of a commission, in the dignified and courteous
statement that this government had ‘‘expressed a wish to
co-operate” in a settlement of the dispute. Though the
word ‘“arbitration” was not used, there was expressed a
“‘sympathy with the desire to come to an equitable ar-
rangement,” and the trust ‘“that further negotiations will
lead to a satisfactory settlement.”

Less adequate was the reference to the fanatical atroci-
ties in Turkey. England’s official pledges concerning re
forms in the barbarous Ottoman government, of which
she was long the chief upholder, are not fulfilled by an ex-
pression of ‘“deep regret” for the most horrible and as-
tounding crime of modern centuries. South African af-
fairs, suddenly grown embarrassing and complicated, were
handled with a firm, delicate, and perfectly adequate touch.
“The improvement of the naval defenses of the empire”
was declared ‘‘the most important subject” for parlia-
ment. The ¢ disastrons ” condition of British agriculture
was deplored; and measures were promised for mitigation
of the resulting distress.

Within a week thehouse had made an unusually promgt
dispatch of business. The leaders on the government side
were gratified with the peaceable spirit of the opposition,
which did not yield to the temptation either to hinder or
to hurry the ministers in their delicate dealing with mo-

mentous questions such as those tonching Venezuela ar 1
Vol. 6.=12.
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the Transvaal. Indeed, later in the session the govern-
ment may find more trouble in managing its enormous
majority than from the hostility of the diminished liber-
als. At present, the greatness of the majority seems to
weigh heavily on the house, inducing a lack of interest and
a thin attendance.

The conservative chiefs, looking back to the thirty-
seven days through
which they blocked
Sir William Har-
court’s budget bill of
1894 (Vol. 4, p. 639),
introduced latein Feb-
ruary new rules of pro-
cedure for the discus-
sion of the financial
measures of ‘‘supply.”
These rules, proposed
by Mr. Arthur Bal-
four, first lord of the
treasury, limit the
discussion by closure
onthe nineteenth day,
and give thetwentieth
day to the business of
report, which latter
has often been a ten
days’ work. The pro-
posal, being contrary
to all traditions,
caused dismal lament

RT. HON. JOSEPH CHAMBERLAIN, on the conservative

BRITISH COLONIAL S8ECRETARY. Bide, while the oppo_
sition members made little outcry. Its adoption may be
expected to give more discussion—real and pertinent dis-
cussion, rather than less. For twenty years, night after
night has been exhausted through many weeks in com-
mittee of sup‘f]y—the time often squandered by men who
merely wished to hear themselves talk: at last, on some
warm August night, the house, almost empty, and pant-
ing to end the session, has voted millions after millions.

Relations with the United States were not directly dealt

with in debates. Lord Rosebery, in an address on February
11, in response to the speech from the throne, welcomed
arbitration regarding Venezuela, welcoming also the inter-
vention of the United States as offering a guarantee to the
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ﬁrmanence of any settlement that might be reached.
rd Salisbury expressed his concurrence in these views.
Armenian affairs were the subject of debate on March
3, but with no practical result. Sir Ellis Ashmead-Bart-
lett distinguished himself by an absolute denial of the
enormity of the massacres, characterizing the vast mass of
testimony concerning them from correspondents, consuls,
and the British min-
ister, and even from
photo%raphs, as decep-
tion. llewasanswered
by two masterly
speeches from Mr.
George Curzonand Sir
Edward Grey. The
resolution finally
adopted was a colorless
expression of a hope
for the Armenians—
showing the British
government still cling-
ing, as for half a year
past, to their standard
policy of avoidance.
" On the South Af-
rican difficulty Mr.
Chamberlain spoke on
March 31, but with
guarded utterance.
Parliament seemed to
have recognized that
the delicacy of the af- RT. HON. C. T. RITCHIE,
fair at its pl‘esel]t stage PHRESIDENT OF THE BRITISH BOARD OF TRADE.
made it a subject rather for the cabinet and for diplomacy
than for legislative action.
The action on naval defense is noticed below, as is also
the new education bill.
On March 31 parliament adjourned for a fortnight’s re-

Naval Defense.—A subject of vital interest to the
British empire was presented on March 2 by Mr. Goschen,
first lord of the admiralty, in a statement introducing the
government’s measure for naval defense (p. 63). Ilis ad-
dress of an hour and a-half was striking in the business-
like simplicity of the manner in which it recommended
for the coming year the unparalleled expenditure (total)
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on the navy, of £21,823,000, including about £4,325,000
falling immediately due. Ile proposed to apply to this
purpose a large part of the unusual surplus (estimated
at more than £12,000,000), the result of Sir William Har-
court’s admirable administration of the treasury last
vear. Successive administrations have taken pride in
even a small reduction of the national debt; and through
the twenty-one years ending March 31, 1895, the debt
had bLeen reduced from- £769,000,000 to £657,000,000.
The proposal, therefore, to use for the navy four mil-
lions of the last year’s surplus, excited controversy; but
what was deemet{ its most critical point, the appropri-
ation for men, was passed one week later, the negative vote
being only forty-five. Mr. Goschen announced that the
unprecedented increase in naval power could not be viewed
as & menace against the United States, since the estimates
had been framed last November. He announced also that
Britain had more ships even then in commission than all
the other great powers combined; and further, that every
ship ready for commission could be manned forthwith by
draft on the naval reserve.

It is evidently a general British feeling that the foreign
relations of the empire, whose colonies belt the world in a
confederacy grander, richer, more vital, and as a whole
more beneficent than any other aggregation of peoples
known in history, are at this hour in a more critical, at
least a more uncertain, stage than ever before since the
days of the Spanish Armada. If on questions Asiatic or
African, or for mere jealousy of English success, or through
anger at England’s sometimes too ready lordliness, there is
becoming possible an alliance of four great Kuropean pow-
ers to deliver a sudden blow at Britain’s commercial su-
Fremucy or at any of her colonial dependencies, then the
ittle British isles deem it necessary to be prepared, and to
let the continent know that they are prepared, with a sea
power to hold all seas in defense of their most remote co-
lonial possessions.

The New School Bill.—Sir John E. Gorst, vice-presi-
dent of the council for education, introduced on March 31
the government’s school bill, bringing into parliament a
question which had excited wide and troublesome public
controversy, and thus fulfilling the ante-election expecta-
tions raised among the friends of church schools. The
causes and the main lines of this contention were outlined
in the preceding number of this quarterly (Vol. 5, p. 929).
The bill appears to be one of those numerous compro-
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mises in which each party considers its claim compromised
more than the claims of its opponent; though it is ev-
ident that the bill gives the church increase of public
money for its schools without giving local taxpayers any
increase of control. The Roman Catholics, joining
with the Anglican Church in opposing the non-conform-
ists’ plea for non-sectarian government schools, are com-
plicatin% the situation b(i' adding some demands of their
own. nder such conditions a measure proposed by
a conservative government could scarcely be other than
a temporary expedient showing reactionary tendencies—
a measure whose misfortune is that it is a compound of
religion and politics, because a church is inwoven throngh
the whole English civil state. The enormous conserva-
tive majority which is expected to enact this bill or one
similar, will be justified as obeying the latest command
of the English people at the polls.

The new bill makes the county council paramount in administer-
ing, inspecting, and developing education in the country. This trans-
fer of control in part from the national to a local authority—*‘decen-
tralization of the code,” as Sir John Gorst terms it—is a desirable re-
form. as is also the raising of the limit of school age from eleven to
twelve years. If this bill becomes law, the board schools hitherto
non-sectarian, though not necessarily non-religious, must admit sec-
tarian teaching in school hours at the demand of **a reasonable num-
ber” of parents in the case of any elementary school. These board
schools, by the reports of the official inspectors, now rank highest for
educational results; while the denominational schools rank in lower
grades as their denominationalisin increases, as follows, Wesleyan,
Church of England, Roman Catholic. The denominations not named
bere mainly avail themselves of the board schools.

Intra-Imperial Free Trade.—Whathas been termed
¢ the magnificent isolation of England,” referring to Brit-
ain’s lack in recent years of close alliance or friendship
with other nations, is operating to draw into firmer union
the widely scattered countries that compose the empire.
Vague shadows of danger, appealing to the ancient loyalty,
summon it into new consciousness of itself; they appeal
also to prudence to reinforce patriotism and to confirm
the bon(i) between the home land and the colonies along
all the lines of common interest, commercial and indus-
trial. Mr. Chamberlain, colonial secretary of state, is
moving on these practical lines, not as yet officially, but
with suggestions aimed at awakening public thought and
preparing the way for an imperial policy nothing less than
revolutionary in trade relations.

On March 25 he was the guest of honor at the annual meeting of
the Canada club in London. Many prominent men were present. In
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a brilliant speech on the present situation of the empire, having de-
clared that the greatest of the colonies’ common obligations is impe-
rial defense, and the greatest of their common interests imperial trade,
he declared it difficult to deal with the subject of defense without
dealing first with the subject of trade. He cited the creation of the
(Ferman empire as an example, tracing it as arising gradually through
a union of the separate states in a commercial verein. Referring
respectfully to some movements in Canada for & new customs arrange-
ment between Great Britain and her colonies, he characterized as too
startling for a free-trade
country like England a
proposal that each mem-
ber of the empire should
levy a small duty against
foreign productsimported,
and should use the pro-
ceeds for purposes of im-
perial defense: this he
deemed impossible of
adoption in its present
form.

He then brought for-
ward his own suggestion,
which it is difficult to con-
sider as differing from the
other except in ‘‘form.”
The true Zollverein of the
empire, which might be
discussed and would prob-
ably lead to a satisfactory
customs arrangement, if
the colonies were willing
to consider it, was, he said,
free trade throughout the
empire, even though this
involved a tariff against
foreigners. The London
Times of March 26 re-

JomN pILLON, X. T, ferred to the proposed ar-

ANTI-PARNELLITE LEADER. rangement as amounting

to ‘‘an imperial customs

union which would at once establish free trade within the empire as it

exists within the vast territories [i. ., among the forty-five several

states] of the United States.” It will be remembered that for nearly

half a century, while the United Kingdom has followed a policy of

free trade, its colonies on the whole have had protective tariffs against
one another and against the mother country.

Mr. Chamberlain, in this first stage, is speaking guardedly: he
suggests a tariff not for protection, but for revenue. Yet, as he dis-
tinctly declares his purpose to stimulate and develop colonial indus-
try, the question may be expected later, as to what advantage colonial
industries can get from a system of intra-imperial free trade unless
it involves some *‘ protection ” for them as distinct from foreign na-
tions who are excluded from its benefits.

Mr. Chamberlain’s suggestion shows the intellectual
and practical mastery which he brings to the art of gov.
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ernment. He sees the tremendous obstacles to his scheme
no less than he sees what he considers to be the incalcula-
ble benefits of the adoption of such a measure by the
British empire. The most important objection thus far
heard is that the empire may not be self-supporting. The
United Kingdom now depends upon the United States large-
ly for its wheat, meat, and cotton supply, and on Russia and
Argentina for much
of its wheat. Should
the colonies be unable |

to meet this demand,

what will the British

workman say when

the corn laws are re-

vived and an import

tax is put on the cot-

ton for British spin-

dles?

The British Em- .
pire League succeeds
the Imperial Federa-
tion League, as a so-
ciety whose objects
are promotion of the
unity and defense of
the empire, and to
further reciprocal
trade between its vari-
ous parts. The Duke
of Devonshire has ac-
cepted its presidency
(p- 170). JUSTIN M'CARTHY, N. P.,

The Irish Na- EX-LEADER OF THE ANTI-PARNELLITES.
tionalists.—The Parnellitesseized the opportunity of Brit-
ish foreign complications in January tostir up Irish hatred of
England. Mr. Davitt and Mr. Dillon declared the undying
hostility of Ireland to the present conservative government,
and predicted direresults for England in the warsthatshe was
provoking by her dealing with Venezuela and the Transvaal.

Justin McCarthy resigned the leadership of the anti-
Parnellite section of the Irish nationalists in parliament,
on February 5, giving as his reasons his delicate health
and hir engagement in literary pursuits. Thomas Sexton,
unanimously chosen as his successor, immediately declined,
and on February 18 resigned his seat in parliament. He
retains the directorship of T'he Fresman’s Journal, the
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organ of his party, in Dublin. On the same day John
Dillon was chosen to the vacant leadership by a vote of 38
to 21. Timothy Healy and his followers who composed
the minority, show much bitterness at the result.

DILLON, JonN, anti-Parnellite leader, was born in 1851; grada-
ated at the University of Dublin; and then studied medicine, but soon
quitted medical practice and engaged in politics—enterin§ parlia-

ment in 1880. He is an
enthusiastic speaker and
worker for Irish liberty,
has marked abilities in
certain directions, has
three times been in prison
for sedition, and had a bit-
ter feud with his old chief-
tain Parnell. He hasvisit-
ed America as an Irish or-
ganizer. His election as
leader gives small promise
of Irish unity.

General Politi-
cal Situation.—The
present signs foreshow
tranquillity in home
politics except on the
school question. Irish
home rule isno longer
an urgent question.
Imperial and foreign
affairs have come sud-

I denly and powerfully

to the front; and con-

' cerning these in gen-

THOMAS SEXTON, EX-M. I, cral the cabinet thus

ANTUPARNELLITE. far holds public con-

fidence, and even excites enthusiasm—the exception being

its non-action concerning Armenia, considered b{ many a

blood spot on this administration, and to a less degree on

the previous one, yet a spot which is as little noticed as is

possible in official utterance. Some months hence, how-

ever, the British people may be asking when, how, by

whose consent, Russia’s domination at Constantinople took
the F]uce of that long held by England.

The unionist alliance holds, but the unification of the
two party elements expected by many, becomes of late less

robable. While the liberal-unionist leaders are perfectly
oyal to their conservative allies, they give signs of seeing
some new rcusons for prudence: they are holding in re-
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serve their party fortress. Their foes the liberals keep
the outward bond of partg with some loss of unity. The
liberals are beg’ginning to be recognized in two sections—
the ¢‘liberals ” led by Lord Rosebery and Sir William Har-
court; the ¢ radicals ” led by Mr. Labouchere, Sir Charles
Dilke, and Mr. Herbert Gladstone.
Miscellaneous.—Oxford University has been the scene
of a notable struggle of
women students to [
gain the recognition
by university degrees
which they deem their |’
due. Nine British uni-
versities confer de-
grees without refer-
ence to sex. Oxford,
Cambridge, and Dub-
lin withhold them
from women;although
at Oxford and Cam-
bridge there are large
and well-equipped col-
leges for women, whose
students share all ad-
vantages of the uni-
versity system, and
pursue all studies to
the full extent requi-
site to qualify fora de-
gree. Thescholarship
at the three Oxford
colleges for women, ALFRED AUSTIN,
Some"ille, Ladv Mar_ POET-LAUREATE OF ENGLAND.
garet, and St. [Tugh’s, is conceded to be of high rank;
yet the graduates can receive only an informal testament.
At Cambridge the conditions are similar. The modest de-
mand of the women that the lowest degree, B. A., should
be opened to them on the same terms as to men, came be-
fore the congregation of Oxford University on March 3:
it was denieg, 140 ayes to 215 noes. On March 7 a pro-
posal that instead of the informal document now given, a
diploma be granted declaring the recipient gualiﬁed for a
degree, was negatived, 111 ayes, 178 noes. 'The degree is
advocated on the ground of common justice, and as at-
tracting women into a stricter and more balanced course
of study: it is opposed as tending to unwomanliness, and
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as admitting women to a share in the control of the an-
cient universities. Shrewd observers expect that not
many years hence the reform, entirely reasonable and just,
will win.

The new poet laureate, Alfred Austin, whose appoint-
ment was noticed in the preceding number, is gaining in
g{ublic repute and favor as his writings are better known.

is poetic works in a dozen volumes have recently been
issued in New York, the latest having for its theme King
Alfred under the not very luminous title ‘“ England’s
Darling.”

A new primate of the Protestant Episcopal Church of
Ireland, to succeed the Rt. Rev. Dr. Gregg, who died
January 10, was elected February 25. The bishops, meet-
ing at Dublin, chose by an almost unanimous vote the
Rt. Rev. William Alexander, D. D., LL. D., D. C. L.,
bishop of Derry and Raphoe.

He was born in Derry, on April 13, 1824; was educated at Oxford;
served industriously as a parish priest in Ireland; has been select
preacher at Dublin, Oxford, and Cambridge universities, and has
preached to large audiences in (ireat Britain and America. He has
been a prolific author.

A legal action, that of Kitson vs. Playfair, ended in
London on March 8 with verdict for the plaintiff, the
jury assessing the damages at £12,000. The circum-
stances of the case, and the unusual amount of the dam-
ages, have attracted great attention. The defendant, Dr.
Playfair, a physician of very high repute in London, hav-
ing informed his wife of particulars observed by him in
the case of Mrs. Kitson, a patient, had then, at his wife's
request, communicated them to Mrs. Kitson’s brother-in-
law, Sir James Kitson, with the judgment which he had
formed on them unfavorable to the lady’s character. This
statement to Sir James was the basis for the suit for libel
and slander against Dr. Playfair—the statement having
caused Sir James to withdraw an annual allowance of £400
which he had been paying to Mrs. Kitson for her support.
The question of the truth or untruth of the statement was
not dealt with by the court. The physician’s plea of
privilege was not sustained as a defense. The decision
establishes the principle that a medical man reveals at his
own peril a secret gained in his practice. In extreme cases,
for great ends of protection, he may be justified by the
law; but he takes the risk of being unable to prove the
justifying facts.

The honor of knighthood was conferred on January 1
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on a pure-blooded negro, Mayor Lewis of Freetown,
Sierra Leone. This is the first instance of knighthood
conferred on a negro.

LABOR INTERESTS.

The great glassworkers’ strike which began last mid-
summer (Vol. 5, pp. 697, 937) ended early in January in
an irrevocable lockout of the men, leaving thousands of
the latter, and their families, without means of subsistence.
A wealthy woman, Mme. Dembourg, deposited 20,000 in
the Bank of France with the purpose of enabling the
locked-out men to erect a factory of their own on a co-
operative basis; but trouble has arisen over the disposition
of the money. The socialist leaders, presumably through
fear that the members of co-operative societies will be lost
to the revolutionary cause if the proposed venture is suc-
cessful, demand of Henri Rocheforte, to whom the money
was committed, that the funds shall be handed over to a
committee of a joint stock company which they propose to
administer, whose dividends, instead of being distributed
among the shareholders, shall remain in the hands of the
committee, with exclusive power to disburse them at will.
Meantime the distress of the workmen continues.

The British shipbuilding strike which began in the Bel-
fast yards in October last, and involved a lockout of the
Clyde builders (Vol. 5, p. 938), was finally settled about
the middle of January, substantially on the lines of the
agreement arranged in the middle of December.

GERMANY.

Celebration of the Empire.—January 18, the twenty-
fifth anniversary of the proclamation of the present Ger-
man empire, was celebrated as an absolute holiday in Ber-
lin and other German cities. In the capital it was made
the occasion for a display of every element of spectacular
pomp which the military resources of the city and a
splendid court ceremonial counld provide. In the morning
the emperor delivered a speech from the throne in the
White Hall of the royal castle.

After reviewing the progress made during the past twenty-five
ears, the emperor vowed to continue the work which his grandfather,
mperor William 1., had begun. He appealed to all sections of his

people to sink party differences and support him in promoting the
greatness and prosperity of the Fatherland. He especially mentioned
the merits of Prince Bismarck in connection with the creation of the
empire, declaring that his regard could not be too great. He prom-
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ised to work unceasingly to complete the internal institutions of the
empire and to strengthen the bonds which united the German races.
(iermany, he said, instead of being a source of danger to other states,
will continue in the future, as in the past, a strong pillar of peace.
At the close of his speech, raising an old banner of the First Guards,
he said: ‘“I swear to guard the safety of the empire at home and
~broad upon the principle of one empire, one people, and one God.”

An even more significant speech was delivered the
same evening, by the
kaiser, af a state ban-
quet in the palace.

After recalling again
the memories of the day,
he proceeded: *‘Let us re-
joice over the achieve-
ments of the past, but let
us bear in mind also the
duties of the future. The
German empire has be-
come a world-empire.
Thousands of our country-
men dwell abroad in all the
most distant parts of the
world. German manu-
factures, (erinan science,
German industry, travel
across the ocean. The
value of (ierman exports
across the seas may be es-
timated at thousands of
millions. It is your busi-
ness, gentlemen, tosee that
you help me to bind this
greater (German empire
more and more closely to
the old Fatherland. The

: - oath which I took before

DR. MIQUEL, you to-day can only be ful-

PRUSSIAN FINANCE MINISTER. filled if, inspired by the

sawme patriotic spirit, you give me your fullest support. In the hope

that you will loyally and devotedly assist me to discharge my duty,

not only to our more immediate countrymen, but to the thousands

and thousands of them who dwell afar, so that when I have to pro-

tect themn I may be able to do so, I will remind you of the poet’s words:

‘What thy fathers have bequeathed to thee, that thou must thyself
conquer in order to hold.””

The emperor addressed & most cordial letter to Prince
Bismarck, expressing a warm acknowledgment of his
splendid services to the empire, and announcing that he
had given orders for a full length portrait of the first
chancellor to be painted and assigned a place of honor in
the palace of the imperial chancellors. He also returned
thanks to the nation for the ¢thrilling enthusiasm ” with
which it celebrated the anniversary.
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“'This,” concludes the rescript, ¢ has been a source of heartfelt
satisfaction to me, and has strengthened my confident hope that the
(GGerman people will never allow the acquisitions of January 18, 1871,
to be taken from it, but, trusting in Heaven, will know hov to de.
fend its most costly possessions at all times.”

A decree was published remitting sentences for certain
categories of minor offenses, and also, in some cases, for
lése-majesté. Numerous decorations and titles of nobility
were conferred; and a new order, called ‘‘the Order of
William,” was instituted in memory of the old emperor.

The absence from the festivities in Berlin, of Prince
Luitpold, regent of Bavaria, the king of Wiirtemberg, and
other South German princes, was accounted for by their
obligations to attend local celebrations in commemoration
of the coronation of King William of Prussia as emperor
of Giermany.

Insurance Retaliation.—Last year we noted the fact
that burdensome restrictions had been placed by the Ger-
man government on American insurance companies doing
business in Germany (Vol. 5, p. 940). The Equitable
Life of New York withdrew in consequence; and the New
York Life and Mutual Life were subsequently ruled out.

Retaliatory legislation has already been enacted in New
York state against German companies. A bill associated
with the names of Assemblyman J. W. Husted of West-
chester county and Senator J. 1. Burns, passed the hquse
Febrnary 4, by 104 to 21; passed the state senate Februnary
G, by 34 to 12; and was signed by Governor Morton Febru-
ary 17.

The bill provides that whenever it shall appear to the state super-
intendent of insurance of New York, that permission to transact busi-
ness within any foreign country is_ refused to a company organized
under the laws of this state, after a certificate of solvency and good
mmanagement of such company has been issued to it by the superin-
tendent, and after such company has complied with any reasonable
law of such foreign country requiring deposits of money or securities
with the government, the superintendent shall cancel the authority
of every company organized under the laws of such foreign govern-
ment and licensed to do business in this state, and shall refuse a cer-
tificate to every such company thereafter applying for authority to
do business in this state until his certificate shall have been duly
recognized by the government of such country.

Acting under this law, Superintendent Pierce on Feb-
roary 21 issued an order refusing to renew the licenses of
the Prussian National Fire Insurance Company of Stettin,
and the Achen 'and Munich Fire Insurance Company of
Aix-la-Chapelle. He also denied the application of the
Magdeburg Fire Insurance Company of Magdeburg for
a license.
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Miscellaneous.—In the Reichstag, January 17, the
bill of Count von Kanitz-Podangen, for the establishment
of a government monopoly of the grain trade (Vol. 5, p.
182), was practically killed so far as the })resent Reichstag
is concerned—as were also all schemes of & similar nature
—by an adverse vote from a coalition of members of the
centre, Freisinnige, and socialist parties, and most of the
national liberals. The vote was a bitter disappointment
to the agrarians. :

The emperor’s thirty-seventh birthday was cclebrated
with great ceremony January 27.

A serions quarrel between the emperor and Prince
Frederick Leopold of Prussia, whose wife, Princess Louise
Sophie of Schleswig-Ilolstein, is a sister of the empress,
excited much comment early in January. It appears to
have arisen from Prince Frederick’s cruelty to his wife,
and his resentment at the interferenco of the emperor in
her behalf. The prince was ordered under arrest, and to
be confined to his castle under guard for two weeks. Ilc
was compelled to give up his command of the imperial
body guards.

An investigation has been ordered by the government
into the conduct of Dr. Carl Peters, the African explorer
and promoter of German colonial expansion, who was
charged by Herr Bebel, socialist, in the Reichstag, March
13, with forcing a native girl to become his mistress, and
subsequently hanging her and his male body servant on
discovering illicit relations between the two.

Dr. Stdcker, formerly court chaplain, recently expelled
from the conservative party, has announced his intention
to found a new group composed of members who approve
the Christian socialist program. Dr. Stocker is c}:argcd
with having had knowledge of, and having helped to cover
up, the frauds perpetrated by Baron von Ilammerstein
(Vol. 5, pp. 699, 940). )

FRANCE.

A Political Crisis.—In conscquence of the ministry
refusing to recognize the veto power of the senate, there
has been waged between the senate on the one side and the
cabinet of M. Bourgeois, backed by the chamber of depu-
ties, on the other, a bitter and protracted conflict, threat-
cning grave changes in the constitution of the republic
and the resignation of the ministry. The immediate cause
of the crisis is due to the action of M. Ricard, minister of
justice, in removing M. Rempier and placing Judge
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Poittevin in his place to conduct the investigations into the
Southern railway scandals; but another and probably more
weighty reason lies in the fact that the senate, representing
the conservative republicans, was dissatisfied with the radi-
cal tendencies of tEe Bourgeois cabinet, and found in this
action an excellent pretext to overthrow the ministry.
The cabinet, however, though it has twice been censured by
the senate, remains, at the end of March, in power, defying
the senate and disregarding the constitution, which plain-
ly states that the ministry is equally responsible to the sen-
ate and the chamber of deputies. Thus the question is
raised, and is to be tested for the first time, whether the
ministry is or is not responsible to the two houses alike.

In the senate on February 11, M. Monis interpellated the govern-
ment, arguing that the appointment of Judge Poittevin was gravely
irregular. Premier Bourﬁeois and M. Ricard defended the nomina-
tion of Judge Poittevin, the latter stating that he was actuated by a
desire to see strict justice done; but, despite the declarations of the
ministers, the senate voted to regret the irregularity of Judge Poitte-
vin's appointment, thus formally censuring the government.

On the result being announced, M. Bourgeois requested, on Feb-
ruary 13, that the government be interpellated on the same subject in
the chamber of deputies, and demanded a vote of confidence, which
was lg-iven by 328 to 43.

t was announced, February 15, that M. Monis had obtained
documents proving that the statements made by M. Ricard in the
chamber of deputies, on the occasion of his defense of the appoint-
ment of Judge Poittevin, were incorrect. In answer, M. Ricard stated
that he been misled by the public prosecutor, and advised the
senate to consider well the result of a vote in opposition to the opin-
ion of the country. By a vote of 161 to 71 the senate confirmed the
vote it had previously taken, placing the blame in the matter upon
the government.

After the vote a lengthy conference was held by the cabinet, which
decided that Premier Bourgeois should lay the situation before Presi-
dent Faure. On the 16th the premier waited upon the president and
informed him of the resolution of the cabinet to await the decision of
the chamber. There, on February 20, the government was again ia-
terpellated in regard to the appointment of Judge Poittevin. M.
Ricard replied, stating that he assumed full responsibility for the acts
which the senate had condemned, and repeating the explanation which
he had made a few days previously. A debate followed, in which ex-
Premier Ribot desalt with emphasis upon the irregularities of M.
Ricard. By a vote of 809 to 185 the chamber renewed its vote of con-
fidence in the government.

The socialists and radicals became violent in their denunciation of
the upper house. Owing to the threats of mob violence, the military
governor of Paris was moved to surround the Luxembourg palace,
which the senate occupies, with a mounted gnard. The senate entered
a vigorous protest against the unconstitutional methods pursued by
the ministry, declaring its rights under the constitution, and its in-
tention not to relinquish its duty, leaving the country to judge ** be-
tween the ministers who have not feared to provoke a serious crisis,



192 AFFAIRS IN EUROPE. 18t Qr., 1896,

and an assembly which, in order not to compromise public peace, does
imt. \:ish to imbitter the crisis, though it has on its side right and
aw.

This daring delivery led Premier Bourgeois to declare that his
cabinet and himself had never intended to provoke a crisis. By an
overwhelming vote the senate accepted the premier’s declaration and
then adjourned. By this action of the senate the cabinet was forced
to ask for the third time for a vote of confidence from the chamber of
deputies.

The announcement of the retirement of M. Berthelot,
minister of foreign affairs, from the Bourgeois cabinet,
was made March 28. M. Bourgeois, prime minister and
minister of the interior, was appointed to the vacant port-
folio; and M. Doumer, minister of finance, assumed charge
of the ministry of the interior ad tnterim.

The cause of M. Berthelot’s resignation is not clearly stated, but
his friends assert that it is due to ill health. Others attribute it to
the precarious condition of the cabinet; others say he resigned be-
cause he felt the policy of the ministry to be contrary to the public
welfare. It is also stated that his resignation resulted from his ina-
bility to cope successfully with the Egyptian question.

The appointment of M. Sarrien, deputy from Sadne-
et-Loire, and minister of the interior in 1887 in the cabi-
net of M. Tirard, as minister of the interior, was announced
March 30.

Miscellaneous.—Early in February the ministry in-
troduced a graduated income-tax bill in the chamber of
deputies. On March 26, after a close struggle, the cham-
ber accepted the principle of the bill. The committee,
however, rejected the government’s proposals. After pro-
longed debate, it was decided, the government agreeing,
that the matter be given to the budget committee to sub-
stitute for the existing honse tax a general tax on income
with graduated exemption below a certain sum.

One of the most scandalous blackmailing affairs ever
brought to light in Paris culminated last December in the
death of Max Lebaudy, the young millionaire conscript
(Vol. 5, p. 1015).

It appears that after he entered the army he was taken ill and
sought Eis release. Owing to his great wealth there was a strong
protest made by certain newspapers, which demanded he should be
treated the same as though he were a poor conscript. He was sur-
rounded by a number of swindlers, who obtained large sums of money
from him to suppress, as they alleged, these articles, which were
nearly all written or inspired by themselves. Tlhie young man died;
and since his death it has been learned that of 28,000,000 francs which
he inherited, between 10,000,000 and 12,000,000 francs has disap-
peared into the pockets of blackmailers.

Agitation has been started for the complete separation
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of church and state in France. The demand, it is stated,
i8 made by both radicals and the Roman Catholic Church.
The government seems disposed to regard the matter fa-
vorably, for it has refused to recognize the necessity of a
Erevions Papal sanction to its apggintment of bishops, and

as for the first time since the beginning of the century
withdrawn its ambas-
sador from the Vati-
ca

n.

On January 16 K-
mile Loubet, formerly

rime minister, min-
1ster of the interior,
and minister of public
works, was elected
president of the sen-
ate.

M. AnatoleFrance,
poet and littérateur,
was elected to mem-
bership in the French
Academy, Jannary-23,
to fill the vacanec
caused by the deatl{
of Count Ferdinand
de Lesseps.

ITALY.

Fall of the Crispi |
Ministry.—The de-

feat of Italian arms by SIGNOR CRISPI,

the Abyssinians at ITALIAN STATESMAN.

Adowa 1n the beginning of March ‘p. 71) caused intense
popular excitement throughout Ita ¥, and great indiﬁna-
tion was felt with the government of Signor Crispi, held
responsible for the policy of colonial expansion which
hmfobrought upon the country such disaster and hu-
miliation. In the chambér of deputies the members
of the extreme left proposed to impeach the ministry.
Throughont the kingdom occurred violent demonstra-
tions which necessitated the vigilance of the police and
military for their suppression. So great was the popu-
lar disaffection witk the government that Premier Crispi
and his colleagues, on March 5, resigned office. Even
then, for some time, the tension of feeling continued,

much of the popular alarm being due to an impression,
Vol. 613,
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seemingly unfounded, which was disseminated to some ex-
tent by the French press, that King Humbert was desir-
ous either of retaining Signor Crispi in oftice, or of recon-
structing the cabinet on Crispiniun lines. The calling
out of the reserves of 1872—young men in the prime of
life and in profitable occupations—aggravated the general
discontent. In spite of precautions taken by closing the
university in Rome, holding the troops in readiness in
their barracks, etc., there were disturbances in the capital
on the night of March 5. A mob, excited by the speeches
of socialist and radical leaders, made a demonstration in
front of Signor Crispi’s house, and then attacked the of-
fices of newspapers favoring the ministry. The police
made numerous arrests. '

A new ministry was promptly formed under the Mar-
%}lis di Rudini, the complete list being officially announced

arch 10, as follows:

Marquis di Rudini, president of the council and minister of the
interior; (eneral Ricotti, minister of war; Admiral Brin, minister
of marine; Signor Sermoneta, minister of foreign affairs; Signor
Branca, minister of finance; Signor Colombo, minister of the treasury;
Signor Perazzi, minister of public works; Signor Guicciardini, min-
ister of agriculture; Signor Costa, winister of justice; S8ignor Gian-
turco, minister of public instruction; Signor (‘armine, minister of
posts and telegraphs.

The change of ministry has not, so far as yet apparent,
resulted in any change of Italian policy, domestic or for-
eign. The new cabinet is decidedly conservative. In
spite of the opening of negotiations for peace after the dis-
aster at Adowa, it is evidently the purpose of the Italian
government to prosecute the Abyssinian war. By the
middle of March popular confidence had been to a large
extent restored by the Anglo-Egyptian preparations for an
expedition to the Soudan (pp. 75, 101); and the lately dis-
turbed kingdom had resumed its normal aspect.

RUDINI, ANTONIO DI, Marquis, Italian premier, was born in
Palermo, Sicily, in 1839, of rich and aristocratic parents. He was
prefect of Naples in 1868; minister of the interior 1869; and later,
until 1882, a deputy from (‘anicatti; then a deputy from Syracuse,
when he formed a new parliamentarv group called the Young-Right.
He was prime wminister from February 6, 1891 (Vol. 1, p. 116), to Ma:
6, 1892 (Vol. 2, p. 158). During this time occurred the trouble wit!
the United States, growing out of the lynching of a number of Ital-
ans at New Orleans, La., March 14, 1891 (Vol. 1, pp. 153, 228, 482;
Vol. 2, pp. 13, 125). On the former occasion, as now, the marquis
succeeded Signor Crispi as prime minister, the latter baving been
overthrown on a financial question. During his premiership he re-
duced the expenses of African colonization, gave special attention to
the reduction of the war and marine budgets, and promised *‘ to main-
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tain by sincere and firm fidelity all foreign alliances beretofore
formed.” Although he regarded as sacred the entente cordiale with
Gernany, the spirit of his proclivities leaned rather toward the
French republic than toward the empire. But whatever sympathetic
relations he might have allowed his heart to indulge in regard to France,
they were always subordinated by his brain, which contemplated in
the Triple Alliance the future strength, honor, and dignity of Italy.
It was his proiram of additional military expenses that caused his
overthrow in the spring of 1892.

. On March 17 Deputy De Felice and several of his asso-
ciates, socialist agitators, who were imprisoned for com-
plicity in the Sicilian anti-tax riots of 1893 and 1894 (Vol.
4, pp._ 204, 316k.were released on a proclamation of am-
nesty issued by King Humbert shortly after his recent dec-
lars)tlon raising the state of siege in the island (Vol. 5, p.
943).

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY.

The question of electoral reform has for some time
been prominent in Austrian politics. A well-defined
movement looking to extemsion of the franchise has at
length taken form in the submission of a bill to the Reichs-
rath, February 15, by the government of Count Badeni,
which assumed office in September last (Vol. 5, p. 704).

The bill adds 72 new seats to the chamber, making 425. The
large landed proprietors will elect 85 representatives, the towns 118, -
the chambers of commerge and industry 21, the rural communes 129,
and the general body of electors 72. This last category will include,
roughly speaking, all male citizens who have attained the age of
twenty-four and have an independent residence in the district extend-
ing over six months. The 72 seats, in fact, will be filled in virtue of
asystem of franchise approaching universal suffrage. Tho pressin
general is fairly favorable in its comments.

RUSSIA.

Political circles in Russia have recently been agitated
over the matter of the extension of education among the
masses. It will be remembered that, when Nicholas II. be-
came emperor on the death of his father in November, 1894,
hopes were expressed for various liberal reforms, among

fishment of 4 broad system of public schools
(Vol. 4, p. 794). The liberals have favored secular schools,
but the conservatives have insisted on church control over
education as a preventative of the evils of unbelief and po-
litical nihilism. It is now announced that the conserva-
tive policy has prevailed. The educational committee of
the ¥ree Economical Society, which has existed for over
thirty-five years and has done much in establishing private
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schools, libraries, and popular lectures, has been practically
deprived of its functions by a special imperial decree plac-
ing it under control of the ministry of education.

The naval defenses and works at Sebastopol are to be
greatly increased. After 1899 the place will cease to be a
commercial port, and the newly-constructed port of Theo-
dosia will be used instead.

BELGIUM.

A cabinet change occurred February 26.° M. de Bur-
let, premier, resigned, and was succeeded hy M. de Smet
de Naeyer, former minister of finance. A new foreign
minister was chosen in the person of Deputy Baron Fave-
reau, a lawyer and wealthy landed proprietor. M: de Burlet
became minister to Portugal, and was also made a minister
of state.

The relations between Belginum and Great Britain have
be«):ome closer, owing to recent developments in Africa (p.
16).

SERVIA.

Almost simultaneously with the announcement of the
¢ conversion ” of Prince Boris of Bulgaria (p. 102), it was
reported that King Alexander I. of Servia had been be-
trothed to a daughter of the Prince of Montenegro. Such
an alliance would further strengthen' the ties between Ser-
via and Russia, eliminating Austrian influence from the
former; and, taken in conjunction with developments in
Bulgaria, it would practically consolidate Russian influ-
ence in the Balkans.

GREECE.

On Febrnary 8 M. Delyannis submitted the budget for
the coming year.

The government proposals for arrangement of the foreign debt
sre under consideration by the bondholders (Vol. 5, p. 949). It was
announced, that, with a view to development of resources, Thessaly
was to be the scene of far-reaching land reforms, intended to increase
the nuinber of freeholds, to facilitate agricultural credit, and to im-
prove irrigation. Other important measures comprised the improve-
ment of scientific agriculture. the development of forests and mines,
and the reform of the gendarmerie.

The preliminary athletic contests for the purpose of
selecting champions to represent Greece at the new Olym-
pic games to be held in April, took place March 21 and 22
in the stadion at Athens, 1n the presence of 35,000 or 40,-
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000 spectators. The games were carried out under the
rsonal superintendence of the crown prince and the
ing. An interesting feature was a race from Marathon,
terminating at the stadion, a distance of twenty-five miles,
which was covered by the winner in 3 hours 18 seconds.
L4

W
et -

INDIA.

THEle islative council, on February 3, passed thenew Cot-

ton Duties bill. The measure 18 regarded as discrim-
inating against Indian mill-owners in favor of English
gpinners. It was opposed in the council by the chairman
of the Calcutta chamber of commerce, the lieutenant-gov-
ernor of Bengal, the native members, and others. A mass
meeting to protest against passage of the bill was held in
Bombay January 28.

The measure exempts cotton yarn from import and excise daty,
reduces the import duty on woven cottons from 5 to 8 per cent, and
levies an excise duty of 8 per cent on goods woven in Indian mills.
Its effect is to throw a larger proportion of taxation upon Indian mill-
owners, at the same tine reducing the burden of the Lancashire trade.
As some compensation to the mill-owners, it is proposed to exempt
from import duty sizing, china clay, and hooping of iron or steel.

A rebelliouns ontbreak occurred in February among the
Moplahs, a tribe living in the Madras presidency, which
was quelled by troops after fierce resistance during which
100 of the Moplahs were killed.

Notwithstanding the official statement made in Decem-
ber last as to the crnshing of the revolt in Goa (Vol. 5, p.
950), it appears that the truth was not fully known.
Even as late as the end of February of the present year,
the rebels still held out among the hills. In the_ early
part of January they surprised and almost wholly destroyed
a body of over 100 Portnguese troops. A dispatch of Feb-
ruary 3 stated that the Portuguese governor of Goa, Sefior
de Andrade, had been recalled for making false reports of
loyal victories and for other misdemeanors.

AUSTRALASIA.

A conference of Australian premiers was held in Syd-
ney, New South Wales, the first week in March, the sub-
jects of discussion being federal defense, the Japanese
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treaty, the restriction of undesirable immigration, federal
quarantine, and lighthouses for the coasts. Of these sub-
jects the most important is federal defense; and in this
connection the conference brought out evidence that the
idea of an Australasian federation is making sure and
steady progress. In the sense of common Feri and com-
mon patriotism engendered by the critical stage reached
in the foreign relations of the empire, it was agreed by
the premiers to form a federation of the land forces of the
colonies.

A resolution provided that the military laws of the various Au-
stralian colonies should be so amended as to allow the local forces
to become practically federal forces liable for service in any portion of
Australia or Tasmania; and, with this end in view, it was also re-
solved that uniformity in matters of control, discipline, arms, equip-
ment, and active service pay should be introduced as soon as possible.

Another significant resolution was to the effect that federation
was ‘‘ essential to any complete rcheme of Australian defense,” and
that the deliberations of the conference had made the ‘‘ urgent neces-
sity of the federation of the colonies” more than ever apparent.

Another indication of tho growing strength of the fed-
eration movement is found in the amalgamation, in Janu-
ary, into one Australasian National League, of several co-
lonial organizations, such as the National Association of
New South Wales, the South Australian Defense League
(not military), and the National Liberal League. Among
the objects of the Australasian National League is:

““To oppose dangerous socialistic and class legislation, and to in-
sure to every man his personal freedom and the peaceable enjoyment
of Lis earnings and savings.”

At an intercolonial conference of postmasters-general
held at Sydney January 17 and 18, Sir Saul Samuel and
Mr. Duncan (illies were, subject to approval of the va-
rious colonial governments, nominated as the two rep-
resentatives of the Australasian colonies on the commission
goon to-meet in London, Eng., in connection with the
Pacific cable scheme (Vol. 5, p. 921). Various recom-
mendations as to details of the scheme were also adopted.

Destructive storms visited the colonies and neighboring
islands during the quarter (sce Disasters).

MALAYSIA.

A band of native Chinese were discovered in January
to have committed extensive forgeries in the island of
Java. About %3,000,000 in forged notes of the. Bank of
Juva were floated: and it is stated that nearly all the lead-
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ing Chinese merchants in the island were victimized. The
leader of the forgers was arrested, and confessed his crime,
implicating several others.

SAMOA.

The dissatisfaction long prevalent among the foreign
regsidents of Apia with the working of the governmental
system established by the Berlin act of 1889, took the form,
on December 10 last, of a public meeting at which it was
decided to memorialize the consular representatives of the
three treaty powers—Germany, Great Britain, and the
United States—for a redress of grievances. Itisclaimed that
eighty-five per cent of the revenue is consumed in the pay-
ment of the salaries of useless officials; that the native
Samoans, while receiving material benefit from the tax
fund collected from the foreigners, contribute nothing
toward the support of the municipality; and that the mu-
nicipal councﬁ, as at present constructed, is cumbersome
and unnecessary. A protest is made against farther pay-
ment of taxes until t{))e local government is reorganized
and the expense of maintaining it materially reduced.

THE REPUBLIC OF HAWAIL

On New Year’s day the eight convicts still remaining
in prison for complicity in the abortive revolutionary at-
tempt of January, 1895 (Vol. 5, p. 64), were released.
They had all expressed to the government their sense ot
error and promised hereafter their loyal support.

On February 7 ex-Queen Lilinokalani also was granted
an almost unconditional pardon for her participation in
the uprising. The only restrictions now placed upon her
freedom of movement are indicated in the following, from
President Dole’s letter of the date mentioned:

““Not to leave the island of Oahu without the consent of the
president or a member of the cabinet. I desire to express my ap-
preciation of the good faith with which you have observed the rc-
quirements of a former letter.”

The volcano of Kilauea, the largest active crater in the
world, after thirteen months of quiescence, became again
active during the first week in January.
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The Waller Case.— President Faure of France
signed the pardon of John L. Waller, ex-consul of the
United States at Tamatave, February 20 (Vol. 5, pp. 453,
717, 959). Mr. Waller had been in prison eleven months.
Among the documents in this case sent to congress by Sec-
retary of State Olney, February 11, was a communication
from Mr. Eustis, ambassador to France, in which he thus
sums up his conclusions regarding Mr. Waller’s guilt or
innocence:

‘It is proper to state that before examining the evidence, I had
been inclined to believe, from the information I could gather, that Wal-
ler was perhaps convicted on insufficient evidence; that on account of
the prejudice against him he might not have had a fair trial. After
examining the original letters of Waller, I have no doubt whatever of
his guilt. It was not a case of inadvertent or imprudent writing, but
was a deliberate attempt to give information to the enemy to the
prejudice of the military situation of France. The evidence fully sus-
tains the charge. The whole tenor of the correspondence discloses
h@s g’l'lﬂty intention, and no court could have hesitated to condemn

im.

The dispatch from Mr. Eustis is accompanied by a
communication from Mr. Olney.

The secretary of state declares that ‘‘ the letter and the minutes of
Waller’s counsel raise the rerious question whether Waller was not
intriguing, not merely against the French, but against the safety and
lives of American citizens. At that stage in the diplomatic negotia-
tions, when it seemed uncertain whether an inspection of the evidence
would be permitted, Mr. Eustis, by direction of ‘the department,
submitted the record of charges, procedure, and sentence to an emi-
nent French lawyer, M. Clunet, for opinion as to the validity of the

roceedings. M. Clunet, in an exhaustive opinion, concluded that the

aller judgment could in no way be successfully challenged in the

courts, and that any relief from his sentence must be sought through
the application for clemency.”

The Kongo Free State.—Belated intelligence of a
mutiny or rebellion at Luluaburg reached the outside
world in February, though the events occurred last au-
tumn. The origin of the trouble is not stated in the dis-
patches, which simply report that Major Lothaire (thesame
who ordered the execution of the Englishman Stokes (Vol.
5, p. 958) had pursued the rebels to Gandu, reaching that
place September 12. The rebels were found encamped on
the right bank of the Lomami, with 500 Albini rifles and
50,000 cartridges. Lothaire’s force was very much infe-
rior to that of the rebels, but he gave the signal for battle.
He received a serious wound in the thigh at the outset,
but continued to direct the fight, reclining on a litter.
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His troops occupied the field of battle that night; but the
enemy was vigilant; and when Lieutenant Sandrart in the
morning visited the camp vacated by the rebels, he was
hit by a bullet and killed. Only one white man now re-
mained in Lothaire’s little force, and he was soon disabled
by a shot in the arm. Major Lothaire was compelled to
beat a retreat; but subsequently, having formed a junction
with a force commanded by the native chief Husambo, he
inflicted on the rebels a crushing defeat October 18.

A conference of representatives of European powers
was held at Berlin in 1884, to devise means of promoting
the cause of civilization in the Kongo region. It met at
the call of the king of the Belgians. There were fourteen
countries represented, among them the United States,
which had two delegates. At the suggestion of the dele-
gates of Italy, the regulation of the trade in arms and in-
toxicants with the natives of the Kongo and Niger basins
was considered by the conference. The representatives of
Great Britain adopted the proposition with reference to
the transit of alcoholic liquors in the lower Niger valley.
The American delegates (}avored general control of the
liquor traffic throughout the whole treaty area. To this
the Dutch, French, and German representatives assented
a8 a guiding principle, but they were not ready to approve
practical restrictive measures. The outcome was that the
conference confined itself to a sentimental declaration that
it was to be wished that the powers might eventually find
some way of reconciling the interests of trade with those
of humanity. The United States representatives dissented,
declaring such a course to be worse than useless. The

eneral act of the conference was signed by the United
States delegates as plenipotentiaries, under an erroneous
impression that they had full powers to act thus; but
congress had intended only that they should report to
their own government the measures approved by the con-
ference. The treaty therefore never came before the
United States senate, nor is the United States a party to
its obligations.

A second conference was held in Brussels November
18, 1889—July 2, 1890 (Vol. 1, pp. 26, 98, 232, 360).
Here, too, the United States was represented. The dele-
gates from the United States contended for very strin-
gent regulation of the traffic in alcoholic liquors; and a

eneral act was drafted, which appeared to be satisfactory.
ut now, Mr. Blaine, secretary of state, insisted that the
tariff regulations for the Kongo region and Central Africa
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should impose prohibitive duties on spirits. The Euro-
pean powers would not agree to this; and their representa-
tives framed a separate tariff convention, which the United
States representatives did not sign. But the United States
representatives did sign another general act which con-
tained more effective provisions. 'This act was ratified by
the senate and was proclaimed by the secretary of state
, April 2, 1892 (Vol. 2, p. 24).

Though this is the state of the facts, an impression very
generally prevails that ‘“at the international conference
at Brussels a treaty providing that no rum should there-
after be exported to the Kongo country was defeated by
the refusal of the United States representatives to sign
it.” The secretary of state, Mr. Olney, to correct this
misapprehension, studied the history of the conferences
of Berlin and Brussels, and published the result of his re-
search in the form of a communication to the editor of the
New York Voice.

Egypt.—Since 1887 there has been every year except
1883, a surplus of revenue over expenditure. The surplus
of 1887 was 111,000 pounds Egyptian (£E.); in 1888 there
was a deficit of £E.1,000. But the surplus in the years
succeeding was in round numbers as follows: 1889,
£E.160,000; 1890, £E.591,000; 1891, £E.951,000; 1892,
£E.770,000; 1893, £E.785,000; 1895, £E.1,088,000; 1896
(estimated), £E.630,000. In 1895 there was an increase
of £E.790,000 in exports, and a decrease of £E.878,-
000 in imports. Before 1887 there was always a very
heavy deficit of revenue in Egypt: it was £E.920,000 in
1883, and £E.684,000 in 1836. In view of the very great
betterment of the financial condition of the country a
British journal may well ask:

« Wh§ should this present government in Egypt be brought to
an end? Not because England has not done her duty. Not because

she has failed in her efforts to carry out remedial legislation, or to in-
stitute reforms which have increased the value of property and ameli-
orated the condition of the people. In every way the British control
of Egypt has been a success. It has not only improved the condition
of the country and the people, it has honestly met the claims of
creditors, and defied the criticism of all the guaranteeing powers.”
Morocco.—The rebellion which began late last year
(Vol. 5, p. 958), against the sultan’s government, was sup-
pressed in February. All the heads of the revolt were
taken prisoners, and the Rahamnah tribe, who made the
attack on the capital city, were punished severely. They
were compelled to pay an indemnity of nearly $500,000,
to give up all their European arms and 800 of their swift-
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est horses; 2,000 hostages were required of them to insure
their keeping the peace. Order now reigns in Morocco,
?nd the people are paying the taxes with exemplary regu-
arity.

Suppressing the Slave Trade.—Toward the end of
January two victories were gained over the slave traders
on the west shore of Lake Nyassa. Mwasi Kazunga, a
chief of Zulu origin, had formed a confederacy with the
Angoni and the Yaos aﬁfinst the British, and began raid-
ing for slaves in the Marimba district, which is under
British administration. A British force of 150 regular
troops, Sikhs and negroes, together with 5,000 native
irregulars, was sent against the slave-traders. The latter
had 20,000 fighting men; but after three sharp encounters
they were routed, and fifty of their settlements destroyed.
There were 632 prisoners taken, among them fourteen
chiefs. The haunts of two other slave-trading chiefs were
visited by another British expedition, and the strongholds
captured. The country infested by these chiefs has a good
climate, and is thickly populated. .

Rebellion in Mozambigque.—Advices from Lisbon of
January 6 reported the end of the rebellion in Mozam-
bique (Vol. 5, p. 950). The head of the rebellion, Chief
Gungunhana, and his son Gulida, had reached Lourengo
Marques prisoners. The rebellion had lasted more than a
year, and had caused the Portuguese colony much trouble.

African Commerce.—The London 7imes publishes
an instructive article on the commercial value of Africa,
from which it appears that the total foreign trade (import
and export) of all the countries, states. colonies. and de-
pendencies of that continent does not exceed $500,000,-
000.

The commerce of Central or Tropical Africa is first considered—
a region comprising about 7,000,000 square miles. And first the
British possessions in that region, which occupy a region of 2,000,-
000 square miles. Their commerce is estimated to be as follows:

Territory. Exports. Imports. Total.
West African colonies .......... $10.000.000 $10,000,000 $20,000,000
Niger territories................ 2.250,000 2,500,000 4,750,000
Niger coast protectorate . 4,500,000 4,250,000 8,750,000
British Central Africa . X 225,000 425,000
British Bast Africa .... 500,000 900,000
zibar............... 5.000,000 10.000,000
Komaliland.......... ...... ... , 1,100.000 2,850,000
|

$28575.000 | $47.175.000

For French Africa, estimated to comprise 1,000,000 square miles
(the Mediterranean states, most of the Sahara, and Madagascar not
incladed), the following statistical table is presented:
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Territory. | Exports. Imports. ' Total
Senmegal....... iioeiiiiiiiiaann 250,000 $4,000,000 $6,250,000
vory Coast.. . ”’750.000 400,000 1,150,000
Dahomey............ ceee 1,750.000 2,100,000 8.850.000
Kongo and Gaboon 500,000 ,000 1,000,000
Total ... . ......... $5.250.000 | $7,000.000 |  $12.250,000

German Africa (German Southwest Africa not included) has 550,-
000 square miles’ area. Its three territories of Togoland, Cameroons,
and German East Africa have a total commerce of $7,250,000. Portu-
guese Africa, viz., Angola, Guinea, and East Africa (750,000 square
miles), has a total commerce of $11,415,000. The commerce of Italian
Africa is estimated at $2.500,000. The Kongo Free State ($1,000,
OOOsqum miles) has $1,500,000 of exports and $2,000,000 of imports.
Liberia’s commerce is $2,500,000.

South of the Zambesi, are German Southwest 4frica, the Dutch
states, Cape Col&l)lg, and Natal, with their dependencies: total com-
merce $175,000,000, the bulk of it belonging to Cape Colony. The
North African states, viz., Egypt, Tripoli, Tunis, Algeria, Morocco,
have a commerce of about $230,000,000.

"«MW

" SCIENCE.

Geographical Exploration.—About the middle of
February considerable excitement was caused by a rumor
that the Arctic explorer Nansen had succeeded in reach-
ing the north pole, had found land there, and was on his
way back. The story, which has not been substantiated,
came originally from Ust Yansk, a trading post at the
mouth of the Yana river in Siberia. Inquiries instituted
by the governor of Irkutsk brought the following reply
from Yakutsk:

*‘Peter Ivanovitch Kuchnareff, who trades at Ust Yansk, by a
letter dated November 10, communicated the following to the merch-
ant Kuchnareff (his uncle, Nansen's agent in Siberia) at Yakutsk: ‘We
learn that Dr. Nansen’s expedition has reached the north -pole, has
discovered a hitherto unknown land, and has now returned. Conse-

uently the Arctic ocean has now been explored.” No confirmation of
the above has been received from other sources.”

Nansen sailed from Christiania, Norway, in the Fram (Forward)
June 24, 1893 (Vol. 8, pp. 170, 401). Since August, 1893, nothing
had been heard of the expedition. Nansen’s theory was that there was
a current or ice-drift from the New Siberian islands across the pole to
the eastern shore of (reenland, und that if he intrusted his ship to
this slow current it would in four or five years be drifted past the
pole to Greenland. His theory was based partly upon his belief in an
open polar sea, and partly upon the fact that relics su to be
from the Jeannette were found on the Greenland coast in 1884. Though
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these relics have never been positively identified, they were sufficient
to determine Dr. Nansen in his project. The Norwegian parliament
voted bim $52,000, King Oscar of Sweden subscribed, and the Royal
Geographical Society of England also made an appropriation. e
Fram was specially built for the expedition, the outline of a section
of her hull being shaped somewhat like a capital U, so that under
pressure of ice she would be merely raised up instead of being crushed.
The genuineness of the Jeannette relics is questioned in some quar-
ters. Dr. Dall of the United States Geological Survey is reported as
stating it to be generally understood among Arctic experts that the al-
leged discovery of relics was due to a prank of junior officers of the
Ubited States ship Yantic, which was sent to Greenland in 1888
under the supposition that survivors of the lost expedition might
have made their way south in that direction. The story is that the
allege? relics were put on an ice floe near the ship, and that the floe
drifted off, the articles finally falling into the hands of Esquimaux
and passing thence to the Danish government. However, doubt is
thrown upon this story by statements from parties who Were on board
the Yantic at the time. Surgeon Homer L. Law, the medical officer,
is reported as saying: ‘‘During all the trip we were not in contact with
any ice floes upon which relics could have been deposited by the offi-
cersormenasa ‘ lark’ ora joke. There is nothing atall in t{e story.”
Dr. Donaldson Smith, an American, has explored the
region about Lake Rudolf in Northeast Africa, being the
first white man to succeed in reaching the lake from the
north. He started on his trip in May, 1894, aiming to
traverse Somaliland, the Galia country, and the little
known froutier territory on the southeast of Abyssinia and
on the borders of the Italian protectorate. King Menelek
refused him permission to pass through Abyssinian terri-
tory. He mapped much of the country along the river
Erer and the courses of the Sillul, Dacheto, Lummo, and
Turfa, correcting several errors on existing maps.
Astronomy.—An announcement of exceeding inter-
est was made by Mr. D. E. Packer in a letter appearing in
the March number of Polpular Astronomy. Acting on the
principle that metallic films will transmit best that part of
the solar light which affects a photographic plate most
readily, namely, the light that comes from the corona, it is
possible to obtain photographs of that mysterious envelope
of thesun. The corona is ordinarily invisible, but shines
ont distinctly during an eclipse. It is now, however, pos-
sible to photograph 1t through metallic films, which effect-
ually scrzen off the intense solar glare, and transmit just
that part of the light required. Mr. Packer draws the
following inferences from a study of photographs already
taken:
“1. A very close and intimate connection with contemporary
sun-spots and sun-spot groups, active sun-spots, especially when near
the sun’s limb, indicated by enormous radiations over the particular
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region of activity. It may be regarded as an axiom that ‘every sun-
spot has its coronal ray,’ as every prominent radiation may be easily
assigned to its particular spot to which it invariably points.

“2. That the well-known typical spot maximum and spot mini-
mum coronal phases alternate pretty rapidly, apparently synchroniz-
ing with observed phases of short-period spot activity and quiescence.

8. That many of the most prominent radiations exhibit a de-
cided helical structure, two or three convolutions in somne instances
being distinctly traceable—a surprising and unexpected feature.

‘*4. The great photographic strength of the coronal rays as com-
pared with the feeble image of the solar disk in the photograph.

5. That the corona is an electrical phenomenon. The remark-
able association between sun-spots and coronal radiations is, perhaps,
the most important feature of the research. If, as appears, we are
able to associate particular sun-spots with their coronal rays, and
study the variation of both at the same time, an immense advantage
will have been gained.”

Observations conducted by Mr. Bailey at the observa-
tory in Arequipa, Peru, throw doubt upon the conclusions
drawn in 1893, by Professor W. H. Pickering, regarding
the form of the planet Jupiter’s satellites (Vol. 3, p. 401).
Professor Pickering, it will be remembered, concluded
from observed changes, which seemed to be periodic, that
the satellites were not solid spherical masses, but masses
of low density, ellipsoidal in shape, and revolving in a pe-
culiar end-over-end manner. Mr. Bailey’s observations
with the same telescope—which is found to require very
delicate adjustment in order to avoid apparent elongation
of the disks of observed heavenly bodies—go to show that
the satellites are really spherical.

On February 10 a remarkably large aérolite burst over
the city of Madrid, Spain, at an estimated height of twent
miles. The first warning of the explosion was a flas
which illuminated the sky. This was followed by a tre-
mendous report, the vibrations from which shattered many
windows in the city. The shock was strongly felt in
Guadalajara, the province bounding the province of Ma-
drid on the northeast, and in other places. Almost simul-
taneously aérolites were seen to fall in the department of
the Landes and at Biarritz and San Sebastian, showing ap-
parently that the fragments were scattered over the Span-
ish coast from the north to the south.

These agérolites are supposed to be detached fragments of neigh-
boring planets which have gone to pieces after cooling and contract-
ing. Their velocity is estimated at from twenty-four to twenty-seven
miles a second. They differ from the ordinary ‘‘shooting stars” in
both composition and origin. According to the hypothesis generally
accepted, shooting stars are cosmic matter abandoned by certain com-
ets; and they fall upon the earth in the form of fine powder.
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Atomic Weight of Helium.—By heating in a hard
glass tube a mixture of manganese carbonate, pulverized
cleveite, and potassium pyrosul(!)hate, and passing the re-
sulting gas over hot copper oxide, phosphorus pentoxide,
and powdered magnesium, N. A. Langlet has succeeded
in obtaining helium perfectly free from nitrogen, argon,
and hydmﬁn when tested spectroscopically. This gas
proves to exactly twice us heavy as hydrogen, the
usual standard, its density in relation to air being 0.139.
Guided by purely physical considerations, the experimenter
arrived at the conclusion that the molecule of helium, like
that of argon and of mercury, contains only one atom.
Hence the atomic weight must be taken as four.

Color Photography.—The latest contribution to the
roblem of color photography is an instrument contrived
]y Dr. Selle of Brandenburg, Germany, which, it is

claimed, will reproduce in minute details the various colors
of objects brought within a specified range of the camera.

The most important factors of the invention are still a secret; but
it is announced that the instrument contains three thin gelatine films,
placed at equal distances, of which all three receive the same impres-
sions of the objects within the range of the camera, with this distinc-
tion, that on the first the various tints of the red, on the second of the
blae, and on the third of the yellow are received. The films are corre-
spondingly stained with aniline colors, and when superposed produce
the colors true to natare.

Rapid-Printing Telegraphy.—Professor Henry A.
Rowland of the Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore,
Md., is credited with an invention called the ‘¢ Multiplex
Printing Telegraph,” by which telegrams written upon a
typewriter at the place of sending are transmitted and re-

roduced in typewritten form at the receiving point. It
18 claimed that five or six different messages can be sent
simultaneously over a single wire in one direction, which
in duplex makes double the number which can be trans-
mitted at the same time with the use of but one wire. An
important contribution to the same problem was noted last
year, in the rapid-printing telegraph instrument invented
by J. H. Rogers of Washington, D. C. (Vol. 5, p. 456).

The Kinematograph.—This instrument, the inven-
tion of MM. A. and L. Lumiére of Paris, is in principle
the same as Edison’s kinetoscope and Professor Eatham’s
eidoloscope (Vol. 5, p. 730). Like the latter, it depicts
motion in large pictures projected on a screen; but, as in
both, the principle employed consists in simply passing
rapidly before the eye a series of pictures representing the
successive stages of the action or the changing scene
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to be reproduced. The interval of time between the suc-
cessive photographs is about 1-900th of a minute, giving a
rapidity which exceeds the susceptibility of the eye to per-
ceive distinct impressions, so that the impressions merge
together without any perceptible break in continuity.

Aseptolin.—This name has been applied to & new
remedy discovered by Dr. Cyrns Edson of the New York
city board of health, for treatment of consumption, ma-
laria, and other germ diseases.

Its active principle is phenol (the active principle also of carbolic
acid). It is well known that during disease the amount of phenol in
the secretions of the body is considerably increased; and it occurred to
Dr. Edson that this might be merely one of nature’s devices for cur-
ing the underlying eonsition and destroying the germ infection. The
problem then was to find a form of solution of phenol (ordinarily an irri-
tant poison) which the system would tolerate. The result of long ex-
perimnent was the preparation called aseptolin. The remedy has al-
ready been used by many %xsicims with satisfactory results. Of
216 cases reported to Dr. Edson by the first week in February, im-
provement had been noted in 212. Of these ieroved cases, twenty-
three had been complete cures; sixty-six would probably be cures;
and ninety-one were still doubtful. In thirty-two cases theimprove-
ment was only temporary. The composition of aseptolin is: Water,
97.2411 per cent; phenol, 2.7401 per cent; and pilocarpine-phenyl-hy-
droxide, 0.0188 per cent.

Mannocitin.—A rust-preventing compound, to which
the name ‘“ mannocitin ” has been given, is the invention
of Edmund Muller and Maunn, chemists, of Charlotten-
burg, near Berlin, Germany. |

It is composed of greases and volatile oils, the latter evaporating
after application to the metallic surface, and leaving a thin,p?:losel
adhesive protective film. Its melting point is higher than the boil-
. ing point of water; but it is readily removed with turpentine or ben-
zine.

Miscellaneous.—It was announced early in January
that the board of fire underwriters of New York had re-
fused to write insurance on buildings where acetylene gas
was to be used (Vol. 5, p. 960).

Mr. Thomas A. Edison has added yet another to his
long list of successes in applying scientific principles and
natural forces to practical uses. He has constructed a
‘““magnetic separator,” for obtaining iron from certain
ores. Other experimenters had spent much time and labor
to the same end, but without satisfactory results.

The general plan of separation by means of magnets is to let the
powde ore fall so as to pass very close to the ends (or poles) of
several horizountal magnets. Those grains which are made up chiefly
of iron, or, rather, oxide of iron, will be attracted by the magnets
and drawn an inch or two to one side of the path which they would
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otherwise follow, and will be held temporarily, sticking to the poles,
while the purely stony matter, insensible to the influence of the
magnets, continues to drop. In Mr. Edison’s arrangement the down-
pour of ore is checked every five seconds, and then the current is
shut off, s0 that the particles of iron temporarily attracted to the
poles of the magnets are released. They fall on the other side of a
thin partition from the non-etallic refuse; and the two go omt
through different chutes, and are carried off by separate conveying
machinery.

1t is claimed that an undergraduate of St. John’s Col-
lege, Oxford, Eng., has invented an indicator, which, on
being attached to the rowlock of a boat, records the amount
of work accomplished by the oar. An arc is described on
the face of the instrument, whereby the pressure exerted
by the oar is indicated in foot-pounds, so that it may at
once be seen how much work any member of a crew is
actually accomplishing. The indicator will also show the
character of the work, wh<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>